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President’s Corner
by Patty Draper, President

--January 2001
Mark Saturday, February 17, 2001

on your calendars.  That’s the date of our next
statewide meeting, to be held in West Palm
Beach at Yesteryear Village (located at the
South Florida Fairgrounds).  Professional
blacksmith Johnny Kierbow will demonstrate.
Kierbow has served as the resident blacksmith
at the John C. Campbell Folk School and has
demonstrated at our annual conference.  Also,
d u r i n g  t h e  l u n c h
break the FABA board of directors will conduct its first meeting of
2001.  The members of the S.E. region always host a great meeting,
so plan on attending!
New Officers/Trustees

FABA starts each year with a partially new board of
directors elected by the membership at large.  New board members
and officers beginning this month are:
  Deana Baggett, Tallahassee—Treasurer, 2001-2002
  Dr. LeRoi Price, Kissimmee—Newsletter Editor, 2001-2002
  John Butler, Havana—Trustee, 2001-2002

Karen Wheeler, FABA secretary for 1999-2000, begins her second
term this month, too.  I appreciate these folks’ willingness to serve.
FABA is a diverse group of approximately 275 individuals whose
common interest is blacksmithing.  Scores of people keep the
“business” of FABA running--for example, regional program
coordinators, contributors to this newsletter, committee chairs, and

demonstrators and hosts at our monthly meetings--but the buck
stops with the board of directors.  Board members are ultimately
responsible for getting FABA’s work done.  Join me in thanking
Deana, LeRoi, John and Karen for accepting this challenge.

Much gratitude goes to Dr. Steve Bloom, who provided two
years of outstanding service as newsletter editor, and Lydia Burns and
Lewis Riggleman, who served as treasurer and trustee, respectively.
Anvil Shoot Update

Everyone wants to know what ABANA did regarding the anvil
shoot FABA hosted at its annual conference.  The ABANA board
meeting minutes haven’t been released at this writing, but I am told that
the matter was tabled.  I’m disappointed that ABANA hasn’t committed
itself to finding a way to promote, rather than prohibit, the anvil shoot.
Scores of people have told me how thrilled they and their children were
to witness the shoot.  One teenager said it made the long drive from
Panama City to Barberville worthwhile (that’s a 6-hour trip!).
Reportedly, the board also voted to censure Col. Tim Ryan for sharing
“private” e-mail with me regarding ABANA board discussions, and the
new president of the board, Doug Learn, has directed board members to
treat board correspondence via e-mail as confidential in-board discussion
only.  Besides the fact that it sounds like the board has something to hide
from the membership, this would appear to contradict Learn’s statement
to ABANA members that board meetings are open--“come and see for
yourself.”  ABANA board members make motions for board action by e-
mail, conduct discussions regarding those motions by e-mail and vote by
e-mail.  How can we “see for ourselves” if this part of the board’s
business is “confidential?”  ABANA owes more to its members.

Clinker Breaker
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Upcoming Events
The calendar includes events of interest to the blacksmithing community.  Florida Artist Blacksmith Association (FABA) sponsored events are highlighted in bold
typeface.  The regions have no boundaries - everyone is welcome everywhere.  Come to more than one if you can.  We hold regular monthly meetings in each region
(except that we all try to get together at one Statewide Meeting each quarter) on the following Saturdays of each month: NE-1st, NW-2nd, SE-3rd, SW-last.  The actual
dates may vary from month to month; check the schedule below.  Our meetings are informal gatherings around the forge.  Prospective members are always welcome.
Come for all or any part of a meeting, bring your tools, or just watch.  Most meetings run from 9AM to 4PM, and you'll need to bring a lunch if you stay all day, unless
otherwise noted.  If you have any questions about meetings please contact the Regional Coordinators listed below:

NW Region Jan 13

Northeast Region: Bob Jacoby (904) 260-9981 jacoby@southeast.net

Northwest Region: Dr. Ed Crane (850) 893-3212 ncrane8364@aol.com

Southeast Region: Charlie Stemmann (561) 964-8834 stemmann@aol.com

Southwest Region: Steve Kalb (941) 489-2396. n/a

. .

January, 2001

NE Jan 06  Tico Rubio's shop near Barberville - there will be some open forges and a variety of projects for the day.
NW Jan 13  Pioneere` Village , Sam Atkins Park, Blountstown, Fla.

SE Jan 20 Greg Ross shop

SW Jan 27 to be announced

February, 2001

NE Feb 03 to be announced

NW Feb 10 to be announced

SE Feb 17  Quarterly meeting will be held at the Yesteryear Village, South Florida Fair Grounds, Demonstrator will be Johnny
Kierbow. Johnny will be making a Rams head walking stick, a braided handle fire place tool, and a pair of tongs. The
last 2 hours will be question and answer.

SW Feb 24 to be announced

         May, 2001

Hugh Muellerrs’ shop

         April,200

Barberville: Tools trades and Transportation-swap & auction

         May,2001

Steve Blooms” shop

                      October, 2001

  Yearly conference at Barberville
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                 EDITOR: LeRoi Price                                                                                                                                The
new editor?!?!  Yes I am and I’m honored to be your new editor and bla bla bla.. Now lets lay some
foundation. I do love being a member of this club. I’m cynical , sarcastic, with a rough exterior, that
shields a tender soul.. After being in this club some 7 years I felt the assertion, along with the passion
for my craft, to request a folder,YES, demonstrator rather than another Bowie knife maker at the fall
conference. To my surprise Jeff Mohr and Patty Draper were quite receptive. Joel Chamblin
demonstrated., I was pleased and humbled. Wow! My opinion mattered, I mattered. I  love this club
and the people in it. Moreover, Steve Bloom published my article on how to build a folder. I was
pumped. And grateful. Steve said people were talking. “You’d make a good possibility for the next
editor”. ME? Well I tell you I’d love to assist someone on the newsletter. But no, I really don’t have
the time nor the expertise for it.. “Oh sure you do LeRoi, It’s easy”. Later he tells me he put my name
in the election “And oh by the way, you seem to running unopposed” WHAT! “But it’s....” Yea I
known, so easy. Well I’ll omit all the next exchanges of how I fell victim to the cult like recruitment
and finish with “Here I am”. At this point I’d like to enter one word: Roquefort. That would be an
appropriate cheese to serve with this whine. Or perhaps some would handle this better with a manure
shovel. Anyway, we have each other. How’s it gonna go?  OK at first and then gradually better. Man,
January to April is my hump time! All the snow birds flock to Florida. It’s a bad time to start my
second career as editor. And I can’t even spell. Steves’ plan for me is to keep the first few issues light
then blossom with the spring so to speak. So if you think the Clinkerbreaker stinks for reasons other
than the sulfer content of the paper then I suggest you suggest and assist and help. Remember how I
complained and got to where I am. Yes, do complain. More than  that we are going to work together
and really try at least to get this to be the best...well know the rest. I don’t want a whole lot of grief the
first few months. But later I’ll be not only be receptive I’ll be coming to you for opinion. Get ready!
People aren’t contributing. And that’s going to change. I only didn’t just sit on my butt for 7 years, I
too avoided contributing.  I didn’t know someone would care to hear what I had to say. And God
forbid I should submit an article and not be published. My ego! By the way the big chiefs in this club
my have tragically errored when they gave a poetic psychopath like me a venue for expression. But
you too have something to contribute. It needs to be said! What you know needs to be learned by us.
Start thinking about it now. And when you write it, how can I be subtle, write it good. Me subtle?
New people like me do new things and that can be a good thing. The club needs you to. Get out there
and steal an article if you have to. Don’t have you 8 year old daughter make the diagrams in crayon.
They must be good also. It will pump your ego. Further we need info. I would like to see a data base
of suppliers of materials, steel, junk yards, etc. We can have data bases on tons of stuff. I’d like an
article on how to hold a local conference and encourage  new regional meetings. Noooo  I’m not
complaining. OK I’ll hold a meeting  someday. But somebody tell me how.  We could use a tip
section where small bits of  info, too short for an article, can go. We need to buy stuff at a reasonable
price like the coal deal we already have.  It would easy for a collective mass of  folks to get 10 - 15 %
discount on bulk purchases of tools, books, etc. We could franchise, go for profit, use cheep foreign
labor...Am I rambling? Ramble with me. If you hit on an “unridiculous” idea they call it
brainstorming. I propose a new, nay an array, of new t shirts for next year. Lets print some designs
here,  really express ourselves, and see what perhaps the well dressed blacksmith will be wearing next
fall. I recall a collective meeting in Tampa where for a fee everyone got together and built a treadle
hammer. What a concept. About 8 -9 years ago I heard there was a club deal like that where people
built a gas forge. Is there an interest in saving money out there? Instead of a local conference how
about a tour of a heat treating plant, tour the Randal knife museum, tour the Disney machine shop.
How about a beer bust at Ray Roberts house, unannounced. Lets please hear form you now.  Wow!
Your opinion matters. You matter. You love this club and the people in it . Moreover, we’ve got the
best newsletter and we’ll publish even better!
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NEWS FROM THE NORTHWEST

The mood was festive and the fellowship and food were great.  About 20 to 25 FABA members and wives/spouses

were guests at Patty Draper and Bill Robertson's home on Sat. evening Dec.9,2000. A brief tour inside revealed

Bill's collection of unusual and strange hammers on the wall . Bill also has a small 2x3 foot workstation including a

post vise and small anvil in his home where he can sit and do his detailed and fine chasing and metal sculpturing at

night (until Patty gets enough of it and says "no more").Our hosts furnished meat dishes and drinks and guests

brought vegetable ,salad and dessert dishes. There was no shortage of good food .  After supper Bill invited

everyone to take a tour of his blacksmith shop. Most agreed that this was no blacksmith shop because it was too

clean and well organized.  Bill has quite a collection of stake anvils. Clyde tried to buy all of his anvils but Bill

stood his ground.

Thanks to Bill and Patty for being our gracious and generous hosts..

Our next N.W. regional meeting will be at the Pioneer Village in Blountstown, Fla. on Sat. Jan13,2001. Our

demonstrators for the day will be John Butler (1/2 day) and members of the Wiregrass Forge Council (1/2 day) from

southeast Alabama.

BEGINNERS  TAKE  NOTE

John Butler and Willard Smith will be giving a beginners full day class (to the 1st 6 entries) on Sat. Jan.20th  at the

Pioneer Village in Blountstown, Fla. If you are a beginner or just need some hands-on instruction in basic

blacksmithing this is a good opportunity. Entry fee $35.00. Call Willard Smith at 850-674-8055 for entry.

Northwest Regional Coordinator

Ed Crane

SW REGIONAL NEWS   

      

         We had in excess of 1 0 members for the November meeting. The meeting was at the Crowley Museum and

the day was devoted to newcomers with a class tailored for them. The smiths made a steak turner which required

several basic principles and they turned out quite well. I want to thank Cliff Shoenung and Rick Allen for the way

they covered br me due to the fact that I had to leave early! Yes, I did make it to the wedding on time, thanks to

them. We also had one member from Ohio show up to our meet, which I think is about the farthest 1 have seen a

smith go to a  monthly meet (1 think he won a steak turner as a prize).  The Southwest group needs help. We have

had nobody from the other areas respond to our pleas of assistance in acquiring  demonstrators. The Southwest

group has not had a coordinator for  quite some time and the area is just getting rolling. I akin it to an outpost in the

old west. If the cavalry does not come the fort will  not exist. The life of this group is now up to you.   On a more

cheerful note, I want to thank Lewis Riggleman for  the wonderful class that he just had. There were 6 people in the

class and everyone left happy! Lewis had all different skill levels   from beginner to beyond and everyone did a

fantastic job. It takes  a lot for an instructor to teach a mixed level class and this is   reflected in how good he is! To

make things better, there will be  more classes. The next class is January 20-22, and the fee is  $200.00 (Which is

unbelievable). His number is in this periodical   and it is my recommendation to not hesitate for it fills up quick! 

Happy hammering.

December 2000 Northeast Regional News

by Bob Jacoby, Northeast Regional Coordinator

On December 2  the Northeast Region held its third "annual" meeting at Allen Hardwicke's shop in Altoona.  Overnd

30 people attended the meeting and we had several projects going simultaneously.

Bill Stapleton kept us going on our cable-knife projects.  He and Wayne Durham made up some more knife blanks

and several people, including new member Henry Glenn, got through the first step of forge welding their billets. 

Bill's main demonstration focused on draw filing the forged blade and several people made progress under his

watchful eye.



Clinker Breaker January 2001  - 5

Roger Stuart forged a dipper to round out the set of forge tools he made for my new forge in June.  Roger also made

a swan out of a piece of round stock - really clever approach, and the finished product was very nice.

And we made another batch of Blacksmith's Helpers - we had the frames precut on a waterjet, Cliff Sanders manned

the bandsaw, and Wayne Durham welded up 8 units.  Some people know how to do stuff, others are gifted, Wayne

is a gifted welder and we really appreciate the fine work he did on our new tools.  To date we've completed 18 of

these handy devices and will now start to focus our efforts on incorporating them into our monthly projects. 

Thurmond Chaffin talked about making up a special set of dies for our upcoming rounding hammer project.

Reggie Hardwicke fried up two good sized turkeys that barely cooled before their slices [chunks] hit the white bread

with mayonnaise.  It was a great meal followed by a wide array of desserts.

Not a bad way to spend a Saturday!

NE Region M eeting Schedule:

January 2001: LOCATION CHANGE - We'll meet at the Pioneer Art Settlement in Barberville.  Please bring your

Blacksmith's Helpers and your cable knifes - there will be tools, and supplies available to work on both projects. 

Please bring items for the buck-in-the-bucket raffle.

April 2001: Pioneer Arts Settlement, Barberville

May 2001: Steve Bloom's shop in Archer

October 2001: Pioneer Arts Settlement, Barberville - set up for the FABA Conference

November 2001: Pioneer Arts Settlement, Barberville - Annual Fall Country Jamboree

FLORIDA ARTIST BLACKSMITH ASSOCIATION, INC.

Meeting of the

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

October, 13, 2000

Board Members Present:

Patty Draper, President; Clyde Payton, Past President; Lydia Burns, Treasurer; Lewis Riggleman, Trustee; Jerry

Grice, Trustee; Jeff Mohr, Program Chair; Steve Bloom, Editor; Ray Reynolds, Trustee; Joel Clark, Trustee; Karen

Wheeler, Secretary; Skeeter Prather, Chair, Scholarship Committee; Bill Robertson, Chair, Membership Committee.

Board Members Absent:

Bob Jacoby, Vice President

 President’s Report: Patty called the meeting to order at 6:45 p.m. and asked if there was anything else to ad to the

agenda before she began. None were added. The minutes of July 1, 2000 were approved with the changes noted.

The Madison Conference has asked us to handle the registration and tool sales this year. Clyde said he would handle

the tool sales and Karen volunteered to do the registration.

A motion was made to appoint an audit committee consisting of Skeeter Prather, Dot Butler and Vi Payton. Motion

approved.

Treasurer’s Report: Lydia said that the Visa/ MC was approved and was ready for use at the conference. She

presented the Quarterly report for September 2000. A motion was made to accept the report. Motion approved.

Committee Reports: Skeeter asked the board to consider moving the February scholarship year back into a later

point in the year. This would facilitate more opportunity for applications to be submitted, and to allow for more

funding. It was decided to look into a time and amount and determine it at a future date.

He reminded the board and other members present to be on the alert for persons who deserved recognition by an

honorary PHD degree for carrying the banner of blacksmithing with honor and dignity. He asked to be informed of

those who might be overlooked.

Skeeter reminded everyone of the Walt Anderson scholarship, which stood at $700.00 to date.
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Secretary’s Report: Karen announced the results of the election of Officers and Trustee as follows:

Treasurer—Deana Baggett

Editor-------LeRoi Price

Secretary---Karen Wheeler

Trustee-----John Butler

Old Business: Tables: Clyde Payton purchased the materials and made the tables that we were considering at his

shop. 

Bylaws committee: The committee did not get a chance to meet and the report was tabled  for the time being.

Conference update: Jeff Mohr said that things were all set and suggested that next year we add more hands on

activities in blacksmithing to the class list. [Possibly a Friday with classes all day] 

New Business: Patty addressed the ABANA problem with the anvil shoot and the membership requirements they

had proposed as a requirement for the chapters, discussion followed and a motion was made to authorize the anvil

shoot by Steve Bloom and was seconded by Lewis Riggleman.

Motion was voted on and passed unanimously by the entire board.

Next meeting to be February 17, 2000. Location to be announced. 

The meeting was adjourned at approx. 8:30 p.m.

Karen Wheeler, Secretary, submitted minutes of the meeting

Call for Entries

Women Do Iron
Artisans Center of Virginia

May 31-July 1, 2000

The juried exhibition is open to women artists working in iron and metals. A maximum of three 33mm slides of

recent work may be submitted per entry.  Slides must be received at ACV by April 1.  Application fee $20.00; cash

awards for “Best in Show” of $250.  For application and more information, contact Artisans Center of Virginia, 601

Shenandoah Village Drive, Waynesboro, VA 22980.  Phone 540-946-3294 or e-mail acv452@aol.com.  

FABA October Conference Gallery Awards

As many of you know, each year at our annual FABA Conference, a gallery is set up for members to display their

work.  While this has always been a popular attraction, this year Jeff and Brooke Mohr encouraged us to set up

small monetary prizes in order to encourage more participation.  What a difference a few bucks makes!  This year

we broke all the records for participation in the gallery and the following awards were given:

Prizes:

First Place:    $50            Second Place:      $35              Third Place:        $20                  Peoples' Choice: $50

The Architectural, Knife, and Traditional categories were judged by the demonstrators.  The Peoples' Choice award

was judged by popular vote of the FABA membership.

Architectural

1) Tal Harris 2) Joel Clark         3) Bill Roberts

Knives

1) Jerry Grice       2) Joram Sweder        3) Dave Burns

Traditional

1) Bill Robertson       2) Joel Clark         3) Lewis Riggleman

People's Choice

1) Tie: Bill Robertson & Tal Harris

Big thanks to Jeff and Brooke Mohr for encouraging us to try something that will no doubt become a FABA

tradition.  We'll probably make some slight changes to the process for next year to encourage even more

participation.  Anyone with ideas, please pass them along to Bob Jacoby

 

mailto:acv452@aol.com
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FABA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Florida Artist Blacksmith Association, Inc.

Chapter of ABANA, Inc.
Date __________   NewG       Renewal G

Name_________________________________
Address_______________________________
_____________________________________
   City                         State            Zip
Phone:Home_____________Work:_________
E-Mail______________________________
Spouse’s Name:________________________

If you do not wish to be listed me in the printed FABA
directory, please check the box to the right G 

Send this application and a membership fee of
$20.00 to

Lydia Burns, FABA Treasurer
66 Summerwind Circle
Crawfordville, FL 32327

Make check out to FABA.  Your FABA membership
gegins when we receive your payment and lasts one
year  Membership is for a family.  You don’t have to
be an ABANA member to join FABA, but many
FABA members are, and we encourage membership
in both organizations. See our web site for details.

This is a correction that I will try to paste up and have the

printshop set. If it doesn’t come out just right then go by

the ruler and make some adjustments. My scanner

absolutely will change the size so this is the only way to

do it. Bill Robertson like the rest of us is a blacksmith but

an artist-blacksmith and wants it right. But the point I

want to underscore is he’s absolutely right that another

newsletter will likely reprint it. I’ve learned that’s where

we editors get the bulk of our articles. We have to rifle

through each others literature to compile an interesting,

informative, and award winning product on a monthly

basis. Sharing is good. Now follow smiths, there is the

internet with all the raw data needed for 1,000 interesting

articles just waiting for creative birth. Or you can merely

paraphrase the whole thing, give credit, or seek

permission to republish verbatum. Ask Steve Bloome

have to download photos, I’m just learning, and you can

hit a home run with your own “how-to” and help teach

your friends and you won’t even have to draw pictures.

You can do a brief book review or tell how you liked a

course at a school or a conference you attended. If it is

important to you and it concerns FABA it may be of

interest to the rest of us. If you weren’t creative you

wouldn’t be in FABA to beginwith!

FABA Officers

President Patty Draper 850-668-2876 applecrossforge@nettally.com

Vice President Bob Jacoby 904-260-9981 jacoby@southeast.net

Treasurer Lydia Burns 850-421-4852 mooseangel@excite.com

Secretary Karen W heeler 352-486-4370 kwheel@svic.net

Program Chairman Jeff Mohr 850-926-4448

Newsletter Editor Steve Bloom 352-528-6508 sab@gnv.ifas.ufl.edu 

Past President Clyde Payton 850-997-3627 paytonforge@nettally.com

Trustee #1 Joel Clark 904-321-2116 joelclark@nassnet.com

Trustee #2 Lewis Riggleman 352-521-3515

Trustee #3 Jerry Grice 850-421-4788

Trustee #4 Ray Reynolds 561-793-2452

ANVIL REPAIR FROM CALIFORNIAN BLACKSMITH

SEPT/OCT 2000... THIS ISSUE ON PAGE 10
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The Florida Artist Blacksmith Association(FABA) - Chapter of Artist Blacksmith Association of North

America, Inc., is a 501(c)(3) non-profit educational organization whose purposes are to teach, promote,

and preserve the art of blacksmithing.  Contributions are tax-deductible to the extent provided by law.

FABA publishes the Florida Clinker Breaker monthly, and FABA membership includes a subscription.  W e

solicit correspondence and unpaid articles on any subjects related to FABA’s purposes.  ABANA chapter

newsletters may reprint non-copyrighted material if it is credited to the author and this newsletter.  You

need the publisher’s permission to reprint copyrighted material unless otherwise noted.

CHECK YOUR
EXPIRATION DATE AND
PLEASE GET YOUR DUES
IN ON TIME. IT WILL
HELP FABA AND YOU
WILL STAY CURRENT
WITH ALL ACTIVITIES

The Florida  Clinker Breaker
FLORIDA ARTIST BLACKSMITH ASSOCIATION

LEROI PRICE, Editor

P.O. Box 760

Archer, FL 32618-0760

(352) 528-6508 or websmith@blacksmithing.org

http://www.blacksmithing.org

1  Classst

Postage

January  2001

mailto:websmith@blacksmithing.org

	Page 1
	Page02.pdf
	Page 1

	page03.pdf
	Page 1

	page04-5-6-ok.pdf
	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3

	PAGE07-MY.pdf
	Page 1

	PAGE08-HATCHET.pdf
	Page 1

	PAGE09-10-END.pdf
	Page 1
	Page 2




