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President’s Corner
by Clyde Payton, President

There’s a treat in store for you this month - the 1999 First
Quarter Statewide Meeting will be sponsored by the
Southeast Region.  It will be held on Saturday February
20 , 1999 at the South Florida Fairgrounds’th

YESTERYEAR VILLAGE BLACKSMITH SHOP near
West Palm Beach.  This blacksmith shop is a turn-of-the-
century reproduction of the real thing.  It is one of the
features in this “old timey” restored village which depicts
a page in Florida’s romantic
history.  The shop was - to
most extent - restored and
f u r n i s h e d  b y  F A B A
volunteers.  Bill Burridge,
Charlie Stemman, Pete
Yockey, Mike McCoy, Jim
Fagan, Pete and Mary
Brandenburg, and Anne and
Ray Reynolds are just a few

FABA members who have been very busy during the last
2 or 3 years in getting the shop “ready-to-show”.  Bill
Burridge is the “Resident Blacksmith” of the shop.  

The main demonstrator for this Statewide Meeting
is going to be none other than Colonel Tim Ryan from
Tennessee.  Tim is going to demonstrate “how to
demonstrate”... and if you have ever seen Tim, especially
at his duties as an Auctioneer, you know you will be held
in stitches with laughter!

Also, at this meeting FABA will conduct its first
quarter 1999 Board Meeting.  The Board Meeting will be
held at 12:00 noon in the Bink Glisson Museum which is
very close to the Blacksmith Shop.  As you know, we try
to have Board meetings in conjunction with statewide
meetings as much as possible.  So, all Board Members,
Regional Program Coordinators, and Committee Chairs are
urged to attend this Board meeting - we must have a
quorum of the Board in order to effect any FABA business.
We will have a full Agenda, too.

After the Board meeting Mr. John Riddle,
Yesteryear Village Administrator, will give us a guided
tour of the grounds.  
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The SoapBox 
 Steve Bloom

I’m going to use this space to mention items that I think might be of interest and, of course, to continue
to appeal for contributions. If you have a connection to the Internet, there is a wealth of information available. 
As an example, Enrique Vega, the prime mover behind the Artmetal List, has a wonderful description of how to
forge an Acanthus leaf (http://www.artmetal.com/brambush/forging/index.html).  In fact, if you don’t know
about the Artmetal group, you should (http://www.artmetal.com).  A new book on smithing, Rany McDaniel’s A
Blacksmithing Primer has put in a appearance (http://mindancer.com/primer) and a personal page with
numerous links to smithing resources has been created by Ron Reil (http://www.webpak.net/~rreil/Forge.htm)
which includes a gas forge design. I’ll publish the plans for a pipe-forge next month.

One of our members has volunteered to write a couple of articles on smithing from a historical
perspective (starting next issue) and Bill Robert has contributed plans for a vacuum caster, so...what’s stopping
you?  If you have a favorite trick, a neat idea, cash-cow items you’re willing to share, write it up and send it in. 
If you’re reluctant because you don’t have access to the computer tools, don’t be.  It’s a lot easier for me to spiff
up what you send in that to create from whole cloth!  Remember – it’s your newsletter, and only the
membership can make it shine.

News from the Northwest
E.D. Crane,Northwest Regional Coordinator

The NORTHEAST REGIONAL meeting for December 1998 was held at the shop  of Clyde and Vi Payton.
Twenty-five people signed the “sign-in sheet” for this regular regional meeting.  The PROGRAM for this meeting
was “REPAIR DAY” -  there was no specific demonstrator.  The objective was to repair and make certain tools for
the Blacksmith Shop which FABA has completed at Blountstown.  

The weatherman cooperated just fine - the prediction was 60% for rain but it didn’t rain a drop!  We had an
enjoyable and busy day.  The work day started with a talk on forge blowers by Clyde Payton.  Clyde gave an
excellent presentation regarding the “overhauling”, repair, and maintenance of blowers - specifically the Champion
type.  Two post vises were repaired by making the mounting hardware and the springs.  Springs were made from
automobile leaf springs.  Hot cuts were made from mason’s brick hammers.  A draw knife was made from a file.
Skeeter Prather demonstrated the making of punches and chisels and showed the group how to “temper” these with
the use of temple stick crayons.  Also Clyde demonstrated the effectiveness of automotive engine cleaner for
cleaning up a very dirty forge blower - Clyde says that oven cleaner will do just as well and is a little cheaper.

  Thanks to Vi Payton for preparing a very hearty lunch which we all appreciated.

Ed Crane, Program Coordinator
Clyde Payton, Host

Southeast Regional News
Charlie Stemmann, Southeast Regional Coordinator

No report received.

http://(http://www.artmetal.com).
http://(http://mindancer.com/primer)
http://(http://www.webpak.net/~rreil/Forge.htm)
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Bamboo ‘growing’ at Barberville

Nice work – but that’s all I know about it.

Northeast Regional News
Bob Jacoby, Northeast Regional Coordinator

The January meeting was held at
Pioneer Art Sett lement in
Barberville, Florida.  The meeting
featured demonstrations of forging
bamboo out of black iron pipe (as
first demonstrated by Jerry Grice at
Clyde Payton's shop in 1994) and
aluminum forging.  Bill Roberts,
Marshall White, and Bob Jacoby
demonstrated.  The meeting was
capped off with a lunch of Brunswick
Stew.  It was a beautiful day in
Barberville, I can't think of a better
way to kick off the New Year!  There
were over 35 smiths in attendance
and many of the forges were busy on
individual projects.

Joel Clark and Bob Cerny brought
along examples of their fine work
and there were also samples of the
Rock Art which Ronnie Fowler
torched out last month at Allen
Hardwicke's shop.

"Doctor" Bob Mancuso performed another successful "cashectomy" on the membership raising $77 from the
buck-in-the-bucket for the Barberville power hammer. Greg Cumbaa made the catch of the day - buck-in-the-bucket
wise, scoring a Harris cutting torch - not bad for a buck!

The Barberville Power Hammer Fund now has a balance of
$1,793!  This dramatic increase is the result of individual
members stepping up to the plate and making direct
contributions.  This individual effort was kicked off by Ronnie
Fowler when he designated one half of the proceeds from the
knife he donated at the Barberville Conference to go toward
the fund.  Next Ray Roberts committed $100 and he was
followed by commitments from Steve Bloom, Bob Jacoby,
Tico Rubio, Walt Anderson, and Clyde Payton!  This $1,793
(which includes $1,268 in the "FABA Barberville Power
Hammer Restricted Fund", and $525 in commitments) is
getting very close to the approximately $2,500 needed for a
50-pound Little Giant.   And, we think that we've got a solid
lead on a hammer!  Thanks to all for all the hard work, and
now that we've got some real momentum, hopefully we'll hear
that sweet ring of a power hammer in Barberville again soon!
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Florida Artist Blacksmith Association
Board of Trustees Meetings

October 9,1998

The Board of Trustees held its regular quarterly meeting on October 9, 1998 at the Pioneer Art Settlement in
Barberville at 6:00 p.m.

Trustees present: Clyde Payton, President; Bill Roberts, Vice President; Anne Reynolds, Treasurer; Ray Roberts,
Program Chair; Jerry Grice, Trustee; John Bulter, Trustee; Ray Reynolds, Trustee; Skeeter Prather, Committee
Chair; Patty Draper, Election Committee Chair.  Members present: Bill Burridge, Roger and Carol Stuart, Lewis
Riggleman, and Karen Wheeler.  Mike Murphy was absent.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Motion was made and unanimously carried to approve the minutes of the July, 1998
meeting as submitted.

TREASURER’S REPORT: Anne Reynolds gave the treasurer’s report.  Motion was made and approved to accept
the report unanimously.  Report is attached.  New sweat shirt sales were approved at $18.00 each.  Old style shirts
will be sold for $5.00 each, with 10 shirts being put in the buck-in-the-bucket raffle.

PROGRAM CHAIR REPORT: Ray Roberts reported that everything was going well and the auction was looking
like it would do well.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT: Clyde Payton mentioned the passing of Dr. Richard Baker, and the great loss to all our
members this would be.  Then he turned to the topic of volunteers and how fortunate we are to have them.  Ticket
sales for the treadle hammer was off to a reasonable start, but they would probably sell better if the tickets were
divided up and sent to the four regions.  The tickets and paperwork were handed over to Ray Reynolds for
distribution.

ELECTION COMMITTEE REPORT: Patty Draper reported the election results.  They are as follows:
Treasurer - Lydia Burns replaces Anne Reynolds
Secretary - Karen Wheeler replaces Connie Knapp
Newsletter Editor - Steve Bloom replaces Mike Murphy
Trustee#2 - Lewis Riggleman replaces Carl Austin

Anne Reynolds brought up the subject of signature changes for the banking accounts.  A motion was made and
approved to have Anne Reynolds begin the process of changing signatories for both the checking account and the
savings account to reflect the change of treasurers.  This will be effective January 1, 1999.

OTHER BUSINESS: Clyde reminded everyone of the general membership meeting that would be held on Saturday,
October 10  at the Pioneer Settlement Pavilion.  The time and place for the next quarterly meeting was brought upth

and it was noted that the meeting would be in February, instead of January this time.  After much discussion of the
fact of the change being approved or not, (it had been at a previous meeting), the date of February 20th at 4:00 p.m.
In Palm Beach County was put to motion and approved, with the exact location to be announced by Anne.

A motion was made to adjourn and the meeting ended at 6:45 p.m.

Respectfully submitted;   Karen Wheeler, Acting Secretary
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Blade Tips
Steve Bloom

As a continuing contribution (and an attempt to fill space), I’ll be sharing whatever neat, new things,  ideas,
products, and procedures I’ve
discovered that relate to knife making
and blade smithing (and I would
more than welcome contributions
from the rest of you).

As an experiment at the meeting at my
shop last May, I decided to try to
create a curve between the bolster and
the wood on the handles of the knives
pictured here.  The procedure was to
shape the wood handle, including
forward and rear curves, then coarsely fit a piece of file-wax (available from jewelry supply houses) to the forward
curve.  The wax was fitted to the blade,  the handle’s forward surface was lubricated with silicon grease, and the
handle was snugged up to the wax.  The gaps between the wax and the wood were then filled with molten wax.
When the wax solidified, the assembly was ground just as if it were metal and wood.  The wood was then removed,
the wax slipped off, and then the wax was cast in coin silver using standard lost-wax techniques with a centrifugal
caster.  The butt cap was created in the same manner.  The inlays were reproduction castings of Japanese dragon
menuki.    The fidelity of the technique is remarkable.  At one point, a chip in the wood, perhaps 1/32" long, was
faithfully reproduced in the silver.  I think the experiment worked.   

The casting activity lead to a discussion about casting procedures and that lead to...

Vacuum Casting Machine
Bill Roberts

The frame is made of 1" angle iron.  It is covered
with thin aluminum sheet.  The back is open and
that is where you stick the vacuum pump.  The
bell jar, 3-way valve and the trap (a jar with wire
mesh in it) are ordered from a jewelry supply
house,e.g., Swest, Rio Grande, etc.  You’re just
ordering the replacement parts for the $600
casting machines available in most supplier’s
catalogs.  Compression springs are available at
hardware stores.  

The vacuum hose is hooked to a T, one side goes
to the gauge and the other goes to the 3-way
valve.  The valve is connected to the casting table
and the investment debubblizer side.
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Welcome New Members

Mark Callahan Gary & Carol Claar, David Gerald Evans
3747 Hendricks Road 9632 W. Plantation Lane, 6605 Devils Millhopper Road
Fernandina Beach, FL 32034 Crystal River, FL  34429. Gainesville, FL 32653-3121

Richard & Nelinda Jaynes Randy Kirk Todd and Marcia Wiggins
9566 Purdy St 8208 MW 6  St 985 C.R. 482Ath

Spring Hill, FL 34608 Coral Springs, FL 33071 Lake Panasoffkee, FL  33538

Byron McDaniel, Some of these folks seem to have been left off the mailing list since the conference.
687 Eisenhower Road,  If you know of any other members that haven’t been getting a copy of the
Rebecca, GA  31783 Clinker Breaker, let me know.  Also, please send me address changes if you move.

“Classified” Ads

Wanted: e-mail addresses for Northeast Region members.  Bob Jacoby distributes preview editions of the Northeast
Regional Updates and late-breaking information.  If you'd like to be included on this distribution list, send your
e-mail address to Bob at <jacoby@southeast.net>

For Sale: Items from Don Deegan's estate.  Please contact Mrs. Louise Deegan, PO Box 232, Belleview, FL  34421
(352) 687-2323

5CF. Metal hand break - 30" Niagara. $175
6Cf. Metal hand brake - 8 foot 20 gauge Dreis and Trump (New $3000)

$1,200
12E. Nibbler - 31" throat - 5/8" X" die - electric  Libert Machine Company

$500
13E. Punch - 5/8" electric  (Alva-Allen, In - Clinton, MO) $100
15WF. Hand arbor press - 1 ton portable -?" X 1/8" die. Famco $15
17E. Bead roller with dies - 19" throat - electric$150
18E. Louver machine - 42" throat 3 ?" die (hydraulic & power supply -

Industrial machine) $1,500
19E. Punch with die - 1" die - manually (foot) operated (Famco #8) $75
20E. Metal shrinker / stretcher (both together) spare set of jaws - manually

operated $175
22E. Spot welder - portable - 11" throat - hand held Miller, model MSU

- Electric$100
25CF. Sheer 30" Electric (Manning, Maxwell & Moore #30, New cost

$1,500 - $2,500) $400
28N. English Wheel - 34" throat - one wheel $400
29N. Hand Sheer - 48" blade (Swenson) $200
36E. Hydraulic press - adjustable - 6 ft. X 3 ft. - 12 ton $100
37N. Rip saw - table saw - 5" blade $25
38CF. Form edger - burring die? (antique) $150
40CF. Box - metal ornamental scroll bender (new cost $154) $100
42CF. Hand beader - 8" throat - Pexto (New $800) $200
48E. Spot welder - portable - panel spotter (Lenco) $225
49E. Arc welder with conversion TIG welder - 110 volt universal high

frequency on Ward power supply with dolly and tank (new cost
$700) $350

52W. Hydraulic floor jack (air driven) $500
53E. Steam cleaner - portable (Steam King) $200
60CF. 22 caliber power nail/fastener gun (Omark) $100
61WF. Drill - single phase, ? hp motor (Nolan) $30
83CF. Bench mounted manual punch 3 ?" throat (Parker Kalon Corp.)$35
89CF. Hand held flapper wheel grinder (Black & Decker) $75

91CF. Disk grinder with disk - Makita $40
94CF. Disc grinder (Auto body use) ? hp - electric $20

95CF. Disc grinder (auto body use) ? hp - electric (Black &
Decker) $50

99W. Hand roll tube maker (antique) $50
103. Needle scaler (Taiwan) $50
104. Pneumatic all-position hacksaw (Taiwan) $80
105. Heavy duty vertical 7" grinder - air - RODAC $300
107. Jitter bug sander - air - National Detroit $35
108. Orbital disk sander - air - Atco$50
110. Drill - air - (No name) $25
111. Jitter bug sander - air - National Detroit $40
112. Orbital sander - air - Snap On Blue Point $125
113. Jitter bug sander - air - National Detroit $40
116. Orbital sander - air - National Detroit $100
119. Straight line bondo shaver - air - RUCAC $60
121. Die grinder - air $20
122. Punch and crimper - air $50
126. Disc sander - air - RUDAC $25
129. Disc sander - air $40
130. Jitter bug sander - NASCO$35
131. Orbital disc sander - air $50
135. Air hammer - medium duty $30
136. Air hammer - medium duty $30
137. Air hammer - heavy duty $40
138. Air chisel - heavy duty $40

? = character messed up in transit 

mailto:<jacoby@southeast.net>
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The calendar includes events of interest to the blacksmithing community.  Florida Artist Blacksmith

Association (FABA) sponsored events are highlighted in bold typeface.  The regions have no boundaries -

everyone is welcome everywhere.  Come to more than one if you can.  W e hold regular monthly meetings in

each region (except that we all try to get together at one Statewide Meeting each quarter) on the following

Saturdays of each month: NE-1st, NW -2nd, SE-3rd, SW -last.  The actual dates may vary from month to

month; check the schedule below.  Our meetings are informal gatherings around the forge.  Prospective

members are always welcome.  Come for all or any part of a meeting, bring your tools, or just watch.  Most

meetings run from 9AM to 4PM, and you'll need to bring a lunch if you stay all day, unless otherwise noted.

If you have any questions about meetings please contact the Regional Coordinators listed below:

Upcoming Events

Northeast Region: Bob Jacoby (904) 260-9981 jacoby@southeast.net
Northwest Region: Dr. Ed Crane (850) 893-3212
Southeast Region: Charlie Stemmann (561) 964-8834 stemmann@aol.com
Southwest Region: Tom Rolfe (813) 327-2369

FEBRUARY, 1999
NE Feb 06 Vagabond Forge: Jim & Gloria Corbet will host the meeting in Umatilla.  Jim's shop

 features one of the new vertical strike treadle hammers and a Little Giant Trip Hammer
 - If you've never seen Jim's shop, don't miss this meeting.  Lunch will be provided.

NW Feb 13 Edgar Chattin’s shop, Crawfordville.  Demos of bladesmithing, tomahawk making.

SE Feb 20 Yesteryear Village:  The state wide meeting will be at the yesteryear village located at
 the South Florida Fair grounds . The demonstrator will be Tim Ryan, demonstrating how to
demonstrate (see the President’s Corner for details)

SW Feb 27 To be announced.

March, 1999
NE Mar 06 Hugh Mueller's shop in Belleview, Florida

NW Mar 13 Ben Ferguson’s shop, Cottondale.

SE Mar 20 To be announced.

SW Mar 27 To be announced.
Mar 27  "Tools, Trades, and Transportation" at Barberville.  Marilyn Breeze is looking for blacksmiths

to both demonstrate and sell their wares at this event.  She's hoping that your work can support
one of the themes but, it's probably OK if it doesn't.  Contact Marilyn directly at the Pioneer
Art Settlement to make arrangements.

April, 1999
NE Apr 03 Barberville:  Meeting coincides with the annual, two-day Antique Tool Show.  FABA members

will operate the blacksmith shop and demonstrate.  This is a good opportunity to see some
really nice tools (and possibly find some good deals), show off our skills, highlight and
promote the Florida Artist Blacksmith Association, and sell our wares.
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 Feb 06 meeting of the Northeast Region

Feb 13 meeting of the Northwest Region 

Feb 20 meeting of the SouthEast Region (state-wide meeting) 
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ABANA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Artist Blacksmith Association of North America, Inc.
Name__________________________________

Address________________________________

_______________________________________
 City                                   State             Zip
Phone__________________________________
The undersigned applies for membership in the Artist
Blacksmith Association of North America and
encloses ______ as annual membership dues for one
year.  Checks must be in U.S. funds.  Membership
includes a subscription to the Anvil’s Ring and The
Hammer’s Blow.

Credit Card No.___________________________
VisaG MasterCardG
Expiration Date__________________
G Full time Student(1 yr only) $35/yr
G Regular membership $45/yr
G Senior Citizen (age 65+) $40/yr
G Overseas Surface Mail $60/yr
G Overseas Airmail $80/yr
G Contributory Membership $100/yr
G Public Library Subscription $35/yr
Call (314) 390-2133 to charge your membership to
VISA or MasterCard, or make out a check to
ABANA and send to :

ABANA
P.O. Box 206
Washington, MO 63090

FABA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Florida Artist Blacksmith Association, Inc.

Chapter of ABANA, Inc.
Date __________   NewG       Renewal G

Name_________________________________
Address_______________________________
_____________________________________
   City                         State            Zip
Phone:Home_____________Work:_________
E-Mail______________________________
Spouse’s Name:________________________

Are you interested in procuring:
GAnvil GCoal GHand Tools
GPost Vise GBlower GForge
Other_________________________________

Send this application and a membership fee of $20.00
to

Lydia Burns, FABA Treasurer
66 Summerwind Circle
Crawfordville, FL 32327

Make check out to FABA.  The FABA membership
year begins May 1.  New memberships received after
December 31 also cover the following year. 
Membership is for a family.  You don’t have to be an
ABANA member to join FABA, but many FABA
members are, and we encourage membership in both

FABA Officers

President Clyde Payton 850-997-3627
Vice President Bill Roberts 352-687-2959 robertsb@pig.net
Treasurer Lydia Burns 850-421-4852
Secretary Karen Wheeler 352-486-4370
Program Chairman Ray Roberts 850-997-4403
Newsletter Editor Steve Bloom 352-528-6508 sab@gnv.ifas.ufl.edu 
Past President Ray Roberts 850-9974403
Trustee #1 John Butler 850-539-5742
Trustee #2 Lewis Riggleman 352-521-3515
Trustee #3 Jerry Grice 850-421-4788
Trustee #4 Ray Reynolds 561-793-2452

mailto:robertsb@pig.net
mailto:sab@gnv.ifas.ufl.edu
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The Florida Clinker Breaker
FLORIDA ARTIST BLACKSMITH ASSOCIATION
Steve Bloom, Editor
P.O. Box 760
Archer, FL 32618-0760
(352) 528-6508
sab@gnv.ifas.ufl.edu

The Florida Artist Blacksmith Association(FABA) - Chapter of Artist Blacksmith Association of North

America, Inc., is a 501(c)(3) non-profit educational organization whose purposes are to teach, promote,

and preserve the art of blacksmithing.  Contributions are tax-deductible to the extent provided by law.

FABA publishes the Florida Clinker Breaker monthly, and FABA membership includes a subscription.  W e

solicit correspondence and unpaid articles on any subjects related to FABA’s purposes.  ABANA chapter

newsletters may reprint non-copyrighted material if it is credited to the author and this newsletter.  You

need the publisher’s permission to reprint copyrighted material unless otherwise noted.

February, 1999

The Smith was a very important person in the ancient Celtic nations: in Irish
texts he was a seer, endowed with the gift of prophecy.  He and the goldsmith
belonged to the “professional” social class, below the warring aristocracy and
above the common people, which included the highest category of craftsmen,
the lawyers, the poets, historians, and clerks.  (Irish Art in the Early Christian
Period - F. Henry.  P,66)

The Celts were excellent wheel-wrights.  Adapting ideas from both the Classical
world and the Middle East, they made wooden wheels for their chariots and war-
carts that, by the 1  century B.C., were clamped together by a shrunk-on ironst

tire, a process that was only rediscovered and used many, many years later. 
(The Celtic World - E.M. Buhrer.  P.117-118) The Holme Pierrepoint wheel had
a felloe composed of 6 segments (of ash) doweled together (with oak), each
segment taking 2 spokes (of oak).  The hub was of birch, the wheel secured to
the axle by a linch-pin of hardwood, antler, or metal.  (Celtic Art - I.M. Stead. 
P.60)



Please join us at both the Statewide Meeting and
the Board Meeting.  (Look to this issue for a map.)

Happy Hammering -
Clyde Payton
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