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This month you have a special
treat in store for you - the 1999
ANNUAL CONFERENCE of
the FLORIDA ARTIST
B L A C K S M I T H
ASSOCIATION.   FABA was
established on May 18,1985,
d u r i n g  t h e  b i e n n i a l
S O U T H E A S T E R N
REGIONAL BLACKSMITHING CONFERENCE in
Madison, Georgia. There were twenty-seven
“members” who signed up at that organizational
meeting which was organized and conducted by our
first President, Willard Smith.  Twenty-four of those
members were from Florida and three were from
Georgia.  By September of 1985, our membership had
grown to 62 members.  Ur first Blacksmith meeting
was held on June 22, 1985 at the Junior Museum in
Tallahassee, Florida.  During the first year, we met

somewhere in Florida each month, except December.
The first October Annual meeting, what we called
then, “The Big Meeting” was held on Friday, October
25, Saturday the 26 , and Sunday, the 27 , 1985 atth th

Clyde Payton’s shop.

So,the Annual October Conference of 1999 in
Barberville will make the 15  Annual FABAth

Conference - they keep getting bigger and better -
especially, Better!.  We have a line-up of some of the
best demonstrators in blacksmithing AND other crafts
as well, that you’ll ever see.  This will be a show that
you can’t miss!

Under the chairmanship of Ray Roberts, he and many
others have worked very hard to bring you this
fantastic conference.  So bring your spouse, all the
kids, and grandma too, and join in the fun.
  

 Happy Hammering - Clyde Payon

Clinker Breaker
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Upcoming Events
The calendar includes events of interest to the blacksmithing community.  Florida Artist Blacksmith Association (FABA) sponsored

events are highlighted in bold typeface.  The regions have no boundaries - everyone is welcome everywhere.  Come to more than one

if you can.  We hold regular monthly meetings in each region (except that we all try to get together at one Statewide Meeting each

quarter) on the following Saturdays of each month: NE-1st, NW-2nd, SE-3rd, SW-last.  The actual dates may vary from month to

month; check the schedule below.  Our meetings are informal gatherings around the forge.  Prospective members are always welcome.

Come for all or any part of a meeting, bring your tools, or just watch.  Most meetings run from 9AM to 4PM, and you'll need to bring

a lunch if you stay all day, unless otherwise noted.  If you have any questions about meetings please contact the Regional Coordinators

listed below:

Northeast Region: Bob Jacoby (904) 260-9981 jacoby@southeast.net

Northwest Region: Dr. Ed Crane (850) 893-3212 ncrane8364@aol.com

Southeast Region: Charlie Stemmann (561) 964-8834 stemmann@aol.com

Southwest Region: –waiting for a volunteer - what about you?

October, 1999
NE Oct 02: Barberville - prepare for the conference
NW Oct 09: State-wide Conference <= get it on your calender!

If you’re taking a class, remember to bring your
tools!

SE Oct 16: no meeting
SW Oct 23: to be announced

November, 1999
NE Nov 06: Country Jamboree at Barberville
NW Nov 13: Skeeter Prather's shop in Tallahassee.  Bill

Robertson will be  demonstrating   some secret
techniques he learned at John Campbell Folk
School  this summer.

SE Nov 20:  to be announced
SW Nov 27:  to be announced

December, 1999
NE Dec 04: to be announced
NW Dec 11: Jerry Grice's shop in Woodville, Fla.
SE Dec 18:  to be announced
SW Dec 25: {somehow I think we’ll all be home if we can managed it}
                                                                                 

Remember - the FABA web site is up and the schedule, maps, and any alterations to the schedule
published here will appear at:          http://www.blacksmithing.org

NE meeting & Conference
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David Ponsler (foreground) &   Jack Khalm 

Leaf after folding and cross-peining 

Northeast Regional News
Part 1

Bob Jacoby, Northeast Coordinator
The NE Region October meeting will be held at Barberville.
We will:

1) finalize the setup for the October conference,
2) work on links for the ABANA 2000 Conference

Chain Project
3) eat lunch.

Part 2
Steve Bloom

 I was able to attend the joint NOMA-FABA meeting in

Ocala where David Ponsler was demonstrating in Jack

Khalm’s shop.  I got there just in time for lunch (a shrimp

boil that was very well appreciated), and thus missed the

morning demonstration on forging aluminum, I was present

for a great demo on heavy-duty fold forming.  The project

was a leaf (apprx 10 guage steel) that was cut into a leaf

shape, folded on the center line, cross-peined on the edge as

if it were a blade (thus causing the leaf to curve as shown in

the picture below.  

The leaf was then spread, resulting in:

 David also had available a free-form sculpture that

incorporated some of the same folding techniques.  While

the object was impressive enough (see picture to right),

watching David handle

pieces that size even

more impressive.

Like all such demos, I

went away with some

new ideas (but not

quite on the same scale

as David’s).

Northwest
R e g i o n a l
News

Ed Crane, Northwest Coordinator

August:      

There were 32 in attendance for our northwest regional

meeting at the home and shop of Ed Crane in Tallahassee

Sat. Aug 14, 1999. Joe and Linda Howlett of Ocala get the

prize for having traveled the longest distance. We suffered

the heat and humidity of a hot August day but were

rewarded by a great demonstration by Jeff Mohr of

Crawfordville.  Jeff started his theme on joinery  with the

basics of forge welding and demonstrated how simple a

forge weld can be if you know what you are doing.  He

continued with joinery using  tenons, how to make tenons,

and use of the monkey tool. He showed us a jig he uses for

making pickets of equal length with a tenon on each end.

Jeff showed several other tools he uses in special situations.

He then demonstrated collaring types and techniques. Jeff
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often uses a special soft steel alloy material for collars that

can be applied without heat. Off and on throughout the

morning the  "BULL" air hammer was used. There was 

considerable interest by those who had not seen it before. 

Jeff finished the morning demo by making a chain link by

using 8 inches of  3/8" round as specified by the "link

project" Lunch on the porch overlooking Lake Jackson was

enjoyed by all. Nancy Crane and her helpers served a most

delicious lunch of BBQ chicken , slaw, beans,  and an

assortment of deserts . Many thanks Nancy !!!  

We regret that Jeff , Brooke, and their 2 daughters had to

leave right after the demo to visit Brooke's dad who is

seriously ill. We will keep him in our prayers Brooke.

Thanks again Jeff for generously sharing your blacksmithing

knowledge and skills.

September:      

I was completely surprised by the great turnout at our Sept.

meeting. The meeting was held at Sam Atkins Park Pioneer

Settlement blacksmith shop in Blountstown on Sat. Sept. 11,

1999. There were 34 in attendance including 4 children ,who

seemed to be enjoying the activities as much as the adults.

Our goal for the day was to make items for sale at "Goat

Day" to help support the Pioneer Settlement.  By 9AM

Willard Smith had 4 or 5 forges pouring out a lot of smoke.

As soon as the smoke cleared smiths were hammering away

at each forge station.  A variety of items were produced

including wall hooks , bracelets, hanger for a potted plant,

and several other items. The forges were busy most of the

morning and I am guessing 8 or 10 smiths participated .

Others enjoyed looking and learning .Linda Smith ,Frances,

and others prepared for us [as usual]  a great lunch - a

variety of good country cooking. Many, many thanks for the

great feast. It was a beautiful day and I believe we

accomplished our goal.

PS. No regional meeting in Oct. because of statewide

meeting in Barberville.  The northwest region meeting on

the second Sat in Nov. will be at  Skeeter Prather's shop in

Tallahassee. Bill Robertson will be demonstrating chasing

techniques.  Don't  miss it !!!

Southeast Regional News
Charile Stemmann, Southeast Coordinator

  The meeting was held at the South Florida Fair Grounds,

in the Yesteryear Village. The meeting was a work party

meeting .There was eight members that came to work on the

new blacksmith shop. We all demonstrated our carpentry

skills at this meeting. We finished putting up a wall and put

up some finish wood work on the front part of the building.

  Bill Burridge supplied lunch for all who was there. We

thank you Bill !   An added thank you to Mike McCoy for all

the hours he has put into this  project by himself . He has

gotten this project well under way. Mike we thank  you for

all of your efforts on the new blacksmith shop. 

“Classified” Ads

Position Available:

GREAT SOUTHERN METALS is accepting applications

for a lead metalsmith position.  Applicants must have

advanced skills in hand blacksmithing and fabrication as

well as in the use of power hammers, hydraulic presses,

mig and tig welders and other machinery.  A degree in or

knowledge of art is very favorable.  The company has a

well-equipped, clean shop with 16 very enjoyable team

players.  We do creative design and work nationally.  We

offer top starting pay and benefits.  Fayetteville is a

University town consistently listed in the Top Ten most

favorable places to live in the USA.  Send resume and

photographs of your work to 600 West Meadow Street,

Fayetteville, Arkansas (AR)  72701.  For further

information, call Stephen Marquardt at 501-521-3166. 

For Sale: 
Handmade 16" Western Mule Saddle on a Superior Brand

Mule tree.  Russet non-tooled leather.  Red Padded seat

[Bevins buckles, crupper ring, oak stirrups with leather

wrap]. Used very little and kept in the house.  Paid $1200

originally, will sell for $800.  Sarah McMurray 561-793-

1759

Forge: Buffalo - 53" long x 32" wide x 39" tall.  Sheet iron

and angle iron construction.  Electric blower with ON/OFF

switch plus infinite speed fan control reostat switch.  This

forge has a new Champion fire pot (tuyere) with built-in

clinker breaker & ash dump. $300.00 (firm)

Sander: large commerical size, Craftsman combination

belt and disc. Cast iron construction (not sheet metal and

plastic!). Disc size 9". Belt size 6" x 48". (belts and discs

readily available from Sears or Harbor Freight). Disc side

has adjustable rest table, belt side has adjustable rest stop.

With or without motor. $100.00

Band Hack Saw: Black & Decker, power, portable.

$75.00

Anvil: American 400 lbs perfect shape. $800.00

Hand Tools: All kinds, too numerous to list.  Individually

priced.

Contact Clyde Payton @ 850/997-3627
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As a service to our members, I will occasionally spend your money to publish an advertisement for services and/or products

that I think will be of interest.  We have two such items this month.

Gill Fahrenwald (P.O. Box 2323, Olympia, WA 98507; anvilman@orcalink.com) has produced a fine calender featuring

12 black-and-white photos of turn-of-the-century blacksmith shops.  He has also generously donated a pair of them for our

auction, so check out the calender when looking over the auction items.  Much to my chagrin, I’ve managed to misplace the

price information and I’m up against the dealine.

I also received the following notices from George Dixon.  If his publication is up to the standards of his forge work, I don’t

see how you can go wrong.

mailto:anvilman@orcalink.com)
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FABA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Florida Artist Blacksmith Association, Inc.

Chapter of ABANA, Inc.
Date __________   NewG       Renewal G

Name_________________________________
Address_______________________________
_____________________________________
   City                         State            Zip
Phone:Home_____________Work:_________
E-Mail______________________________
Spouse’s Name:________________________

If you do not wish to be listed me in the printed FABA directory,
please check the box to the right G 

Send this application and a membership fee of $20.00
to

Lydia Burns, FABA Treasurer
66 Summerwind Circle
Crawfordville, FL 32327

Make check out to FABA.  The FABA membership
year begins May 1.  New memberships received after
December 31 also cover the following year. 
Membership is for a family.  You don’t have to be an
ABANA member to join FABA, but many FABA
members are, and we encourage membership in both
organizations.

ABANA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Artist Blacksmith Association of North America, Inc.
Name__________________________________

Address________________________________

_______________________________________
 City                                   State             Zip
Phone__________________________________
The undersigned applies for membership in the Artist
Blacksmith Association of North America and
encloses ______ as annual membership dues for one
year.  Checks must be in U.S. funds.  Membership
includes a subscription to the Anvil’s Ring and The
Hammer’s Blow.

Credit Card No.___________________________
VisaG MasterCardG
Expiration Date__________________
G Full time Student(1 yr only) $35/yr
G Regular membership $45/yr
G Senior Citizen (age 65+) $40/yr
G Overseas Surface Mail $60/yr
G Overseas Airmail $80/yr
G Contributory Membership $100/yr
G Public Library Subscription $35/yr
Call (706) 310-1030 to charge your membership to
VISA or MasterCard, or make out a check to
ABANA and send to :

ABANA
P.O. Box 816
Farmington, GA 30638

FABA Officers

President Clyde Payton 850-997-3627
Vice President Bill Roberts 352-687-2959 robertsb@pig.net
Treasurer Lydia Burns 850-421-4852
Secretary Karen Wheeler 352-486-4370
Program Chairman Ray Roberts 850-997-4403
Newsletter Editor Steve Bloom 352-528-6508 sab@gnv.ifas.ufl.edu 
Past President Ray Roberts 850-9974403
Trustee #1 John Butler 850-539-5742
Trustee #2 Lewis Riggleman 352-521-3515
Trustee #3 Jerry Grice 850-421-4788
Trustee #4 Ray Reynolds 561-793-2452

mailto:robertsb@pig.net
mailto:sab@gnv.ifas.ufl.edu


The Florida  Clinker Breaker
FLORIDA ARTIST BLACKSMITH ASSOCIATION
Steve Bloom, Editor
P.O. Box 760
Archer, FL 32618-0760
(352) 528-6508
websmith@blacksmithing.org

The Florida Artist Blacksmith Association(FABA) - Chapter of Artist Blacksmith Association of North

America, Inc., is a 501(c)(3) non-profit educational organization whose purposes are to teach, promote,

and preserve the art of blacksmithing.  Contributions are tax-deductible to the extent provided by law.

FABA publishes the Florida Clinker Breaker monthly, and FABA membership includes a subscription.  W e

solicit correspondence and unpaid articles on any subjects related to FABA’s purposes.  ABANA chapter

newsletters may reprint non-copyrighted material if it is credited to the author and this newsletter.  You

need the publisher’s permission to reprint copyrighted material unless otherwise noted.

Soapbox -  Steve Bloom, Editor

FABA’s web site is up at http://www.blacksmithing.org .Send your links, your pictures, and whatever you would like to

contribute to me at “websmith@blacksmithing.org” .

Also, for those folks in the Tallahassee area, if your area code was changed from  914 to 850, please let me know so that

the membership directory can be corrected.

LAST ISSUE! - If there is a 1999 on your address label, this is the last issue that you will

receive unless you renew your membership.  Don’t delay - renew today!

October 1999

mailto:�websmith@blacksmithing.org�
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