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President’s Corner
by Patty Draper, President

Would you give up your eyesight for

blacksmithing?  Of course not, you say.

But that’s the very possible outcome of not

wearing eye protection while you work, or

watch someone else work, in the forge. 

No one is immune 

A new member recently shared

with  me his discomfort over the goings on

at a FAB A m eeting where the

demonstrator’s assistant and students in a beginning blacksmithing

class were not wearing eye protection.  He told me that when his

grandfather was a young farmer he, like many farmers of the

1800s, repaired his own farm equipment using forge and anvil.

While he was at the anvil hammering a plow part, a bit of the

metal flew into his eye, puncturing it and causing it to collapse.

Ken said his grandfather lost his eye, and for the rest of his life

was self-conscious of the sunken cavity on his face where the eye

had been.  

Well, after hearing this, I wore my sunglasses for the rest

of the meeting, even though I could hardly see inside the dim shop

where the demonstration was going on.  It made me realize how

easy it is to either forget to wear eye protection or to assume that

probably nothing will happen this one time you run the wire

w h e e l

over a piece to remove some scale, or lightly work that tiny bit

of hot iron.  I’m telling you, “Don’t do it!”  

In 1996, FABA purchased four Professional American

Red Cross Kits.  A kit was delivered to each of FABA’s four

regions and regional coordinators promised to make sure a kit

was brought to each meeting.  Also, the members of each region

were urged to see to it that at least one member, hopefully

several, took the American Red Cross course in First Aid. This

organization is committed to SAFELY teaching and

demonstrating the art and craft of blacksmithing.  But an

organization is only as good as its individual members.

Therefore, I ask each of you to take a pair of safety glasses for

yourself to each FABA event, and take an extra pair for that

friend you bring along or for anyone else who forgets theirs.  In

your own shop, position eye protection at the chop saw, anvil,

wire wheel and grinder.   

Board openings

On a lighter note, four board positions come open in

January 2001—Trustee, Newsletter Editor, Secretary, and

Treasurer.  Volunteer to run for one of these positions, and I

won’t have to twist your arm.  Seriously, being on the board is

a great way to meet people interested in blacksmithing, and to

try out your ideas for making our club even better.  Look for the

ballots in the August newsletter.  Have a great month! 

Clinker Breaker
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Upcoming Events
The calendar includes events of interest to the blacksmithing community.  Florida Artist Blacksmith Association (FABA) sponsored events are highlighted in bold
typeface.  The regions have no boundaries - everyone is welcome everywhere.  Come to more than one if you can.  We hold regular monthly meetings in each region
(except that we all try to get together at one Statewide Meeting each quarter) on the following Saturdays of each month: NE-1st, NW-2nd, SE-3rd, SW-last.  The actual
dates may vary from month to month; check the schedule below.  Our meetings are informal gatherings around the forge.  Prospective members are always welcome.
Come for all or any part of a meeting, bring your tools, or just watch.  Most meetings run from 9AM to 4PM, and you'll need to bring a lunch if you stay all day, unless
otherwise noted.  If you have any questions about meetings please contact the Regional Coordinators listed below:

NE Region - July 1

NW Region - July 8
SE Region - July 2

July, 2000

NE Jul 01 Pioneer Art Center, Barberville 12 noon--FABA board

meeting; Hinges and other small projects.  Possible Hossfeld

bender demonstration.

SE Jul 02 Sunday work party - Yesteryear Village - Come in the East

gate 4 on Sansbury Rd , or drive behind the amphitheater

when  other events on the fair grounds restrict access. Go

through the wooden gate near gate 6 by the pond in the

village. The gate may be dummy locked so check  to see  if

it is closed and looks locked. (questions to 561 793-9761;

ask for Mike)

NW Jul 08 Panhandle Pioneer Settlement in Blountstown, Fla.(see the

NW report, Pg.3 for details)

SE Jul 15 to be announced

SW Jul 22 to be announced

August, 2000

NE Aug 05 Pioneer Art Center, Barberville  

NW Aug 12 Ed Crane’s Shop, Tallahassee

SE Aug 19 to be announced

SW Aug 26 to be announced

Northeast Region: Bob Jacoby (904) 260-9981 jacoby@southeast.net

Northwest Region: Dr. Ed Crane (850) 893-3212 ncrane8364@aol.com

Southeast Region: Charlie Stemmann (561) 964-8834 stemmann@aol.com

Southwest Region: –want to volunteer?
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Roger demonstrating

Bob ‘demonstrating’

SoapBox
Steve Bloom, Editor

Wanted - FABA Board Members

The annual Fall elections are coming up fast – the ballot
will be in the next newsletter.  FABA needs to elect a
Trustee (bring your own mirror sunglasses), a Secretary, a
Treasurer, and an Editor.  If FABA has been important to
you (directly or indirectly by making it possible for you to
meet people and/or acquire knowledge), you may not be
able to pay back the favor, but you can ‘pay-forward’ and
help the organization continue to help smiths.  We need
some of you to help shoulder the load - so volunteer (or
convince someone else to do so!).

Smithing (or at least one Smith) in the news!

From The Health Advisor, May/June 2000 (a publication of
the Florida Department of Health), there appeared:

The building which houses the department of Helath
Secretary and other officials was dedicated on March 17 in
recognition of the contributions Dr. Prather has made to
public health in Florida.  And no - the building is named the
“E.Charlton Prather, M.D. Building”, not the “Skeeter
Building”.  Congratulations, Skeeter!

NE Regional Report 
Bob Jacoby, Regional Coordinator

The June NE Region meeting was held at Bob Jacoby's shop

in Jacksonville.  The shop isn't quite complete, but that

didn't stop the gang from breaking in the newest shop in the

FABA family.

Dr. Clyde Payton did the honor of lighting the first forge in

the yet-to-be christened shop.  Clyde also set up and

oversaw the tailgate sales area (his truck!). Roger Stuart

forged a beautiful set of tools for the new forge.  Roger also

passed along techniques

for feeding a coal fire

from underneath - a

trick he learned from

J.C. Hawkins.  Steve

Bloom manned the

forge and produced

some beautiful bolt

h e a d s  f o r  t h e

soon-to-be-built barn

doors.  Brian Tindell

b rought a long his

a l u m i n u m - b o d y ,

state-of-the-art horse

shoeing trailer for show

and tell.  Tom Kennedy

p a s s e d  a l o n g  h i s

completed disk for the

Barberville gate.

W e broke for lunch

around 11:30 and were

treated to a delicious

potato salad that Vi

Payton was kind enough to

bring, and Joel Clark

rounded out the menu with

some cake for dessert.  We

ran into a little glitch

because we didn't have a

knife to cut the giant

sandwiches that we had

got for lunch until Billy

Stapleton came through

with his newly finished

knife which he was

generous enough to let us

use to cut up the meal!

At lunch we watched a video of Jack Brubaker

demonstrating at the 1994 ABANA conference in St. Louis.

We never got around to the hinge project I had planned, but

Joel Clark brought along pictures of some hinges that he has

forged for his son's house in South Florida - some very nice

work.  I'll bring the stock to the July meeting in Barberville

- maybe we make the prototype then.  Joel offered to bring

the video of Jerry Darnell forging hinges so we can view it

at the meeting.

NW Regional Report
Ed Crane, Regional Coordinator

On Sat. 27th of May an enthusiastic and industrious group

of supporters met  at the Panhandle Pioneer Blacksmith

Shop in Blountstown, Fl. to make some electrical

installations. The group consisted of Willard Smith ,Jerry

Grice, John Butler, Bill Adams, Skeeter Prather , and Ed

Crane. I'm proud to say that we installed 13 multi-outlet
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electrical boxes , 2 double bulb 8 foot light fixtures, ran all

the wiring, and Willard , being the master electrician,

finished off the switches and connections to the main

electrical panel. The outlets were all tested and all worked

perfectly!!! It is encouraging to see the shop nearing

completion. 

As usual we were treated to a delicious lunch by Linda and

Willard Smith. 

Our regular monthly meeting for July will be at the

Panhandle Pioneer Blacksmith Shop on Sat. July 8th.

Willard will have some projects lined up for us and if time

permits we may make items for the Oct. auction.

On the second Sat. in Aug. the meeting will be at my shop

at 829 Lake Ridge Dr. , Tallahassee , Fl.  Bill Robertson ,

Patty Draper ,and myself are planning to bring back some

pearls of blacksmith wisdom from the national ABANA

meeting in Flagstaff , Az.  I'm making no promises but I

believe we can have something interesting. If anyone else is

going to the ABANA meeting I hope they will participate

too.
(Continued on Pg.9)
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May 2000 Chapter Liaison Letter

The time is getting close for the

Flagstaff Conference. June 1 is the

deadline for mail submission of

balusters for the bridge project,

buffalo skulls, and chain links. You

can still bring the skulls and balusters with you to Flagstaff,

but an early submission is preferred. The address for

submission of the chains, balusters and skulls is in the

registration packet information and on the ABANA web

site, www.abana.org. The Whitaker memorial wall will also

be a feature at Flagstaff. Give some thought to what Francis

meant to you, how he influenced you or any other stories

and jot down those thoughts to share with the attendees.

I will host a meeting of the chapter presidents on the

Wednesday afternoon of the Conference. Exact time and

place is not settled, but the information will be in the

registration packet, along with an agenda. Other Board

members will be present at this meeting, as well as roaming

around the conference, so please talk to us!  While we all

try to attend as many local chapter meetings and regional

conferences as possible, this is your biennial chance to meet

as many of us in one place at one time as possible. We look

forward to talking to as many ABANA members as we can.

The ABANA Board elections are rapidly approaching.

ABANA needs dedicated and hard-working volunteers to

make our organization bigger and stronger. If you have any

questions on what being a Board member is like, give any

of us a call, either a newcomer like me, someone who has

been on the Board for a while, like Jack Andrews or Joe

Harris, or someone who was on once and has come back,

like Dorothy Stiegler or Bill Fionini. Any of the current

Board members will be more than happy to discuss their

experiences with you. Discuss this at your chapter meetings,

identify those members who are proven leaders with drive

and a desire to help guide ABANA in the coming years, and

nominate them. We need a statement from the nominee, a

picture of the candidate, and at least 10 ABANA members'

signatures in support of the nomination.  Deadlines to have

this information to the Central Office is July 15.  LeeAnn

Mitchell will also accept hand delivered packets at the

ABANA booth during the conference.  Election ballots will

be mailed to ABANA members on or before August 15,

with completed ballots returned to the ABANA Central

Office and postmarked no later than September 15, 2000.

Winners will be posted on the web site as soon as all

nominees have been notified of the election results.

The ABANA website is now offering membership

registration and merchandise for sale 24/7. With the hard

work of the Internet Committee and Central Office, Internet

membership and sales services are increasing. During June,

LeeAnn will take over as Webmaster, a step allowed by

these efficiencies (and her abilities) and allowing faster

updates and improvements to the site. Continuing the

present trend, more and more general ABANA information

is available on the web site. Please check the site first, and

if the information is not there, then contact LeeAnn either

by phone or e-mail. As the site evolves, more and more

information will be posted and in easier forms to find. The

members’ only area is slowly increasing its activity, with

over 440 members now with approximately five new

additions per day. Postings on the classified area are also

increasing. We need your constructive input on the site.

A g a i n ,  c o n t a c t  e i t h e r  J a c k  A n d r e w s

skipjack@shore.intercom.net or LeeAnn abana@abana.org

with your suggestions.

With LeeAnn in attendance at the Conference, the Central

Office will be accepting mail but will not be doing sales or

on-line orders. Expect a delay in any inquiries or orders sent

to the Central Office during those two weeks. LeeAnn will

have merchandise and a special item or two available at

Flagstaff so be sure to stop by and say hello.

The April round of scholarships have been processed. Gary

Spoerre, Marc Maiorana, and Kelly Dallyn have been

awarded scholarships to further their progress and skills

development. The River Bluff Forge Council, Memphis,

Tennessee, was awarded a scholarship to support a class

sponsored by the chapter. We all look forward to reports on

these scholars in their chapter newsletters and/or ABANA

publications.

When applying for a scholarship, please review your

application to make sure that all the information has been

completed and all other information, like pictures of your

work and recent references are included. This includes the

name of the class at the school you are interested in

attending, and the date of that class. If you are applying for

work in a specific master's shop who does not offer classes

as a matter of course, a letter from that master approving

your course of study should be included as one of the letters

of reference. If any of this information is missing or

incomplete, the application will be returned for completion

and you may miss out on that application cycle. The

function of the program is to provide a complementary

source of support for your studies, not to underwrite a

significant portion of your direct and indirect costs. The

amounts listed in the application are not guidelines, but are

limits. Please do not ask for more money than what is listed,

as it will not be granted. Thanks for your cooperation.

I hope to meet as many of you as possible in Flagstaff and

in the meantime, safe and productive forging.

Doug Learn; 
121 Pebble Woods Drive  Doylestown, PA 18901-2907; (215) 489-1742
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New England Blacksmiths - Jan 2000,pg.11-12
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FABA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Florida Artist Blacksmith Association, Inc.

Chapter of ABANA, Inc.
Date __________   NewG       Renewal G

Name_________________________________
Address_______________________________
_____________________________________
   City                         State            Zip
Phone:Home_____________Work:_________
E-Mail______________________________
Spouse’s Name:________________________

If you do not wish to be listed me in the printed FABA
directory, please check the box to the right G 

Send this application and a membership fee of
$20.00 to

Lydia Burns, FABA Treasurer
66 Summerwind Circle
Crawfordville, FL 32327

Make check out to FABA.  Your FABA membership
gegins when we receive your payment and lasts one
year  Membership is for a family.  You don’t have to
be an ABANA member to join FABA, but many
FABA members are, and we encourage membership
in both organizations. See our web site for details.

FABA Officers

President Patty Draper 850-668-2876 applecrossforge@nettally.com

Vice President Bob Jacoby 904-260-9981 jacoby@southeast.net

Treasurer Lydia Burns 850-421-4852 mooseangel@excite.com

Secretary Karen W heeler 352-486-4370 kwheel@svic.net

Program Chairman Jeff Mohr 850-926-4448

Newsletter Editor Steve Bloom 352-528-6508 sab@gnv.ifas.ufl.edu 

Past President Clyde Payton 850-997-3627 paytonforge@nettally.com

Trustee #1 Joel Clark 904-321-2116 joelclark@nassnet.com

Trustee #2 Lewis Riggleman 352-521-3515

Trustee #3 Jerry Grice 850-421-4788

Trustee #4 Ray Reynolds 561-793-2452

Panhandle Pioneer Settlement Update
Bill Robertson,  Chair, 

Panhandle Pioneer Settlement Blacksmith Shop Committee

 
The electrical crew met at the Blountstown blacksmith shop in May and finished up the wiring.  We now have lights and

outlets on both sides of the shop.  A big thanks goes to volunteers Skeeter Prather, John Butler, Bill Adams, Jerry Grice,

Ed Crane and Willard Smith.  The lumber that was obstructing half the shop has been moved, and the building to house the

fire truck is under construction, which means that soon the fire truck will no longer be parked in the middle of the blacksmith

shop.  Plans are to have a regional meeting at the pioneer shop in July.

Classified Ads:

COAL: FABA members may obtain coal from the Pioneer Settlement for the Creative Arts in Barberville, Florida

(approximately 20 miles north of Deland, Florida) between the hours of 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. Monday through Friday.  Bags

are provided, but unless you arrange ahead of time you must shovel your own coal.  If you call ahead, the Center can have

the coal bagged prior to your arrival.  Call the Center at 904-749-2959.    

Power Hammer: 25 pound Little Giant Power Hammer runs great. Have a new set of  fuller dies. Call Dave at

850-421-4852 or e-mail olblueknives@yahoo.com. Price $2850.

Wanted: Volunteers for the FABA Board including an Editor!

mailto:olblueknives@yahoo.com.
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The Florida Artist Blacksmith Association(FABA) - Chapter of Artist Blacksmith Association of North

America, Inc., is a 501(c)(3) non-profit educational organization whose purposes are to teach, promote,

and preserve the art of blacksmithing.  Contributions are tax-deductible to the extent provided by law.

FABA publishes the Florida Clinker Breaker monthly, and FABA membership includes a subscription.  W e

solicit correspondence and unpaid articles on any subjects related to FABA’s purposes.  ABANA chapter

newsletters may reprint non-copyrighted material if it is credited to the author and this newsletter.  You

need the publisher’s permission to reprint copyrighted material unless otherwise noted.

The Florida  Clinker Breaker
FLORIDA ARTIST BLACKSMITH ASSOCIATION

Steve Bloom, Editor

P.O. Box 760

Archer, FL 32618-0760

(352) 528-6508 or websmith@blacksmithing.org

http://www.blacksmithing.org
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Source of Low Temp (Banite) Salt Pots

Bill Stapleton

Old Scott air pacs that firemen use can serve as salt pots.  Jim Corbett has several laying out near his shop,
that no longer pass the hydro test that is required. The neck  fits the 1500 watt heater element
perfectly, with no alteration. The price is right and Jim is looking to clear out a lot of the normal clutter
aroung a good blacksmith shop - so if you’re looking for a low temp salt pot, talk to Jim.

Opps!

At the State meeting at Clyde’s shop, several ‘mystery’ objects were suggested for inclusion in the
newletter’s ‘What is it’ section.  I’ve got the pictures but have managed to misplace my notes.  So if the
generous person who took the time to suggest them will contact me, maybe I can finally get them into the
Clinker Breaker.  One of them is:

mailto:websmith@blacksmithing.org
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