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Don’t miss a single issue of the Clinker Breaker!!!  Check the
mailing label on your newsletter. The vast majority of memberships
expire April 1, 2001.  Send your $20 membership check to Deana
Baggett, FABA Treasurer, 6840 Bird Song Trail, Tallahassee, FL
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Established May 18, 1985

President’s Corner

by Patty Draper, President

Many of you have suggested that it’s time to terminate your
ABANA memberships because of the unreasonable demands that
have been placed on chapters recently.  Along those lines, ABANA
has issued a “Statement of Mutual Responsibility Between ABANA
and Its Chapters.”  Maybe you should give ABANA the benefit of
your views, and see if it corrects course on
this issue.  Item nos. 13 - 21 state what is
required of chapters.  ABANA solicits your
comments, which should be sent to Andy
Quittner, 516 Cole Street, Corpus Christie,
TX 78404-2904.  The responsibilities are set
out at www.abana.org, and include:

Chapter Responsibilities
13.  Adhere to the chapter responsibilities as
outlined in Article III-A of the By-laws, those
responsibilities listed in the Statement of
Mutual Responsibility and other responsibilities as adopted in
Board motions.  Responsibilities outlined in motions will be posted
on the Web site and sent to all chapters, either in electronic or hard
copy after formal adoption by the Board.  The most recent example
of such a responsibility is the ban on anvil shoots at ABANA
chapter events.
14.  State the chapter’s affiliation with ABANA in the chapter
newsletter, and include ABANA contact information and an
ABANA membership form in the newsletter, or information on
where to find this application information on the ABANA web site. 
18.  Maintain 25% of the chapter membership as ABANA
members.

19.  Reprint the most current President’s Letter and chapter Liaison
Letter in the chapter newsletter, or this same information in other
form(s), to insure the timely communication of ABANA information to
the chapter membership.
21.  Acquire liability insurance for the chapter as the chapter finds
reasonable and appropriate for their specific chapter activities.  Provide
evidence of that insurance coverage (certificate of insurance) to the
ABANA Central Office on a yearly basis.  
At its April meeting, the FABA board considered whether to remove
itself from the ABANA chapter rolls.  The board took no action, the
consensus being that it is premature at this point to do so.  It is not clear
to the FABA board that the most recent threat (again, concerning
shooting the anvil at the Madison conference) represents ABANA
board action or merely hotheadedness on the part of ABANA president
Doug Learn and a few others.  

Walt Anderson Founders Scholarship
Each year FABA awards a $750.00 scholarship to a member who
wishes to further his or her study of blacksmithing.  The Scholarship
and Awards Committee is still accepting applications for this
scholarship.  Application forms may be obtained from Skeeter Prather,
Chair, Scholarship and Awards Committee, 2816 Terry Road,
Tallahassee, FL 32312 or telephone 850-386-9246.  

Have a great month! I hope to see many of you in Madison, Georgia.
Don’t forget to bring your leaf, and donations to the auction and Iron in
the Hat.  

Clinker Breaker

http://www.abana.org
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Upcoming Events
The calendar includes events of interest to the blacksmithing community.  Florida Artist Blacksmith Association (FABA) sponsored events are highlighted in bold
typeface.  The regions have no boundaries - everyone is welcome everywhere.  Come to more than one if you can.  We hold regular monthly meetings in each region
(except that we all try to get together at one Statewide Meeting each quarter) on the following Saturdays of each month: NE-1st, NW-2nd, SE-3rd, SW-last.  The actual
dates may vary from month to month; check the schedule below.  Our meetings are informal gatherings around the forge.  Prospective members are always welcome.
Come for all or any part of a meeting, bring your tools, or just watch.  Most meetings run from 9AM to 4PM, and you'll need to bring a lunch if you stay all day, unless
otherwise noted.  If you have any questions about meetings please contact the Regional Coordinators listed below:

NE Region - May 05,2001

The NE meeting this month will be at my shop south of Archer. 

When you get on the unpaved road, look for “13350" on the left

(south) side and don’t let the numbers on the north throw you -

Alachua County to the north numbers on a different scheme than

Levy County to the south (and that’s also why the same road is

either SW 191 St – relative to Gainesville or NE 100 St --relative

to Bronson. Activities will include some tips and techniques on

photographing ironwork and knives (including some digital

image manipulations), comparison of several different etching

solutions for Damascus blades, production of some knife-making

tools for inclusion in conference auctions (see below), creation of

a quasi-mosaic san-mai blade (assuming that I can get the prep

work done between now and the meeting), and the usual mass

chili feed.  We’ll provide the lunch but (here comes the pitch) –

if you have a favorite jig that you have found useful in making

knives and think that we might be able to duplicate it, please

bring it along.  I plan to make a filing jig used to square the

shoulders on a hidden tang knife and then will donate the unit to

our auction but it would be nice if more than one tool was made

and demonstrated – so give some thought to this and lend a hand. 

      Steve Bloom

Northeast Region: Bob Jacoby (904) 260-9981 jacoby@southeast.net

Northwest Region: Dr. Ed Crane (850) 893-3212 ncrane8364@aol.com

Southeast Region: Charlie Stemmann (561) 964-8834 stemmann@aol.com

Southwest Region: Steve Kalb (941) 489-2396. SCPFDKALB@Firehousemail.com 

May, 2001

NE May 05 Steve Bloom’s shop - Archer, FL

NW May 12 None- getting ready for Madison

SE May 19 Madison Ga (17th..19th) Conference (Don’t Miss it!)

SW May 26 Crowley Museum (contact Steve for details)

Extended Forecast

NW Jun 09 Blacksmith Shop,Tallahassee Museum of History and

Natural Science with Mike Murphy presiding.

SE Jun 16 Matty Spinelli - Okeechobee

SW
Jun 23 Erik Flett's shop in Fort Myers. Bill Robertson is going

to demo his carving stuff (17136 Jean Street Fort Myers

Fl 33912)

NW Jul 14 The Cannery, Havana, FL

SE Jul 21 Ray Renyolds - West Palm Beach

NW Aug 11 Jeff Mohr’s, Crawfordville, FL

NE Oct 06 Conference Prep

NE Nov 03 Pioneer Jamboree
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NEWS from the NORTHWEST

Wow!!!  I can't imagine any way we could have had a more successful meeting.

The FABA statewide meeting at Clyde Payton's shop in Monticello, Fla. on Sat.

April 14 was attended by  over 100 enthusiastic members, guests, beginners,

and onlookers. Attendees came from 150 miles or more in every direction . 

What a great turnout!!  Our primary demonstrator was Allan Kress from north

Alabama and he was superb.  I can't remember seeing a more comprehensive demo

of    multiple aspects of blacksmithing .  The emphasis was on technique, tool

making, and the use of      special tools and jigs.  He used plasticene

effectively to make his point about forging technique using the hammer's edge

and the anvil's edge.  He demonstrated hammer control and basic technique of

slitting and pointing a bar of steel.  He made the point about the right hand

being the worker and the left hand the management when forging (if you are

right handed).. Allan brought numerous powerhammer/treadlehammer tools and

discussed how many were made and how to use them.(cutters ,fullers, snappers,

dies, etc.) He suggested watching carefully what a demonstrator is doing to

the metal and how he is doing it (technique) more than what  he is making.

After lunch Allan continued by making an unusual style bracelet , and

more-------. Its impossible to cover everything he did and I can say without

reservation that Allan is a great demonstrator  The beginner lass is an

important feature of FABA. The morning session was conducted by Jeff Mohr and

the afternoon by John Butler. There was a good group of interested beginners

in the class hammering and bending hot metal . Thanks to Jeff and John.

As usual tailgate sales and fellowship continued throughout the meeting

.Lunchtime was outstanding . Numerous covered dishes of all kinds mase the

choices difficult.  Many of the dishes were brought by FABA members but most

credit must go to Vi Payton for doing everything necessary to feed over 100

blacksmiths and guests.!!

A board meeting was held at lunchtime . President Patty D. Will report on the

results. An iron-in-the-hat event was successful.  I did not get the final

tally on the money raised but there were over 30 items donated by members. 

Bill Robertson somehow knew how to buy the lucky tickets. If you missed this

meeting you missed a good one. Future meetings of the northwest include-----

June----Tallahassee Museum.  Mike Murphy

July----Havana Fla. At the Cannery .  "Iron and glass"

Aug.----Jeff Mohr's shop in Crawfordville, Fla.

Regional Coordinator N.W.

Ed Crane

MEMORIAL
Longtime FABA member BILL TYLER of Tallahassee FL has gone home to a new job.
From now on he will be forging heavenly thunderbolts and making pickets for the Pearly Gates.

HERBERT WILLIAM “Bill” TYLER died Saturday, March 10, 2001, at the age of 86.
Bill was born March 19, 1914 in Norman Park, Georgia. Bill had been a member of FABA for many years and faithfully 
attended all the local meetings up until his health forbade it. Not only was Bill a staunch supporter of FABA, he was a life
member of Pisgah United Methodist Church, Retired U.S. Army Master Sergeant, life member of Tallahassee Capital Lion’s
Club, charter member of Antique Automobile Club of America, member of National Association of Retired Federal Employees,
member of the Tallahassee Streetrodders, member of Capital City Classic Chevy Club, member of Military Vehicle Preservation
Association, and a life member of the National Association of Civilian Conservation Corp Alumni.
For a FABA MEMBER PROFILE on Bill please see your April, 1998 issue of the CLJNKER BREAKER.

We will all miss you, Bill.                                                Clyde and Vi Payton
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ABANA
President's Letter to the Chapters
April 2001.

Dear Chapter Officers and Members,

One recurring themes I have heard since becoming an ABANA member is references to
factions of ABANA based on geographical location, traditional versus artists-smiths,
etc. This theme is usually based on past history and events, rooted in the
personalities of the persons involved with ABANA during some time period in ABANA's
history. Some of these incidents were based on substantive issues of policy and
direction. Other incidents were rooted in personal conflicts or reasons lost in the
fog of history, but have grown to mythic proportion and now have taken on a life of
their own. I ran for the Board in part to make this an organization that embraces all
legitimate aspects of blacksmithing and uses those aspects as a source of strength to
move ABANA and blacksmithing into the future. I intend to continue that effort, but to
do so we must remove the obsession with these ghosts of the past from our
organization. This Board cannot undo any of the real or imagined past slights or
omissions, mistakes or miscommunication between the Board, ABANA members or ABANA
chapters, in all directions, since it's inception. But if this obsession is not
removed, ABANA will continue to meet unnecessary resistance from within in it's
efforts to move blacksmithing into the 21st century stronger than ever before. These
instances are in the past; this Board is working in the present for the future of
blacksmithing and ABANA. This does not mean that past issues are to be dismissed out
of hand, but rather put in the proper perspective as we move into the future. And we
must move into the future.

This Board under my leadership is an activist board, engaged in moving ABANA forward
in part by upholding the existing policies and procedures of ABANA. This has caused
concerns and resistance from some chapters and individuals. But as I have said in past
messages, the Board has a legal obligation to uphold those policies and procedures and
will do so. The other side of this relationship is our effort to improve the
relationship with the membership and the chapters. Information is sent to chapter
presidents and editors, posted on the ABANA website, included in both The Anvil's Ring
and Hammer’s Blow. We as a Board use these tools to communicate with the chapters and
the membership; these are our voices to you. Some of the conversations I have had with
chapter members reveal that this information is not reaching the proper audience. Why
some are aware and others are not is a mystery to me. But what is disturbing to me is
the lack of calls to any of the Board members for clarification on topics or responses
to requests for feedback. Frankly, much incorrect information is floating around that
could be clarified with a call or an e-mail to a Board member. Communication is a two-
way street. We need feedback on what we are doing, but little has been offered. The
request for comments on the draft Statement of Mutual Responsibilities has gotten
three responses. This document defines the relationship between the chapters and ABANA
and we need your input. Bob Fredell and his Member Services Committee have some new
ideas that hopefully will be introduced by the end of the year. Again, these will need
cooperation and input from the chapters. We cannot help you if you do not participate
in this dialogue.

There has been discussions regarding a re-examination of the relationship between the
chapters and ABANA. We cannot take this step without input from all ABANA Chapters and
the understanding by all of ABANA and the chapters as to what such a change may bring
to ABANA and the chapters. Any such step must be productive and a benefit for the
whole organization. I feel that to do anything at this time without input from all the
chapters regarding their issues with the present arrangement, a clear understanding of
what all the chapters want from any different relationship, the introduction to the
chapters and the membership of possible changes that the Board is working on and will
be introducing over the rest of the year, and a firm agenda and a clear understanding
by all involved of the ramifications of each possible new arrangement would be
premature and non-productive.

These changes will take time, patience and open-minded cooperation from all involved.
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We must work together to build this relationship. This Board will continue to
communicate with you, and we welcome and need your input.

Safe and productive forging.
Doug Learn, President

ABANA

President's Message to the Chapters

March, 2001

Dear ABANA Chapters, 

Circumstances have forced me to address one of the issues of the relationship between
ABANA and its chapters, that of following the policies and rules of ABANA. Much time
in the past month has been taken up with addressing anvil shoots by a small minority
of ABANA Chapters. Many know that this is a practice banned by ABANA. For those who do
not, this letter serves as the official notice of that ban, based on my responsibility
as noted in the 2000 ABANA Board Meeting Minutes (Motion 18 of that meeting). This
letter will also be posted on the ABANA web site along with a press release and other
information regarding anvil shoots. A version of this letter and the press release
will also be in the next issue of The Anvil’s Ring. The official policy as stated in
1997 (and approved in motion 346):

WHEREAS, ABANA officially condemns the practice of "Anvil Shoots" whereby an
anvil is caused to fly into the air by use of explosives for the purpose of
entertainment. 

NOW therefore be it and it is hereby resolved:

No Anvil Shoot or like form of public entertainment by propelling anvils into
the air will be scheduled, conducted, allowed, or directly or indirectly
advertised, publically announced or noted:

1. At any ABANA sponsored public or private event; 

2. At any event sponsored by any other individuals or organizations who have
used ABANA’s name in their promotion of the event; 

3. At any event, Chapter function, school or demonstration sponsored by other
individuals or organizations that borrow, rent, or use ABANA’s Mobile Teaching
Station at the event of any other ABANA equipment or property. 

This prohibition was not enforced in the past by Board action, but now it must be.
ABANA would be legally liable if it does not enforce its policy on anvil shoots and
harm of any kind occurs, and that liability would cripple and could ruin ABANA. ABANA
simply cannot accept the liability for the risk that anvil shooting presents, an
activity that it cannot control and might not even be aware of. The unacceptable risk
and legal jeopardy that anvil shooting exposes ABANA to in this present day and age
forced the Board into prohibiting anvil shoots at any ABANA function, including

One of the Board’s legal responsibilities is to enforce all thechapter functions. 

policies of ABANA. Organizations live or die by following (or not) their by-laws,
procedures and policies. When chapters join ABANA they agree to "….abide by the
applicable ABANA by-laws and other structured operating procedures" (Article III-A,
Section 2, f). The Board, representing the membership of ABANA, asks the chapters to
follow motions of 1997 and 2000 and not hold anvil shoots at chapter events. Any ABANA
Chapter that feels anvil shooting is more important than their relationship with ABANA
is free to leave our organization and we will wish them well and hold no ill feelings
towards them. However, if a chapter holds an anvil shoot at any chapter event, then
based on their failure to abide by the ABANA by-laws and the unacceptable risk their
actions pose to ABANA, the chapter must be removed from the roll of ABANA Chapters
effective the moment the fuse is lit. This is the legal responsibility of the ABANA
Board of Directors, and one we do not take lightly. I respectfully but strongly urge
all chapters and their membership, both those who are ABANA members and those who are
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not, to seriously consider the issues that are at stake for ABANA and your chapter,
and not hold anvil shoots.

We all have much to do to continue the advancement of blacksmithing, for our
membership, present and future, and in the eyes of the public. Let us unite and use
our limited time and resources to move blacksmithing forward into the 21  centuryst

stronger than ever before. 

Safe and productive forging.

Doug Learn, President
Artist-Blacksmith's Association of North America, Inc.
121 Pebble Woods Drive 
Doylestown, PA 18901-2907 
(215) 489-1742 
cjfdlearn@mindspring.com

WELCOME NEW FABA MEMBERS

Daniel B. Fox Heith Duncan

230 W. Pennsylvania Ave. Route 3, Box 103C-1

Deland, FL  32720 Monticello, FL  32344

Ph. (hm.) 904-738-1748 Ph. (hm.) 850-997-4004

Ph. (wk.) same Ph. (wk.) 850-997-4006

E-mail:  BOKAIOSARMOURS.COM E-mail:  www.hos5269@aol.com

Mark & Mary Bruno Susan Lampert

Bruno’s Ironworks 1226 NW 19  Terraceth

1200 87  Ave. North Delray Beach, FL  33445th

St. Petersburg, FL  33702 Ph. (hm.) 561-265-0509

Ph. (hm.) 727-563-9069 Ph. (wk.) 561-265-0913

Ph. (wk.) 727-894-9531 E-mail:  suelampert@netscape.net

E-mail:  mary.bruno@equant.com

Jim Flynt

211 Jergo Road

Winter Park, FL  32792

Ph. (hm.) 407-679

Joe and Jean Hutchinson                                                              Eric and Holly Cheromcka

P. O. Box 306                                                                               17073 92  Lane N.nd

Apalachicola, FL  32329                                                              Loxahatchee, FL  33470

Ph. (Hm.)  850-653-3175                                                             Ph. (Hm.)  561-791-8470

Ph. (Wk.)  850-653-5087  Ph. (Wk.)  561-791-9774

e-mail:  hutchinson2001@hotmail.com  e-mail:  gloryforge@juno.com

FAX#:  850-653-2573

Tony Davis

16025 Sun Ray Rd.

Tallahassee, FL  32308

Ph. (Hm.)  850-894-8981

Interested in:  Anvil, Coal, Hand Tools,

   Post Vise, Blower, Forge

William T. Ahlquist, Jr.

P. O. Box 1882

Hobe Sound, FL  33475-1882

Ph. (Hm.)  561-223-3679

mailto:hutchinson2001@hotmail.com
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Ph. (Wk.)  561-283-6704

Wallace F. and Carol A. Mills

9106 34  Ave. E.th

Palmetto, FL  34221-1618

Ph. (Hm.)  941-729-6344

Richard and Linda Gates

2456 Beach Ave.

Apopka, FL  32703-9502

Ph. (Hm.)  407-884-0655

Interested In:  Anvil, Post Vise, 

   Blower, Forge, Books

John W. and Celesta L. PerMar, Jr.

630 Dartmouth Street

Orlando, FL  32804

Ph. (Hm.)  407-649-0199

Ph. (Wk.)  407-895-9997

e-mail:  celestap@worldnet.att.net

e-fax#:  1-240-363-2610

Jackson County Agricultural Fair

P. O. Box 330

Marianna, FL  32447-0330

Attn.:  Tony Walker, Manager

Ph.:  850-482-3744

Fax:  850-482-6304

S.C. Mitch Mitchell

9754 Tolbert Stephens Rd.

Ona, FL  33865

Ph. (Hm.)  863-735-0460

Fax:  863-773-6861, e-mail:  elderbranch@netscape.net or msm@gnv.ifas.ufl.edu 

mailto:celestap@worldnet.att.net
mailto:elderbranch@netscape.net
mailto:msm@gnv.ifas.ufl.edu
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FINAL THOUGTHS

Age is a very high price to pay for maturity. 

Going to church doesn't make you a Christian any more than going to a garage makes you a mechanic. 

Artificial intelligence is no match for natural stupidity. 

It is easier to get forgiveness than permission.
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The Florida Artist Blacksmith Association(FABA) - Chapter of Artist Blacksmith Association of North

America, Inc., is a 501(c)(3) non-profit educational organization whose purposes are to teach, promote,

and preserve the art of blacksmithing.  Contributions are tax-deductible to the extent provided by law.

FABA publishes the Florida Clinker Breaker monthly, and FABA membership includes a subscription.  W e

solicit correspondence and unpaid articles on any subjects related to FABA’s purposes.  ABANA chapter

newsletters may reprint non-copyrighted material if it is credited to the author and this newsletter.  You

need the publisher’s permission to reprint copyrighted material unless otherwise noted.

FABA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Florida Artist Blacksmith Association, Inc.

Chapter of ABANA, Inc.
Date __________   NewG       Renewal G

Name_________________________________
Address_______________________________
_____________________________________
   City                         State            Zip
Phone:Home_____________Work:_________
E-Mail______________________________
Spouse’s Name:________________________

If you do not wish to be listed me in the printed FABA

directory, please check the box to the right G 

Send this application and a membership fee of
$20.00 to

Dena Bagett, FABA Treasurer
6840 Bird Song Trail
Tallahassee, Fl 32308

Make check out to FABA.  Your FABA membership
begins when we receive your payment and lasts one
year  Membership is for a family.  You don’t have to
be an ABANA member to join FABA, but many
FABA members are, and we encourage membership
in both organizations. See our web site for details.

FABA Officers
President                            Patty Draper 850-668-2876 applecrossforge@nettally.com

Vice President                Bob Jacoby 904-260-9981 jacoby@southeast.net

Treasurer                       Dena Baggett 850-878-8535

Secretary                        Karen W heeler 352-486-4370 kwheel@svic.net

Program Chairman        Jeff Mohr 850-926-4448

Newsletter Editor            LeRoi Price 407-847-6900                 lnsreprice@HOTMAIL.COM

Past President               Clyde Payton 850-997-3627 paytonforge@nettally.com

Trustee #1                     Joel Clark 904-321-2116 joelclark@nassnet.com

Trustee #2                     John Butler          850-539-5742                Jgbutler@sprintmail.com

Trustee #3                     Jerry Grice 850-421-4788

Trustee #4                     Ray Reynolds 561-793-2452

The Florida  Clinker Breaker
FLORIDA ARTIST BLACKSMITH ASSOCIATION

LEROI PRICE, Editor

808 W . Oak St.

Kissimmee, Fl 34741  407-891-0708 eve

407-847-6900 day or lnsreprice@hotmail.com

http://www.blacksmithing.org

1  Classst

Postage

Check your membership
expiration date, get your
dues in on time please !

  May  2001

mailto:websmith@blacksmithing.org
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