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President’s Corner
by Clyde Payton, President

{Editorial comment: Murph, our esteemed former editor, requested profiles on
some of our members and Clyde generously complied, hence this month’s
President’s Corner}

I can’t really say that there was a

specific point in time when I

became interested in Blacksmithing,

i.e., when I “got bit by de BUG.”  I

sort of grew up with it.  I was born

and reared in a very rural part of

central Alabama in Chilton County,

in the early nineteen thirties.

Great grandfather was a farmer and

had a very simple “farm” forge.  He

repaired and sharpened all his own

farm “stuff”.  My grandfather – likewise a farmer– had a very

simple farm forge which he used only for the most utilitarian

purposes.  My father was a SAW SMITH.  He sharpened and

repaired saws for the local lumber endeavors, saw mills, planer

mills, and the “public”.  Also, as a child, I remember hanging

around the local blacksmith shop in the small town of Thorsby,

Alabama.  This was a shop run by distant relatives of mine and

their mainstay was shoeing mules and horses.  Try as I may, I

could never go inside to watch the goings on – because everytime

this barefoot young’en got close I would promptly get run off!

“Biscuits are the BANE of Barefoot Boys”* And I suppose these

blacksmiths knew this, which always resulted in my quick

dispersion.

I’ll  never forget my first attempt at a “real” blacksmithing

project.  I was only six, maybe seven years old.  I had just made

myself a nice archery bow and a few arrows from small bamboo

reeds.  What I now needed were some real sharp arrow tips to

mount into the business end of my arrows.  After all, how can a

great hunter do-in big game with inferior stuff!

With self-reliance and determination I set to make my own arrow

points.  I knew enough about blacksmithing (from grandfathers

and father) to know exactly what I needed – so the tools were

assembled:

Forge – the fireplace where a fire was already ablaze

Blower - a simple hand fan like the one we used in

 church

Hammer - the household claw hammer

Anvil - the upturned smooth face of Mon’s pressing

 iron (non-electric kind)
(continued on  page 3)



11

Announcements

"Tom Rolfe , the SW region coordinator would like to hear from anyone who would like to volunteer a meeting
site and or  subject or demonstrator"  At this time all
dates are available except for the  July meeting .

Second Biennial Upper Midwest Regional Blacksmithing Conference  June 11-13, 1999
Thresherman’s Park, Pontiac, Illinois

Plan to attend what promises to be one of the best Conferences of the season! The Demonstrators are some of today’s finest

blacksmiths, and they are prepared to share skills & techniques you will be able to take back to your shop and use immediately.  From

novice to professional, this Conference will provide education, friendship, & growth as a Blacksmith as together we work to promote

our craft.  Tailgating, Gallery, Vendors, Auctions, & Iron in the Hat!

Friday…Registration opens 8 a.m.  Conference begins 1 p.m., ends 3 p.m. Sunday

Demonstrators:   Friday -- Billy Merritt -- Knifemaker

Friday Night -- Two Glass Blowers; more Demonstrators TBA

Saturday & Sunday  -- Chuck Hawes--Welton, IL.  Demonstrating Knives--

        Doug Merkel--Poled Hatchet with support wings Plus Saw-toothed  Adjustable Trammel  ;    One-Piece Flesh

Fork;  Shutter Dog ;  Fireplace Crane;   Bottle Opener;  Cheese Slicer   ; Cork Screw

Blacksmith Meets the Machinist   Demonstrating on the lathe, milling machine, & shaper  Jim Ribordy, Harley Larson, Bob Bergman

Wayne Evert --Loose Sand Casting 

ABANA Teaching Station for Beginner’s Class

For more information, please contact: John K. Biewer;11722 W. 13  Street;Winthrop Harbor, IL   60096;847.746.2470    FAX -th

847.746.7465 ;Email  leebiewer@sprintmail.com

New Members : 

  Rick Allen Kim & Peggy Belvin  Ron Childers
6742 118 Ave.No. 17976 W. Sycamore Rd 4681 Chaires Cross Road
Largo, FL 33773 Loxahatchee, FL 33470 Tallahassee, FL 32311

Marcello DeCicco Jim & Ann Hartman George Holcroft
308-B Pine Street Rt 1, Box 636 9790 Fern Lane No.1
West Palm Beach, FL 33407 Perry, FL 32347 Miramar, FL 33025

Pat Imbimbo, Jr. Henry & Sandra Johnson Benjamin & Margaret Kopperl
2450 Kimberley Lane P.O. Box 822 13121 SW 121 Ave.
Tallahassee, FL 32311 Wacissa, FL 32361 Archer, FL 32618-2307

Richard Lancaster Michael Le Compte Ernest & Rebecca Morrow
P.O. Box 5445 3263 Kirk Rd, Apt # 3 Rt 4, Box 4799
Gainesville, FL 32602 Lakeworth, FL 33461 Monticello, FL 32344

William E. & Carol Ann Nelson Therese Pine Robert & Jennifer Pohle
12904 Mia Circle 2032 Harriet Drive 24 Louise St, P.O.Box 376
Largo, FL 33774 Tallahassee, FL 32303-7316 St.Augustine, FL 32085-0376

James & Nicole Prescott Lon H. Preston III Carlo Raineri
3619 Trask Street 4200 Community Drive #213 6 Milestone Way
Jacksonville, FL 32205 West Palm Beach, FL 33409 West Palm Beach, FL 33415

Wesley Ruddell Jason Scheese J.L. Thompson, Deariso Farms
13614 Rt. 19 P.O. Box 1223 1610 West Street
Waterford, PA 16441 Monticello, FL 32345 Sylvester, GA 31791

mailto:leebiewer@sprintmail.com
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“Classified” Ads

For Sale:

  Anvil (Hay Budden) 125lb $200;  Anvil (Eagle) 100lb (dated 1909) $200;  Post Vise (4")  $40; Post Drill Press  $30;

 Power Hack Saw  $30;   Hammer and Tongs; Blacksmithing books; 200lbs coal; scrap iron, home-made double-action bellows (2 ft

wide x 3 ft long); homemade forge – can be made into a portable black smith shop vintage 1700's

 Johnnie Griffin 352-726-8085

Now available:

 “The Complete Modern Blacksmith” by Alexander Weygers.  300pgs $19.95 Ten-Speed Press (1-800-841-BOOK)

www.alexweygers.com (If you have Alex’s separate books, you might still want this one.  If you don’t, you definitely want this one –

ed.)

Volunteer Blacksmiths Sought

Tallahassee Museum of History and Natural Science is seeking blacksmiths to volunteer in the blacksmith shop on the 1880s

farm, especially on Saturdays and Sundays. Responsibilities would entail demonstrating and explaining  blacksmithing to Museum

visitors.  Schedule is flexible. Contact: Education Department, Tallahassee Museum of   History and Natural Science,  Phone: (850)

575-8684 

Videos Available:

Watch the Masters of Blacksmithing right in the comfort of your own home.  Now available, the 1998 ABANA  Conference

videotapes, as well as others.  Full length videos from $24 give you the opportunity to learn from the best artist/blacksmiths in

America.  Send or call for free catalog.  Visa/Mastercard.  Rocky Comfort Forge and Video Productions, Rt. 3  Box 3678, Quincy,

Florida 32351. 850-627-7949

Conference Notice

I would like to invite you all to "CanIron Fire and Design 99" to be held on the campus of the Southern Alberta Institute of Technology

(SAIT)  in Calgary, Alberta Canada on July 1-4 1999.  We have a cast of international demonstrators.  You will be familiar with some

and others will be new to many of you.  The SAIT campus is located in the heart of the city with easy access via a light rail transit

system (LRT) to motels/hotels and many of the cities attractions. Calgary is located in south/central Alberta approximately 1 1/2 hours

drive from Banff National Park and world famous Lake Louise.  This year the Calgary Stampede (July 9-19th1999) celebrates the the

20th anniversary of the World Championship Blacksmith's Competition with the worlds best farriers competing for the top prize of

$20.000 dollars. Bring the family and make it your summer vacation.

We have had a tremendous response so far and are expecting 400-500 people to attend CanIron.   Check out our web site

http://www.sait.ab.ca/caniron  for details. We are unable to take registrations via the internet but the registration form can be printed

off and mailed in. For all visitors outside of Canada make sure you check the current rate of exchange on the dollar.  Your buck goes a

long way here. (about 40 cents on the US dollar last time I checked). Check the travel section of our web site

http://www.sait.ab.ca/caniron/book.htm for some deals on air travel. Air Canada, partnered with United Airlines is offering CanIron

deligates discounts if the event number   # CV993177 is quoted on the ticket.  You will also help CanIron financialy if you book

through them.

A hard copy of our registration package will be ready to mail out by the end of the week Please supply us with snail mail addresses of

people you think might be interested.

Rob Sadowski; CanIron Conference Coordinator; 1301-16 Ave. N.W.; Calgary, Alberta; Canada; T2M 0L4 ;

phone 403-284-7274;   fax      403-284-7178

Workshop Notice

Fold-Forming workshops June 27-30, 1999 and Advanced Fold-forming: July 12-15, 1999; both in Calgary, Alberta).  Contact Brian

Press, Box 1624, Ste. M., Calgary, AB, T2P 2L7, Canada (http://www.ganoksin.com/borisat/tree.cgi) for details.

http://www.alexweygers.com
http://(http://www.ganoksin.com/borisat/tree.cgi)
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REGISTRATION FORM: Southeastern Regional Blacksmith Conference
Lion=s Club Fairgrounds, Madison, Georgia, May 13-14-15, 1999

Please indicate all membership affiliations:
__ ABANA __Alabama Forge Council __Alex Bealer Blacksmith Assoc.
__ Appalachian Area Chapter __Florida Artist Blacksmiths Association
__ Ocmulgee Blacksmith Guild __South Carolina Artists and Blacksmiths  __North Carolina Chapter

Member Registration(1 person, entire event) $50 ____
Non-member Registration (1 person, entire event) $60 ____
Senior citizen Registration (1 person, entire event) $50 ____
Family Registration (all or part of conference) no additional charge this year XXX

(spouse and/or children 18 and under)
LATE FEES (If postmarked after April 30 or at the conference) $10 <-- WILL NOT BE CHARGED
Thursday Evening Banquet       $10 per person ____

Blacksmithing Class Sign-up (All classes $10 per class per person)
  Fri. AM Beginning/Intermediate  [student=s name___________________________] $10 ____
         PM Beginning/Intermediate [student=s name___________________________] $10 ____
  Sat. AM Beginning/Intermediate [student=s name___________________________] $10 ____
         PM Beginning/Intermediate [student=s name___________________________] $10 ____

(please print)

Family Program Sign-up, Sub-Total from the Back Cover  ____
(Include Family Program Registration Form)

TOTAL ___________
Names of each family member coming with you:
Spouse:__________________________________ Children:_________________________________________

All attending the conference must sign this waiver
The Southeastern Regional Blacksmith Conference is a non-profit project of the Southeast Regional Blacksmith Conference, Inc. and

associated Chapters, the Alabama Forge Council, the Alex     Bealer Blacksmith Association, the Appalachian Area Chapter of

ABANA, the Florida Artist Blacksmith Association, The North Carolina Chapter of ABANA, the        Ocmulgee Blacksmith Guild,

and the South Carolina Artists and Blacksmiths for the purpose of reviving the art and craft of         blacksmithing.  While all

reasonable precautions are taken to prevent personal injury to participants and their property, I recognize that there are inherent

dangers connected with the activities, as well as other common hazards that exist in any phase of daily activity. All who register, and

their accompanying guests, release the above organizations, the Madison Lion’s Club, and all demonstrators and assistants, from

liability should any injury or accident occur involving anyone attending this conference. I have read and understand the above

liability. I have read and understand the above conditions. I agree to hold harmless all parties involved with this conference, from any

claim arising from injury and property damage.

___________________________________________ __________________________________________
Your signature Spouses signature

Name for name tag:____________________________ Name for name tag:___________________________

Send in this registration form before April 30, 1999 with check or money order made out to:
ASoutheastern Regional Blacksmith Conference@

(please print)

Name:____________________________________
Mail before April 30 to: Address:__________________________________
Lydia Burns, Registrar City:_____________________________________
66 Summerwind Circle East State:______________________Zipcode:_______
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Crawfordville, FL 32327 Phone: ___________________________________

FAMILY PROGRAM REGISTRATION FORM
NOTE; Please fill out form and send ASAP prior to the conference so instructors will know their class count for
materials estimation.

Instructor  Student Name  Supply Fee
Friday Morning:

Ribbon Weaving Jane Latsch __________________ $9 ____

Woven Seat Mary Brandenburg __________________ $35 ____

            Note Cards   Pam Howard  __________________           $8 ____

Friday Afternoon:

Crazy Quilting            Anne Reynolds __________________ $15 ____

Broom Making Jeff Mohr __________________ $20 ____

Saturday Morning:

Broom Making Jeff Mohr __________________ $20 ____

           Crazy Quilting           Anne Reynolds  __________________ $15 ____

Note Cards Pam Howard __________________ $8 ____

Saturday Afternoon:

           Tropical Basket Mary Brandenburg  ____________________ $8 ____

 Ribbon Weaving Jane Latsch ____________________ $9 ____

      

FAMILY PROGRAM SUB-TOTAL    $                           
(Include this amount on the Conference Registration Form and attach this sheet)

___________________________________________________________________________________________

SAFETY
Everyone attending the conference should be continuously aware of all safety considerations. Eye protection
must be worn by everyone working with or watching the forging activities.  Safety glasses will be available
at the registration and sales area. Be especially watchful with children.  Parents should maintain control of
their children, especially around the forge locations.
____________________________________________________________
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ABBREVIATED UNOFFICIAL
CONFERENCE INFORMATION

Southeastern Regional Blacksmith Conference

Thursday Evening, May 13,  Friday May 14, & 
Saturday, May 15
Lion’s Club Fairgrounds, Madison, Georgia

THE CONFERENCE SITE

We will hold the 1999 Southeastern Regional Blacksmith

Conference at the Madison Lion’s Club Fairgrounds in

Madison, Georgia. The site has a large, covered, open-sided

barn with ample seating for comfortable blacksmithing

demonstrations in any weather. The fairgrounds’ air-

conditioned main building accommodates everyone for

Registration, Meals, the Auction, the Family Programs, and

other indoor activities. The main building and it’s snack bar

opens at 6 am. Breakfast and lunch both Friday and Saturday

will be catered by WAFFLE HOUSE, with a shortened menu at

their regular economical prices. The primitive camping area is

near the main building and inside the fence for security. There

are no hookups but the fairgrounds has water and restrooms.

Ask about camping at registration.

CONFERENCE REGISTRATION

Mail the enclosed registration form with your fees or register at

the door. Register by April 30 and save $10.  Do it now! We

have one registration fee for all participants except non

members and latecomers. See the registration form for details.

The registration desk at the conference site opens at Noon on

Thursday and at 7 am on Friday and Saturday.

THURSDAY EVENING BANQUET

We will hold a banquet at 7 p.m. Thursday, May 13 in the main

building. The banquet will be an extensive buffet of home-

cooked food. The food will be good and there will be plenty of

it. The cost is $10 per person. Enclose payment with your

registration or pay at the door.  There is a limited number of

seats available, however, so don’t wait until the last minute.

MADISON-MORGAN CULTURAL CENTER

The Madison-Morgan Cultural Center invites participants and

guests of the Southeastern Regional Blacksmith Conference to

attend the Arts After Hours reception, Thursday, May 13,

1999, 5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m., at the center, 434 S. Main St. 

Enjoy the exhibit “Celebration of the Horse.”  Casual dress.  

AUCTION OF DONATED ITEM S

On Friday night we will auction pieces of donated ironwork,

tools, and other items of interest to blacksmiths. The auction is

always one of the high points of the conference entertainment.

Take advantage of this chance to pick up tools and handmade

ironwork for your collection. Auctioneer for the evening will

be Tim Ryan.

Bring something to donate to the auction: your work, tools,

books, etc., anything that will help raise money to support the

conference. The auction provides a big portion of the money

needed to put on the conference and we need your support and

donations to make it a success. On Saturday we will have a

short auction to sell pieces made by the demonstrators during

the conference, plus any items donated on Saturday.  If you

can’t make it to the conference but would like to donate

something for the auction, contact, the Ocmulgee Blacksmith

Guild, to make arrangements for shipping.

IRON-IN-THE-HAT

Throughout the conference there will be a number of irons-in-

the-hat sessions held, just to keep things interesting. There will

be opportunities to win tools, ironwork, crafts, raw materials or

just gadgets.  Please consider donating a special small item for

iron-in-the-hat.  Bring one with you or send something.  It will

help make the conference special for someone else. Contact

Buster Grubbs,  (912) 743-4244 to donate items for iron-in-

the-hat.

IRONWORK DISPLAY

An exhibit of members’ work will be displayed in the main

building. Bring something to show off your skills and artistic

abilities.  The public will be able to see this part of the

conference, so label your pieces and display them with pride. 

Contact Bill Pate of North Carolina Chapter of ABANA for

details.

ANTIQUE AND UNIQUE HAM MER DISPLAY

In conjunction with the ironwork display we are featuring an

antique and unusual hammer display.  All those that have

unusual hammers, bring them to the conference and let others

see the variety of tools that were developed and used in the

past.

TAILGATE TOOL SALES

The Southeastern Regional Conference has always had one of

the largest tailgate tool sales areas. Bring your extra stuff or

your extra cash to do some horse trading on blacksmithing and

related equipment. The tailgate tool sales area will be open

throughout the conference, open to anyone who has registered

for the conference.  Nighttime security for the tailgate sales

area is not provided and all participants are encouraged to

donate an item for the auction or iron-in-the-hat.  For a set-up

location, contact Clyde Payton of the Florida Artist

Blacksmiths Association, or his representative, at the gate.

BLACKSMITHING CLASSES

There will be blacksmithing classes taught again this year: 

Beginning/Intermediate blacksmithing for adults and

youngsters (Parents may accompany a child).  The fee for each

class will be $10 per student per session. The program and

teachers will be provided by the Alabama Forge Council. 
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FAMILY PROGRAM

The conference has invited five crafts instructors to hold

classes in a variety of skills for any member of the family.

There is a description of courses beginning on page 8. A

separate registration form is on the back cover.

Note: Space is limited in the Blacksmithing Classes and

the Family Program Classes. Early registration is

recommended to help ensure a place in the classes you

desire.

1999 Conference Contact People

Conference Chair      Conference Treasurer Auction Contact
Mitchell (Mitch) Latsch    Pete BrandenburgBuster Grubbs,  
7015 Antler Lane       299 Granada Road Rte 19, Box 739 

 Hammock Rd.
Harrison, TN 37341 West Palm Beach, FL 33401 Macon, GA 31217
423-344-3306 407-833-2708  (912) 743-4244

Conference Registrar          Family Program         Tailgate Sales
Lydia Burns            Pam Howard              Clyde Payton
66 Summerwind Circle    153 Hog Farm Circle  Rte 3 Box 124 D Payton Rd.
     East
Crawfordville, FL 32327     Canton, GA 30115        Monticello, FL 32344
850-421-4852          770-479-9160           850-997-3627

Green Coal Classes Ironwork Display
Mark Linn Bill Pate
5513 Cobblestone Drive 1611 Oakley Road
Pinson, AL 35126-9210 Castle Hayne, NC 28429

1999 Conference Sponsoring ABANA Chapters
Alabama Forge Council Alex Bealer Blacksmiths Assoc. of GA 
Mark Linn, President                   Tom Davenhall, President
5513 Cobblestone Dr.                 3690 Sandy Plains Rd. Pinson, AL
35126-3467 Marietta, GA 30066 205-681-
9210 770-973-7535  
Appalachian Area Chapter       Florida Artist Blacksmith Assoc.
Steve Williamson, President Clyde Payton, President
3434 Pulaski Pike                   Rt. 3, Box 124D, Payton Rd.
Columbia, TN 38401-9807          Monticello, FL 32344
615-381-7910                  850-997-3627

North Carolina Chapter Ocmulgee Blacksmiths Guild
Tal Harris, President Ed Halligan, President
4300 Daniel Drive 14 Meadow Way
Waxhaw, NC 28173 Sharpsburg, GA 30277
704-843-6926 770-251-7720

South Carolina Artist Blacksmith Assoc.
Bob  Hill, President
9744 Plantersville Road
Georgetown, SC 29440
803-546-5483

Conference Family Program Instructor Addresses (see conf.mailing)

CONFERENCE DEMONSTRATORS

We have an excellent group of talented demonstrators

scheduled for the conference.

Manfred Bredohl 

He practices the art of blacksmithing in his studio on Aachen,

Germany.  He has been an ambassador for the craft for many

years in several countries including England, Africa the United

States and Germany.  Manfred has actively participated in

ABANA for many years and is the recipient of numerous

honors including the Alex Bealer Award in 1992.

Manfred’s program will be called “Techniques of the

Masters.”  Manfred has been around since the inception of

ABANA, and we have told him that the best of the best come

to Madison.  We have asked him to show us his best methods

and techniques.

Paige Davis

She has been metalsmithing for over 25 years.  She learned the

basics of blacksmithing from Frank Turley, and was later

introduced to metal sculpture by David Petersen of Wales.  Her

work now concentrates on free standing and installed

sculptures. 

Paige’s program “Figurative Sculpture Technique” will

concentrate on processes used in figurative sculptures,

including forming sheet, illustrating a combination of

traditional techniques and contemporary methods.

Ward Grossman 

He has been working with metal for over 20 years and is

considered by many to have mastered the art of Eisenhower (iron

carver).  His work is “totally unique in this age, in that it has

fallen into disuse since the Renaissance.”  He has carved

numerous animals of reality and fantasy into unusually unique

pieces of sculpture.  It is his personal goal to elevate

metalsmithing to heights achieved in that bygone time.

His work includes all forms, from Iron gates to full metal

sculptures.  His sculptures are not castings, but original one-of-a-

kind pieces chiseled and forged from solid metal.  

Though his work leans toward a mythological direction,

his methods are well entrenched into solid metal working.  He has

created an 850 layer stainless steel Damascus doubled edged

crested blade only 20” long, and a 150 layer Damascus broad

sword which is only 6” long, and is seen across the shoulder of

the 36” tall Beowulf sculpture seen to the left.

Ward’s program “Iron Carving” will illustrate techniques

involved in hewing sculpture from solid metal.

Frank Turley 

After working as a hot shoers apprentice for five years, he

became interested in blacksmithing, and took his first class. He

once opened a fortune cookie, and it said “Don’t learn the

tricks of the trade - learn the trade.” Now he teaches the trade

to others.
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Frank’s program “The Traditional Craft” will emphasize

hand forging using traditional methods in combination with

modern materials. He plans on teaching aspects of the trade,

including welds to practice - right angle, “T”, straight lap,

square to round stock, as well as forge brazing, some S7 and

W1 metallurgy, and if he has a little time left, a little tool

smithing.

DEMONSTRATORS ADDRESSES (see conference

mailing)

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

Thursday, May 13

12:00 pm - 07:00 pm Registration open

05:00 pm - 07:00 pm Arts After Hours Reception

                                   Madison-Morgan Cultural

Center

07:00 pm - 09:00 pm Banquet and Awards

                                               Presentation in the main building

09:30 pm Hospitality room open at the Ramada Inn

Friday, May 14

07:00 am - 05:00 pm Registration open

(see conference mailing/registration for details)

MOTEL INFORMATION

When contacting motels for reservations, be sure to tell them

that you are attending the Southeastern Regional Blacksmith

Conference. The preferred motel for the conference is the

Ramada Inn, all the demonstrators and staff will be staying

there.  Many have agreed to reduce rates for conference

attendees. Prices shown do not include taxes. Make your

reservations now! It will be a busy weekend in Madison. See

the map for locations.

RAMADA INN, Phone 706-342-2121 

Double or Single $44.00
Discount coupon for Motel Restaurant Breakfast 
Hospitality Room
This will be where the demonstrators will stay **.

HOLIDAY INN EXPRESS, Phone 706-342-3433

Double or single $49.50
Continental Breakfast

COMFORT INN, Phone 706-342-0054
Double or Single $59.00
Continental Breakfast

SUPER 8 MOTEL, Phone 706-342-7800
Double $43.00, single $39.00

HAMPTON INN, Phone 1-800-426-7866
Double or single $60.00

Continental Breakfast

DAYS INN, Phone 706-342-1839
Double or single $44.99
Continental Breakfast

** At the Ramada Inn you may request a pool side
room or a down and out if you need to keep an eye
on your car or truck.

FAMILY PROGRAM DESCRIPTION AND

REQUIREMENTS

 (Descriptions in main mailing, omitted here)

Fun Making Note Cards (Pam Howard)

Woven Seats (Mary Brandenburg)

Tall Tropical Basket ( Mary Brandenburg)

Crazy Quilting with Silk Ribbon Embellishment (Anne

Reynolds)

Broom Making (Jeff Mohr)

Ribbon Weaving (Jane Latsch)

Please Note that this is not the offical conference
brochure – I have edited to minimize cost to
FABA while still getting you the information as
soon as possible.    -------Steve Bloom-------
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President’s Corner (continued from pg.1)

Tongs - the household pair of slip joint pliers

Slack Tub - tin can of water

Stock - a handful of recycled nails

Now I was ready to open shop and start production.  I had only

“forged” out a few of my artful missles when my mother heard

all the hammering.  She came in from her outside whatever and

there I was banging on the face of her laundry pressing iron!

“WILLIE CYLDE, WHAT IN THE WORLD ARE YOU

DOING?” a shout which still rings in my ears.  Suddenly that

general area of my anatomy which formerly occupied chairs rose

in temperature almost to the point of blistering.  My tools were

confiscated, my blacksmithing career totally bankrupt.

Growed up a little - moved to Birmingham, Alabama in 1949 -

graduated from high school, joined the Navy and served a

“hitch” during the Korean War.  Discharged after the war,

returned to Birmingham - worked at Hayes Aircraft Corp., and

went to college at night.  Got married to my childhood

sweetheart, Vi, in 1959 - went to University of Alabama in

Tuscaloosa on the “G.I. Bill” - earned a B.A. and M.A. degrees -

went to work at the Alabama Boys Industrial School as Staff

Pyschologist /Pychometrist - continued Ph.D. graduate school at

night at what is now called UAB (University of Alabama at

Birmingham).  Got a job with the State of Florida as the Director

of a fourteen-county region Juvenile Parole Program (Florida

Division of Youth Services), and Vi and I moved to Sarasota,

Florida in 1966.  Transferred to the State Office in Tallahassee in

1968 and remained there until I retired after thirty years and

fifteen days of service.

I have enjoyed my retirement, it gives me time to pursue my

interests in Blacksmithing.  I can’t do much hammering at the

forge anymore, But I make up for this with many other related

activities. In about 1971, Vi and I were visiting Atlanta, GA and

we went to a small park there called the Wren’s Nest, the home

of Joel Chandler Harris, (author of the Uncle Remus stories).  In

the back of this compound was a simple blacksmith shop where

some “demonstrations” were going on.  This sight quickly

rekindled my latent interest in blacksmithing.  I commenced to

annoy the participants of this function with a barrage of

questions and learned that this was a meeting of the TULLY

SMITH HOUSE BLACKSMITH GUILD.  I joined on the spot. 

At this time, this was probably the only such organization of its

kind in the U.S. – This was before there was an ABANA.  Later,

I attended other functions here where I first met the founding

stalwart fathers of today’s blacksmithing movement, such as

Alex Bealer (author of the Art of Blacksmithing), Francis

Whitaker (the Dean of Blacksmithing in the U.S.), Floyd Daniels

(re-inventor of the anvil-shoot), and many others.

In about 1973 this same group would meet at the new theme park

called WESTVILLE near the rural community of Lumpkin, GA.

Here this group of less than twenty would birth the ARTIST

BLACKSMITH ASSOCIATION OF NORTH AMERICA.

ABANA, now twenty-five years old, started from this humble

group (mostly from Georgia) and now boasts of about 5000

members from all over the world!

ABANA grew so fast that one of its early presidents, Mr. Joe

Humble, immediately saw the need for “Chapters”.  Joe

commenced to create chapters of ABANA - the first was the

Apalachain Chapter of ABANA.  Almost at the same time came

the Tully Smith House Blacksmith Guild Chapter.  Chapters of

ABANA were being formed faster that poor Joe could keep up

with them.  In 1985, the FLORIDA ARTIST BLACKSMITH

ASSOCIATION chapter was formed.  ABANA now has over 50

chapters, several of which are located in foreign countries.

I was fortunate to be in on the “ground floor” with FABA, being

a founding member, and have served continually on the Board

since FABA’s beginning.  I was elected President of this

wonderful organization in January, 1998.

I’m enjoying, I’m Happy, You be Happy too!

* “Biscuits” is the term given to those small round and thin waste

platelets punched out of a hot piece of stock when punching

holes with punch and hammer on the anvil.  These small – very

hot – fragments fly off to the nearby ground when knocked free

of the parent stock.  If barefoot boys happen to step on one of

these it causes a very severe burn.

Happy Hammering,   Clyde Payton

Soapbox
Steve Bloom, Editor

Due to an unfortunate delay in the mailing of the Madison

conference registration packet, I’ve decided to run a shortened

version of it in the Clinker Breaker this month.  Some of the

material intended for this month will thus get delayed an issue but

that does offer an opportunity to try an experiment - a theme issue.

I would like to put together a compilation of ideas relating to

portable blacksmithing – so if you come to my May meeting, bring

along items, ideas, equipment, etc. and I’ll do my best to document

the material and get it into a ‘bonus’ issue within the next two

months or so.

Southwest Regional News
Tim Rolfe, Southwest Regional Coordinator

The March meeting was held at Tom Rolfe's forge.  Gene Taggett

and Chuck Vaughom both of Tavares, Florida made the drive to

attend.  We were glad to see them, and hope for their return and a

larger turn out next time.  
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Harriet working on her leaf with Jouni looking on

Northeast Regional News
Bob Jacoby, Northeast Regional Coordinator

The April NE Region meeting was held at the Pioneer Arts

Settlement in Barberville, FL.  We had a strong turnout and

accomplished a great deal on the Little Giant installation.  

While there were lots of good designs suggested for the Little Giant

foundation, we finally settled on the original plan from Little Giant.

It's a stout design which sits approximately 2 feet below the surface

of the shop floor and is heavily reinforced with #5 rebar.  This

design takes almost 2 full yards of concrete and is similar to the one

successfully used by J.C. Hawkins for his Little Giant.

Jim Corbet and Tico Rubio specified the exact location of the

hammer and Ronnie Fowler, Greg Cumbaa, and others started to

dig what turned out to be an enormous hole in the ground.  As the

hole was being dug inside, Jimbo Kane led the form construction

outside and a team of the Sanders brothers and Allen Hardwicke

bent the rebar and set up the threaded rods for the structural

reinforcement.  Our very own rod buster, Pete Peterson came

equipped with tie wire and tools which he used to professionally tie

our rod and bolts in a way that would make an inspector blush.  We

called off the digging crew as the inside of the shop began to heat

up when they approached the molten center of the earth.  In spite of

the heat we were able to set the form, place the rebar, bolts and

template and call it a day - foundation wise.

Not resting on our laurels, we then unloaded the 1,500-pound

hammer onto dunnage provided by Jimbo Kane.  I'm not really sure

what the word "dunnage" means, but like most things, a lack of

knowledge or experience hasn't prevented me from frequently using

the term since first hearing it.  In fact, I got my face slapped at work

after commenting to a female coworker, "If you eat that piece of

pie, you'll put on some extra dunnage!"

We also had several forges going throughout the day making

everything from Bob Cerny's Rush and Candle holder to a tinner's

hammer. Thurmond Chaffin has volunteered to supervise the

concrete pour and hopefully, we'll have a good solid base by the

time we meet for our June meeting in Barberville.  See you at Steve

Bloom's shop in May.

Southeast Regional News
Charlie Stemmann, Southeast Regional Coordinator

   Saturday March 20th, our meeting started at about 9 am. The

morning was nice and cool. I guess you could say it was a perfect

day for a working hammer in. Mike McCoy brought some of the

things he has make, most of which he made from 1/4 inch. round

material.

   Harriet and Jouni Kellokoski came to our meeting . They are the

owners of  Kellam Knives Co. Harriet forge her first item ever at

this meeting. She made a leaf under the direction of Charlie

Stemmann. She enjoyed making the leaf ,  but as she said it may

look like a leaf ,but it's my first knife!  I think she did very well for

the first time.

   We had another new person that attended the meeting. Lon

Preston seems to very interested in learning blacksmithing. Mike

McCoy and Gerry Jamison worked with him. From what I

understand they had Lon make a hook and twist some metal. Hope

to see him at more of the meetings.

    Lunch was served by Evelyn Stemmann ( Pete's wife Carolyn

was out of town). Pete say's thank you to Evelyn for taking care of

Lunch for us all.

    Some time after lunch Pete's son Scott came by with his Boss to

visit, and to see what was going on. Frank Hammack (Scott's Boss

) wound up working with Pete and hammered out his first Knife. He

enjoyed it very much, and said he didn't know it was that much

work to make a knife!

     Pete Hammered out a few knife blanks to work on later. Gerry

Jamison work on some restoration pieces. They looked interesting.

   The day was busy and very one seemed to have a very good time.

Northwest Regional News
Dr. Ed Crane, Nortwest Regional Coordinator

Our February meeting was held at the home & shop of Edgar &

Jean Chattin on 2-13-99 in Wakulla, Florida.  Attendance was good

(26) with members coming from as far away as Ocala and Freeport.

Florida.  I believe Edgar’s reputation as a knife and tomahawk

maker is spreading.  Edgar’s shop is primarily devoted to making

knives & tomahawks and he has some excellent homebuilt belt

grinders and machinery of his own design.  I was very impressed

with his grinder for hollow grinding of the knide edge.  Edgar

demonstrated various steps of knife and tomahawk  making which

held the attention of the group.  

Of course, there was the usual chatter and exchange between

members.  After the morning demo, Jean prepared a delicious home

cooked meal (including venison chili) which everyone enjoyed.
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Thanks Jean.  And thanks to Edgar for having us to his shop and

sharing his expertise.  

Our March meeting was held at the home & shop of Ben Ferguson

in Freeport, Florida on March 13,1999.  Seventeen (17) attendees

had the unusual  experience of visiting Ben’s shop and home.

Ben’s kitchen caught the interest of many.  It is totally clad in

stainless steel & copper (with hammered designs) including walls,

ceiling, and cabinets.  There are several unusual features in his shop

including a homemade anvil that appears to weigh about 700 lbs

(my guess) which he cut and ground from a huge block of steel.

The demonstration was slow getting started.  Ben had made a

“kings crown” implement holder / hanger to illustrate a number of

basic blacksmithing functions.  He then demonstrated a technique

of metal splitting used on the crown.

Thanks Ben for having us.

No, Lady, I Ain’t Makin’ Horseshoes
by Murf Murphy

Before I start this, I want to say that I am not knocking

horseshoers or the professional farriers in our group.  While I am

not a farrier, I realize what a demanding profession it can be.  I am

simply trying to point out to people that farrier and blacksmith are

not the same thing.

I put in one Saturday every month working at the

Tallahassee Museum of History and Natural Science as a

blacksmith, in a reproduction of an 1880's-period blacksmith shop.

I demonstrate general blacksmithing, from making nails to forge-

welding tools.  At least twice a day, somebody comes by and says,

“Oh, look!  He’s making horseshoes.”  It appears that most people

in this country get their ideas about blacksmithing from Hollywood

westerns, or, even worse, from television.  About the only

blacksmithing they ever see is horseshoeing, and seem to believe

that blacksmith and farrier are the same profession.  I even had one

man say, when I told him I was a blacksmith, “Oh, you’re a

farrier!”

For a farrier, forging is a small part of the job.  A farrier

is a podiatrist for horses, and needs to know enough smithing to fit

a shoe, while the medical knowledge about horses’ legs and feet

rivals that of a qualified veterinarian.  A blacksmith is primarily a

tool-maker.  For him (or her), forging iron and steel is the job.

Being a farrier is a very exacting trade, requiring a great deal of

study, and at least some affection for horses.  At the risk of

offending the farriers in our group, I don’t particularly like horses.

With this lack of affection, it’s hardly surprising that I’m not a

qualified farrier, and have no strong desire to learn the trade.  With

these ideas in mind, I have developed a short lecture to show

visitors to my shop that there is difference between blacksmithing

and shoeing horses.

I start off with a statement to the effect that shoeing

horses, while it is important, is not really a large part of the smith’s

craft, and explain why.  Then I point at a cabin, which is part of our

Pioneer Farm display, and go into my Lecture #3.

“Look at the cabin over there.  The man that built that

cabin used an axe to cut down his trees.  A blacksmith made his

axe.  He used a sledge and wedges – made by a smith – to split the

logs into planks.  Then he took a hammer and nails – also made by

a blacksmith – and put up his house.  The doors are hung on hinges,

made by a smith, and held shut with latches made by a blacksmith.

In the kitchen, we find a pot crane, fire dogs, fireplace tools,

knives, forks, spoons, candle holders, wall hooks, etc., all made by

a smith.  On the farm, there are plows, rakes, hoes, chains, cutting

tools – again, made by a blacksmith.”  I will generally throw in

other examples from history, such as the fact that the first nail-

cutting machine was developed in 1790.  Prior to that date anything

made of iron or steel, including every single  nail, was hand-forged

by a blacksmith.  Even after machinery started doing some of the

work of the smith, a lot of it was still done by hand, because the

machinery was not available everywhere.

By the time I’ve hit them with about four or five minutes

of all the possible items that a blacksmith can make, from ship’s

anchors to knitting needles, a few members of the audience are

starting to get a bit glassy-eyed.  At that point, I stop talking for a

second or two, let them get their breath back, and finish up.

“So from now on, when you see a blacksmith, don’t just

think horseshoes – think  

HARDWARE STORE!”

What is it?

Continuing the tradition of our former editor, Mike Murphy,

what is it (the object to the right)?  Since Mike doesn’t know, I

can’t promise an answer next issue unless you supply one.
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Upcoming Events
The calendar includes events of interest to the blacksmithing community.  Florida Artist Blacksmith

Association (FABA) sponsored events are highlighted in bold typeface.  The regions have no boundaries -

everyone is welcome everywhere.  Come to more than one if you can.  W e hold regular monthly meetings in

each region (except that we all try to get together at one Statewide Meeting each quarter) on the following

Saturdays of each month: NE-1st, NW -2nd, SE-3rd, SW -last.  The actual dates may vary from month to

month; check the schedule below.  Our meetings are informal gatherings around the forge.  Prospective

members are always welcome.  Come for all or any part of a meeting, bring your tools, or just watch.  Most

meetings run from 9AM to 4PM, and you'll need to bring a lunch if you stay all day, unless otherwise noted.

If you have any questions about meetings please contact the Regional Coordinators listed below:

Northeast Region: Bob Jacoby (904) 260-9981 jacoby@southeast.net
Northwest Region: Dr. Ed Crane (850) 893-3212
Southeast Region: Charlie Stemmann (561) 964-8834 stemmann@aol.com
Southwest Region: Tom Rolfe (813) 327-2369

May, 1999

NE May 01 Steve & Kimmy Bloom will host the meeting at their IronFlower Forge in Archer. The schedule currently involves

mokume gane (success finally!), comparative heat-treating effects on grain structure, and hardness-testing (yup -

got a Rockwell hardness tester) plus quick projects (bring your favorite to share).  Lunch will be the traditional

chili/salad/bread meal.

NW May 08 - nothing scheduled but see the next entry--

SE May 13,14, & 15 - the Southeastern Regional Blacksmith Conference at Madison, GA – this comes only every other year,

 so don’t miss it! — see registration materials in this issue

South Florida fair grounds Yesteryear  village shop - for those not going to Madison

SW May 22 to be announced

June, 1999

NE Jun 05 Barberville - open forge and work day featuring a small project and the installation and set up of the Little Giant.

NW Jun 12 Rick Jay, Fountain, FL

SE Jun 19 Gerry Jamison's Shop 
SW Jun 26 to be announced
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ABANA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Artist Blacksmith Association of North America, Inc.
Name__________________________________

Address________________________________

_______________________________________
 City                                   State             Zip
Phone__________________________________
The undersigned applies for membership in the Artist
Blacksmith Association of North America and
encloses ______ as annual membership dues for one
year.  Checks must be in U.S. funds.  Membership
includes a subscription to the Anvil’s Ring and The
Hammer’s Blow.

Credit Card No.___________________________
VisaG MasterCardG
Expiration Date__________________
G Full time Student(1 yr only) $35/yr
G Regular membership $45/yr
G Senior Citizen (age 65+) $40/yr
G Overseas Surface Mail $60/yr
G Overseas Airmail $80/yr
G Contributory Membership $100/yr
G Public Library Subscription $35/yr
Call (314) 390-2133 to charge your membership to
VISA or MasterCard, or make out a check to
ABANA and send to :

ABANA
P.O. Box 206
Washington, MO 63090

FABA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Florida Artist Blacksmith Association, Inc.

Chapter of ABANA, Inc.
Date __________   NewG       Renewal G

Name_________________________________
Address_______________________________
_____________________________________
   City                         State            Zip
Phone:Home_____________Work:_________
E-Mail______________________________
Spouse’s Name:________________________

Are you interested in procuring:
GAnvil GCoal GHand Tools
GPost Vise GBlower GForge
Other_________________________________

Send this application and a membership fee of $20.00
to

Lydia Burns, FABA Treasurer
66 Summerwind Circle
Crawfordville, FL 32327

Make check out to FABA.  The FABA membership
year begins May 1.  New memberships received after
December 31 also cover the following year. 
Membership is for a family.  You don’t have to be an
ABANA member to join FABA, but many FABA
members are, and we encourage membership in both

FABA Officers

President Clyde Payton 850-997-3627
Vice President Bill Roberts 352-687-2959 robertsb@pig.net
Treasurer Lydia Burns 850-421-4852
Secretary Karen Wheeler 352-486-4370
Program Chairman Ray Roberts 850-997-4403
Newsletter Editor Steve Bloom 352-528-6508 sab@gnv.ifas.ufl.edu 
Past President Ray Roberts 850-9974403
Trustee #1 John Butler 850-539-5742
Trustee #2 Lewis Riggleman 352-521-3515
Trustee #3 Jerry Grice 850-421-4788
Trustee #4 Ray Reynolds 561-793-2452

mailto:robertsb@pig.net
mailto:sab@gnv.ifas.ufl.edu
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The Florida Clinker Breaker
FLORIDA ARTIST BLACKSMITH ASSOCIATION
Steve Bloom, Editor
P.O. Box 760
Archer, FL 32618-0760
(352) 528-6508
sab@gnv.ifas.ufl.edu

The Florida Artist Blacksmith Association(FABA) - Chapter of Artist Blacksmith Association of North

America, Inc., is a 501(c)(3) non-profit educational organization whose purposes are to teach, promote,

and preserve the art of blacksmithing.  Contributions are tax-deductible to the extent provided by law.

FABA publishes the Florida Clinker Breaker monthly, and FABA membership includes a subscription.  W e

solicit correspondence and unpaid articles on any subjects related to FABA’s purposes.  ABANA chapter

newsletters may reprint non-copyrighted material if it is credited to the author and this newsletter.  You

need the publisher’s permission to reprint copyrighted material unless otherwise noted.

Gleanings from the ‘Net

Gene Olson (in the Artmetal mailing list) wrote:

According to Henley's Twentieth Century Home & Workshop Formulas Recipes & Processes (1927): "Old files may be

rendered useful again by the following process: Boil them in a potash bath, brush them with a hard brush and wipe off. Plunge

for half a minute into nitric acid, and pass over a cloth stretched tightly on a piece of wood. The effect will be that the acid

remains in the grooves, and will take away the steel without attacking the top, which has been wiped dry. The operation may

be repeated according to the depth to be obtained. Before using the files thus treated they should be rinsed in water and

dried."    I would guess that normalizing  neutralizing the acid with baking soda might be good to as you are drying them.

Mark Williams  (in the Artmetal mailing list) wrote:
Having begun the compilation of a supplier's list in 1994 and seen it grow from just a few to over 400 sources, it seemed

reasonable to put it somewhere for greater access. ABANA offered a site provided their supplier's list could be merged with

this one. While we were at it, why not make the list searchable! Franklyn Garland, of Electric Anvil fame, has produced the

search engine to go with the compiled supplier's list. This search engine/supplier's list is available for each and every one

of you on the ABANA site which is found at www.abana.org  Please try it out. Of course, please send me any corrections,

additions, or deletions to the list that you may find. Franklyn and myself hope to keep the list current. 

Are You Expiring??

Check the date on the address label – if it’s 1999, then you need to fill in

the renewal form and send a check to Lydia.                

May1999

http://www.abana.org
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