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President’s Corner
by Patty Draper, President

The big FABA event for February is the

statewide meeting on Saturday, February 19

in West Palm Beach (see Upcoming Events

for time and map).  The Southeast Region

has arranged for Elmer Roush of Brasstown,

North Carolina, to demonstrate at the

meeting.  Elmer is one of the best demonstrators I have ever seen.

His hammer control is phenomenal and his “working”

commentary is always interesting and educational.  Besides

building a successful business wholesaling his work to shops and

galleries, Elmer is the resident blacksmith at the John C. Campbell

Folk School in Brasstown.  In fact, Elmer was the instructor for

my first blacksmithing class at J.C. Campbell, and he was so very

patient and encouraging.  I strongly recommend him as a teacher.

Elmer has also pursued blacksmithing in Czechoslovakia and,

most recently, Ireland.  He will be showing us Celtic and Viking

ironwork.  I know you will enjoy Elmer’s demonstration.  

FABA holds regional, statewide meetings with well-known

demonstrators to bring the members from all across our state

together, and to spotlight the exceptional talent that you would

normally see only at an annual conference.  To fund the endeavor,

FABA makes available up to $650.00 for each meeting.  The next

regional, statewide meeting will be the second Saturday of April

2000 in Tallahassee.  One of the things demonstrator Doug

Merkel will show us is how he makes a Uri Hofi style forging

hammer.  

The FABA board of trustees will also meet during the lunch

break at the statewide meeting on February 19.  Key items on the

agenda will be consideration of the 2000 budget and selection of

the recipient of the Walt Anderson Founders Scholarship.  SE

region coordinator Charlie Stemmann provided me with some

information about motels convenient to the meeting (at exit 99

off the Florida Turnpike and Okeechobee Blvd.):  The Fairfield

Inn, 5981 Okeechobee Blvd., Phone 561-697-3388 ($99) and

Days Inn, 6255 Okeechobee Blvd., Phone 561-686-6000 or 1-

800-333-1492 ($79).  

Jeff Mohr, our program chairman, is well into planning for the

2000 annual conference in Barberville (always the second

Saturday of October).  He reminds me that it is time for each

region to starting planning its conference auction project.  If you

have an idea for an iron project that a group could execute, call

your regional coordinator.  Better yet, help plan the project by

volunteering to lay it out, assemble materials, etc.  I love the

coffee table that members of the SE region built two years ago,

and that I purchased at the auction.  Every one of those smiths

should be proud to have been involved in designing and forging

the table.  It is a fine piece of ironwork.  

Last, but certainly not least, get out there and do some smithing!

The more you hammer, the better you’ll be.  Have fun!

Clinker Breaker
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Upcoming Events
The calendar includes events of interest to the blacksmithing community.  Florida Artist Blacksmith Association (FABA) sponsored events are highlighted in bold
typeface.  The regions have no boundaries - everyone is welcome everywhere.  Come to more than one if you can.  We hold regular monthly meetings in each region
(except that we all try to get together at one Statewide Meeting each quarter) on the following Saturdays of each month: NE-1st, NW-2nd, SE-3rd, SW-last.  The actual
dates may vary from month to month; check the schedule below.  Our meetings are informal gatherings around the forge.  Prospective members are always welcome.
Come for all or any part of a meeting, bring your tools, or just watch.  Most meetings run from 9AM to 4PM, and you'll need to bring a lunch if you stay all day, unless
otherwise noted.  If you have any questions about meetings please contact the Regional Coordinators listed below:

NE Region - Feb 05

SE Region - Feb 19

SE Region - Feb 18

NW Region - Feb 11

February, 2000
NE Feb 05: Barberville -we will work on any finishing touches on the

Blacksmith's Helpers, work on the ABANA 2000 project,

and provide instruction on the proper use of the power

hammer. 

NW Feb 12: John Butler - Havana  Dr. Skeeter Prather will be

demonstrating the forging of trinkets using techniques and

jigs he has developed. Lunch will be served.

.SE Feb 18 A slide show will be held at Pete Yockey’s from 7:9PM

. Feb 19 The Yesteryear Village, West Palm Beach:  FABA  Board

meeting & demonstration by Elmer Roush on Celtic and

Viking iron work of around 935 . He will also have slides

on this subject and Ireland. Elmer spent the last year in

Ireland , teaching smithing and helping start a school  to

revive the Art of Blacksmith in Ireland.: Also See Pg.1

SW Feb 26:  to be announced

March, 2000
NE Mar 04: Barberville -

NW Mar 11: Doyle & Brian Conner - Lloyd

SE Mar 18 to be announced

SW Mar 25:  to be announced

Northeast Region: Bob Jacoby (904) 260-9981 jacoby@southeast.net

Northwest Region: Dr. Ed Crane (850) 893-3212 ncrane8364@aol.com

Southeast Region: Charlie Stemmann (561) 964-8834 stemmann@aol.com

Southwest Region: –want to volunteer?
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SoapBox
Steve Bloom, Editor

Every once in awhile, I get time to get to the shop.  Check
out the door knocker project in this issue - it worked fine
for me!  Also, if you haven’t tried the wax treatment that
appeared in the January issue, you’re missing the boat -
better than sliced bread (though it does taste a bit off).
Seriously - the best and most convenient surface treatment
that I have ever used - it’s now SOP in my shop.

Important Notice (Read this, Okay?)
 Renewal notice:  The renewal date is April 30, 2000.
Please send your $20 early to avoid  missing any issues of
the Clinker Breaker. Send to our Treasurer, Lydia  Burns
at 66 Summerwind Circle East, Crawfordville, Florida
32327.  Thanks.

Guys - we had renewals trickling in  November, when they
were due in May, i.e., we carried lots of folks for 6 months
without knowing whether they were going to renew or not.
This coming year, if you have not renewed by May 15,
don’t expect a June newsletter!  If you have seen this,
mention it to your friends, ‘cause the word is obviously not
getting out.

NE Regional Report 
Bob Mancuso

The first FABA meeting of the year 2000 was held on

January 1, 2000 at the Pioneer Art Settlement in

Barberville.  Although only nine members were present two

forges were fired up and some work was accomplished.

We decided that if you had to be somewhere on  the first

day of the new year this had to be the best place.  Some

members left early (because of football games) because of

family obligations. We are looking forward to a new year

of activities. As always new members are always welcome,

bring your friends.  If you have done any demonstrations

any place let us know.  It is a great way to get people

interested in blacksmithing.

NW Regional Report
Ed Crane

Our monthly meeting was held at the home and shop of Jeff

and Brooke Mohr in  Crawfordville , Fl. on Sat Jan 8,

2000.  We had 36 names on the sign-in sheet but there was

a head count of 50 just before lunchtime.    ( I have

observed that the head count is always at the maximum just

before lunch.) Jeff  gave us an excellent demonstration on

the subject of electric light  fixtures. After a brief overview

of the subject , Jeff proceeded to make a  beautiful table

lamp.  The lamp had a heavy square base with forged

corner feet, and a center post of pipe adorned with a

dogwood flower motif .  After the assembly  of the parts ,a

finish was applied and the wiring was added. At 

this point the lamp was so attractive and striking that

several members had money in hand ready to buy the lamp.

Jeff sold it for $100 although he normally gets  $250 for a

lamp like this. Jeff says he loves to get compliments on his

work but the ultimate compliment is "green stuff". There

was a lot of discussion   regarding the wiring of lighting

fixtures . Apparently it has been common practice for

blacksmiths to wire their lamps etc., however it  is unclear

if there would be a liability problem if an electrical

accident should happen in a fixture not wired by a licenced

electrician.

Before lunch Jeff demonstrated the technique for making

bamboo from pipe .  That was impressive!!!  And then he

demonstrated a jig for helping to make pot rack hooks.

A delicious lunch of chili ,and a variety of side dishes and

desserts was enjoyed by a hungry bunch.  Many thanks to

Brooke and Jeff for this great lunch!!

After lunch Jeff demonstrated the use of a wine rack jig and

demonstrated the technique for a diamond twist. It was a

very educational and interesting meeting by a great

demonstrator.  Thanks Jeff!

P.S.  Don't miss our next meeting (2nd Sat. in Feb.) at John

Butler's shop in Havana, Fl.   Skeeter says he will be

demonstrating  "trinkets" ...

SE Regional Report
Charlie Stenmann

No report was received for the January meeting.

FRANCIS WHITAKER BLACKSMITHING

 SCHOLARSHIP

John C. Campbell Folk School  B R A S S T O W N, N C

CONTACT:Karen Beaty 828-837-2775  (Note: Karen has

replaced Ruth Truett as Program Manager at the School.)

One Whitaker scholarship for experienced smiths will be

awarded at the John C. Campbell Folk School in 2000. This

"tuition only" ($550) scholarship will be awarded for the

spring two-week class of Whitaker traditional methods

taught by Clay Spencer,  March 26 - April 8, 2000.

Needs of the applicant will be considered, and applicants

must be above the beginner level. Apply by sending the

following items to the: John C. Campbell Folk School,

Blacksmith Scholarship, One Folk School Road,

Brasstown, North Carolina 28902.

1.Name, address, phone number

2.Resume of your blacksmithing experience. Include

training, blacksmith classes taken, apprenticeships,

blacksmith and related work experience. Describe type of

work, products, your part of the work, length of time, etc.

(Example - Can you forge-weld, turn a smooth scroll with

hammer and anvil, and forge an upset square corner?)
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3.Pictures and description of your present work.

4.Reason you need scholarship money.

5.Goals of your blacksmithing career.

6.Projects you propose to make in the class.

Application and project proposal must be received by

February 25, 2000.

PS: If you have taken a couple of classes and/or have been

working in a forge and working at meetings for a year or so

and have learned all the basic techniques, you will probably

be qualified for the class. You should be able to draw a

point or a flat taper, round up stock, upset, punch a hole,

make a tenon, bend a scroll, rivet, make a pair of tongs,

forge weld or at least attempt a weld, etc. You will need to

make a drawing of your proposed project, doesn't have to

be a real fancy drawing, just to scale or close. All the

joinery in the project must be using traditional joinery, no

arc/MIG welding. In 1999 your chances of winning a

scholarship were excellent, two smiths applied and two got

scholarships.

Classified Ads
Knifemakers -you’ll want to read this.....

Kevin Casey has available two types of salt available:

Nu-Sal which is a high temp salt for austenitizing and

Thermo-Quench which is a low temp salt for quenching

and tempering. The price for the Nu-Sal is $0.70lb and for

the Thermo-Quench $1.20lb. This price does not include

shipping and i will ship UPS ground. If you're interested in

getting any just send me an e-mail with how much and

what kind you want and your shipping address and I'll let

you know what the total cost is.  Kevin can be reached at:

 kc@darkhorse.mv.com

Enough high temp salt to double charge an 18" long, 4"

diameter pipe is under $60.00 - SAB.

Welcome to New members :

As the dust has settled after the renewal period, we can

finally start introducing our new members. 

Dr. Robert and Jeanette Booth Jacksonville, FL

Dave & Pat Clendining Wellington, FL

David Crosby Tallahassee, FL

Steve Crowell St. Augustine, FL

Raymond Davis Tallahassee, FL

Norman Gitzen Lake Worth, FL

Russell Haines Tallahassee, FL

David Hartman Sarasota, FL

William & Curtie Herring Monticello, FL

John-Michael Hynes Havana, FL

Metal Supermarket of Tallahassee Tallahassee, FL

James Rials Crescent City, FL

Eugene Salzman Jacksonville, FL

Brian W Tindell Jacksonville, FL

Len Turner Tallahassee, FL

Dan & Robin Vaughn Trenton, FL

I also received a set of pictures from an Estonian smith,

Eerik Kouts, who will be joining FABA.  Check out one of

his modest projects below and the water-driven power

hammer!

mailto:kc@darkhorse.mv.com
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An Example of this project from IronFlower Forge
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FABA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Florida Artist Blacksmith Association, Inc.

Chapter of ABANA, Inc.
Date __________   NewG       Renewal G

Name_________________________________
Address_______________________________
_____________________________________
   City                         State            Zip
Phone:Home_____________Work:_________
E-Mail______________________________
Spouse’s Name:________________________

If you do not wish to be listed me in the printed FABA directory,
please check the box to the right G 

Send this application and a membership fee of $20.00
to

Lydia Burns, FABA Treasurer
66 Summerwind Circle
Crawfordville, FL 32327

Make check out to FABA.  The FABA membership
year begins May 1.  New memberships received after
December 31 also cover the following year. 
Membership is for a family.  You don’t have to be an
ABANA member to join FABA, but many FABA
members are, and we encourage membership in both
organizations.

ABANA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Artist Blacksmith Association of North America, Inc.
Name__________________________________

Address________________________________

_______________________________________
 City                                   State             Zip
Phone__________________________________
The undersigned applies for membership in the Artist
Blacksmith Association of North America and
encloses ______ as annual membership dues for one
year.  Checks must be in U.S. funds.  Membership
includes a subscription to the Anvil’s Ring and The
Hammer’s Blow.

Credit Card No.___________________________
VisaG MasterCardG
Expiration Date__________________
G Full time Student(1 yr only) $35/yr
G Regular membership $45/yr
G Senior Citizen (age 65+) $40/yr
G Overseas Surface Mail $60/yr
G Overseas Airmail $80/yr
G Contributory Membership $100/yr
G Public Library Subscription $35/yr
Call (706) 310-1030 to charge your membership to
VISA or MasterCard, or make out a check to
ABANA and send to :

ABANA
P.O. Box 816
Farmington, GA 30638

FABA Officers

President Patty Draper 850-668-2876 applecrossforge@nettally.com
Vice President Bob Jacoby 904-260-9981 jacoby@southeast.net
Treasurer Lydia Burns 850-421-4852 mooseangel@excite.com
Secretary Karen Wheeler 352-486-4370 kwheel@svic.net
Program Chairman Jeff Mohr 850-926-4448
Newsletter Editor Steve Bloom 352-528-6508 sab@gnv.ifas.ufl.edu 
Past President Clyde Payton 850-997-3627
Trustee #1 Joel Clark 904-321-2116 joel.clark@mindspring.com
Trustee #2 Lewis Riggleman 352-521-3515
Trustee #3 Jerry Grice 850-421-4788
Trustee #4 Ray Reynolds 561-793-2452



The Florida Artist Blacksmith Association(FABA) - Chapter of Artist Blacksmith Association of North

America, Inc., is a 501(c)(3) non-profit educational organization whose purposes are to teach, promote,

and preserve the art of blacksmithing.  Contributions are tax-deductible to the extent provided by law.

FABA publishes the Florida Clinker Breaker monthly, and FABA membership includes a subscription.  W e

solicit correspondence and unpaid articles on any subjects related to FABA’s purposes.  ABANA chapter

newsletters may reprint non-copyrighted material if it is credited to the author and this newsletter.  You

need the publisher’s permission to reprint copyrighted material unless otherwise noted.

The Florida  Clinker Breaker
FLORIDA ARTIST BLACKSMITH ASSOCIATION

Steve Bloom, Editor

P.O. Box 760

Archer, FL 32618-0760

(352) 528-6508 or websmith@blacksmithing.org

http://www.blacksmithing.org
1  Classst

Postage

February 2000

* submit stuff or you’ll keep seeing stuff from my shop! – Editor

Late Breaking ‘News’: Do you have flourescent lighting in an unheated shop?  Do half of the bulbs refuse to fire up when you

go out on a cold morning?  If so, a tip from Rec.Metalworking might help.  Sweep (gently) the bulbs with a damp broom.  I

can get 10 out of 12 reluctant bulbs to fire up using this technique.  I recommend NOT using a metal handle.

Ideas from Members’ Shops* : How to add a third man to your coal forge and make it adjustable for those items that are

a bit too short for the main support but a bit too long to stay in the fire by themselves.

mailto:websmith@blacksmithing.org
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