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President’s Corner
by Clyde Payton, President
Whatever happened to 1998??!!
"Time flies when you're having
fun." Yep, it's the end of
another great year and I am
looking forward to an even
better year in 1999.  But first, I
want to wish all of you a very,
very happy and wonderful
CHRISTMAS - May GOD shower you with HIS many
blessings and wondrous LOVE.

This is also the end of the first year of my two-year
term as your President, and I have enjoyed this experience
tremendously.  Can you believe it? Our "club" will soon be
fourteen years old! Yes, THE FLORIDA ARTIST
BLACKSMITH ASSOCIATION is a healthy and robust
TEENAGER!

I would just like to remind everyone, especially
our new members, who we are and what we are - A Florida

non-profit corporation - incorporated as a tax exempt
teaching institute.  We are also approved and certified by
the Federal Government as a non-profit tax exempt Florida
corporation and thus "I.R.S.  Tax Exempt" (501 -C-3).
(This means that your FABA donations are income tax
exempt).  Our mission is to teach and preserve the art and
craft of BLACKSMITHING especially to youth.  We have
no paid staff of any kind - all officers, trustees, program
coordinators, and committee persons are strictly
volunteers.  We are a state chapter of the "umbrella"
blacksmith organization called The Artist Blacksmith
Association of North America (ABANA).  This
international blacksmith club has 60 chapters around the
world - even New Zealand and Australia - and has close to
10,000 members.

FABA is a good, clean, family organization - we
are all about teaching, learning, and having Fun! Yes, this
organization has lots to give    BUT.  .  you must give
something BACK! Without your participation, ownership,
commitment, and just plain "sweat equity", FABA would
be just another stagnant corporate number registered in the
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ABANA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Artist Blacksmith Association of North America, Inc.
Name__________________________________

Address________________________________

_______________________________________
 City                                   State             Zip
Phone__________________________________
The undersigned applies for membership in the Artist
Blacksmith Association of North America and
encloses ______ as annual membership dues for one
year.  Checks must be in U.S. funds.  Membership
includes a subscription to the Anvil’s Ring and The
Hammer’s Blow.

Credit Card No.___________________________
VisaG MasterCardG
Expiration Date__________________
G Full time Student(1 yr only) $35/yr
G Regular membership $45/yr
G Senior Citizen (age 65+) $40/yr
G Overseas Surface Mail $60/yr
G Overseas Airmail $80/yr
G Contributory Membership $100/yr
G Public Library Subscription $35/yr
Call (314) 390-2133 to charge your membership to
VISA or MasterCard, or make out a check to
ABANA and send to :

ABANA
P.O. Box 206
Washington, MO 63090

FABA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Florida Artist Blacksmith Association, Inc.

Chapter of ABANA, Inc.
Date __________   NewG       Renewal G

Name_________________________________
Address_______________________________
_____________________________________
   City                         State            Zip
Phone:Home_____________Work:_________
E-Mail______________________________
Spouse’s Name:________________________

Are you interested in procuring:
GAnvil GCoal GHand Tools
GPost Vise GBlower GForge
Other_________________________________

Send this application and a membership fee of $20.00
to

Lydia Burns, FABA Treasurer
66 Summerwind Circle
Crawfordville, FL 32327

Make check out to FABA.  The FABA membership
year begins May 1.  New memberships received after
December 31 also cover the following year. 
Membership is for a family.  You don’t have to be an
ABANA member to join FABA, but many FABA
members are, and we encourage membership in both

FABA Officers

President Clyde Payton 850-997-3627
Vice President Bill Roberts 352-687-2959 robertsb@pig.net
Treasurer Lydia Burns 850-421-4852
Secretary Karen Wheeler 352-486-4370
Program Chairman Ray Roberts 850-997-4403
Newsletter Editor Steve Bloom 352-526-6508 sab@gnv.ifas.ufl.edu 
Past President Ray Roberts 850-9974403
Trustee #1 John Butler 850-539-5742
Trustee #2 Lewis Riggleman 352-521-3515
Trustee #3 Jerry Grice 850-421-4788
Trustee #4 Ray Reynolds 561-793-2452

mailto:robertsb@pig.net
mailto:sab@gnv.ifas.ufl.edu
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Door Stop Wedge
by Randy McDaniel

Here is a simple item that I first made as a request and it became a
real staple in my sales at craft fairs.  It is a good, quick practice or
demonstration piece that is very functional.

I use hot rolled mild steel, 1" to 1 '/2" wide by 1/8" to 3/16" thick
and about 16" long.  Draw out a long taper allowing the end of the bar to
spread out evenly on both sides.  This shape is known as a "fishtail" in scroll
making.

Place the end past the anvil edge and use glancing blows to start the scroll.  Do not hit the anvil surface, as
that would make a flat area in the scroll.  Turn the piece over and use back-face blows to scroll the bar
towards you while lifting the bar.  That end is done.

Forge a fishtail on the other end.  Start forging a scroll in the opposite direction as the first one.  Follow the
sketches to make a larger scroll.  Watch the negative space to control the gradual opening of the scroll.

Place the piece balanced about halfway on the edge of the anvil and hammer a bend until you have a number
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"2" shape.  Take a couple of hammer blows on the very end of the bend to slightly flare it out.
Then cool off the whole piece.  You will notice that the straight areas will slightly curve while making the
bend.  That adds to its appeal and gives the wedge a spring action.

This article was recently written and drawn by Randy McDaniel, author of "A Blacksmithing Primer,
A Course In Basic And Intermediate Blacksmithing".  This is quickly becoming one of the most popular
books on blacksmithing with a number of schools using it for their classes.  Its personal and simple approach
has made it valuable to beginners and experienced smiths.  It also includes a more detailed explanation of
scroll making and other blacksmithing basics.  It is available for $20 plus $3 shipping and handling through
the following address:

Dragonfly Enterprises
 3300G Kingston Drive, Dept.  44W
Sinking Spring,  PA  19608

 and through other major blacksmithing suppliers.  

Editor’s Note: I made one of these and it works.  On the advice of my wife, I glued a strip of felt to the
bottom of the door stop to avoid scratching the floor.  I also recently bought a copy of Randy’s book.  It’s
a good, solid piece of work with a lot of useful information.  The drawings are simple and easy to
understand, and the projects are explained and illustrated well.  There is even a short blacksmith story (see
below).  In this smith’s opinion, it is well worth the price.

The Short Smith and the Tall Schoolmarm

Back in the 1700's there was a short blacksmith in town.  He had a crush on the tall schoolteacher, but in
those days things had to be done properly.  She stopped by his smithy one day and the sparks were flying,
and not just from the anvil.  She noticed the door was closed and said to the smith, "Give me a kiss."  The
smith jumped up on the anvil to reach her lips and gave her a kiss.  She liked it and said, "Let's go for a
walk."  They walked together for about a mile and the smith said, "How about another kiss?"  She said, "No,
someone might see us."  They walked another mile and again the smith said, "How about another kiss?"
Again she said, "No, someone might see us."  This time the smith spoke up. "Look here, I want a kiss now,
or I'm not carrying this anvil another step further!"
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Welcome New Members
 Russ & Adele Barton
 3967 Cree Drive
 Ormond Beach, FL  32174
 904-672-3076

 Cate & Bill Boyett
 8128 SW 44 Terrace
 Gainesville, FL  32608
 352-338-2945
wants anvil, post vise, blower.

 Gerald Brisban
 401 Viking St.
Palatka, FL  32177

Michael & Lynn Elledge
5942 Bull Dolphin Lane
Orlando, FL  32822
(407) 658-9748

Herman & Zenovia Gibson
8014 Gondola Drive
Orlando, FL  32809
(407) 855-4790
Interested in post vise, coal,
blower, hand tools and forge.

David  Hartman
2311 Sunnyside Place
Sarasota, FL  34239
941-366-9252

David & LoLaGene  Kent
120 Meridian Hills Road
Tallahassee,  FL  32312
850-893-3549
Looking for everything,
including training.

Michael & Carole Repetto
P.O. Box 3814
Seminole, FL  33725
(727) 535-2810
Interested in anvil, coal and
hand tools.

Bert Ringlstetter
796 Reef Point Circle
Naples,  FL  34108-8778
941-566-3777

Ken & Joan Sheppard
1615 West Central Ave.
Blountstown, FL  32424
850-674-5181
Need everything to get started.

Kenneth & Chris Thompson
11505 Ivydell Street
Fountain, FL  32438
850-722-4949
Need coal and hand tools.

 Lew & Debbie Wagar
310 Ash Court
Tallahassee, FL  32301
 850-878-0248
Looking for everything
including training.

Ralph & Janet White
P.O. Box 314
Blountstown, FL  32424
850-674-8651

Classified Ads

Items for Sale

Canady-Otto cast pulley blower/$100.   Champion cast pulley blower/$100.  150# mousehole anvil, rough but
usable/$200.  Miller 225 amp AC buzzbox welder, old but works fine/$50.
Craftsman AC/DC 225 amp welder with cables/$200.  Small drill press, no motor/$25.
Portable cavalry forge, cover missing, has blower.  Rough but been using for demos/$100.
Cast Champion forge pan and tuyere 18"x24" /$50

Dennis Smith
Ft Pierce, FL
(561)468-2378
DSmith3725@aol.com
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The SoapBox
by Murf Murphy

Well, this is the last blast from Possum Forge.  Next month, it will be Steve Bloom writing from
IronFlower Forge.  It’s been an interesting two years; I’ve learned a lot, and I hope I’ve done a bit of
teaching, as well.  There were a whole bunch of people who helped me out.  I tried to thank everyone who
put something into the newsletter, but I know I didn’t get them all.  So this is a thank you to all those who
sent ideas, articles, pictures, etc. to the Clinker Breaker.  THANK YOU, one and all.

I learned that while I don’t like deadlines, looking at one can increase creativity amazingly.  Dang!
The Clinker Breaker is due to the printer tomorrow morning and I’m two pages short!  When you know
people depend on your product, you try to do it as well as you can.  I know I fell short several times, but
usually managed to get most of the info out more or less correctly.

Having your own soapbox that you can climb on every month can be a fun experience.  I’ve used this
column for philosophy, jokes, opinions, exhortations, and some just plain goofiness.  But with the fun comes
a sense of responsibility, as well.  This is not a national syndicated column, read by millions of people, but
several hundred people read this newsletter every month.  If you have a tool that can affect a number of
people, you should try to use it well.  At times I worried about saying things that would not be accepted well,
but that comes with the territory.  I tried to be relatively impartial and even-handed.  I hope I succeeded. 

As I promised in the beginning, I didn’t make any big changes in the way the Clinker Breaker looks.
Bill Roberts did such a good job during his two years as editor that there weren’t any major changes left to
be made.  So I contented myself with a few minor items, and tried to add a couple of monthly features.

One of those attempts was my only big disappointment.  I tried to get three how-to articles per year
from each region on a rotating schedule.  The response was, to put it kindly, less than ideal.  I’d really like
to see that happen in the future.  Come on, guys – two pages including graphics every four months just ain’t
that hard!  We have one of the best monthly newsletters in the country.  Let’s try to make it the best.

Passing on the Torch
Our new Editor has been elected – Steve Bloom, proprietor of IronFlower Forge, in Archer, Florida.

He’ll take over with the January 1999 issue.  We will have a couple of interesting months getting the torch
passed on without either of us getting burned.  This is now an

Official Change of Address
Effective December 1, 1998

The new address is:
The Florida Clinker Breaker
Florida Artist Blacksmith Association   
Steve Bloom, Editor 
P.O. Box 760
Archer, FL  32618

The December issue will be my last – after that, all queries, articles, and information should go to the
above address.
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Dan Tull’s demonstration

Willard Smith in his beginner’s class

Beginner’s class

Flintlock Rifles - Gunsmith Demonstration

Barberville Conference
October 10-11, 1998

Gunsmith photos by Kent Douglas, others by Bill
Roberts
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Intermediate Class - Photo by Bill Roberts

Barberville Conference
October 10-11, 1998

Murf asked me to write something about my view of the conference.  
I had the privilege of teaching three classes this year; two of drill sharpening, and one of traditional

blacksmithing.  
I did have fun with my drill sharpening classes.  This is something I do every day in my work.  I have

used high speed drills to drill holes in every thing from wood to stainless steel.  It is all in how you sharpen
the drill.  I hope that the people that took the classes got this information out of the class.  The one thing that
I did see was how amazed they were on how simple it really is to sharpen a drill.  I hope I can do it again
some time!  

 There is one person that I have to thank and that is Carl Van Arnam, for collecting and bringing the
bench grinders for the drill sharpening classes.  Thank you Carl; your efforts were greatly appreciated.  

The one thing that stands out the most is the tailgate sales this year.  There was so much to choose
from.  Just about everything to outfit a shop, and even some projects to do also.  Steve Kayne from North
Carolina was there with a truck load of goodies.  I took advantage of that!  

The Saturday evening Auction seemed to go over very well.  We did have a few big items this year.
There were three tables, two of which came from the southeast region.  The other came from the northeast
region I believe.  One of the table that came from the southeast was donated by Frank Smith, it was
unfinished, but of a very unique style.  The other table from the southeast was made mostly by the members
that work at the Yesteryear Village at the South Florida Fair Grounds.  It was made with the traditional
blacksmith methods.  The people that worked on the table are Mike McCoy, Pete Yockey, Charlie
Stemmann, Ray Reynolds, Eddie Zywicki and Mary White.  We all hope that Patty Draper enjoys the table
for a long time to come .  But on the other hand , there where so many things there made by our members
that it was hard to choose what you would like to have .  As usual, Tim Ryan , our Auctioneer , did a great
job .

By the way, Tico and Maggi Rubio did a fantastic job on feeding the crowd .  The food was excellent
and in some cases more than enough.  To these two people and their friendly helpers we owe special thanks.

Gregg Ross from the southeast region taught blade grinding .  I understand his classes went over
quite well .   

The demonstrators held good size audiences .  They held everyone’s attention very well .  I guess the
best way to put it was said by a new member : "There is so much to see and do – where do you begin?"  

I hope everyone had a great time and for me , I'm looking forward to next year .

Charlie Stemmann, Southwest Regional Coordinator
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Barberville Conference
October 10-11, 1998

To all the folks who made Barberville possible:

I want to say thanks!  I spent the most of the weekend in beginner classes with Willard Smith, to whom
I want to extend special thanks for his time, effort and unwavering patience.  (And as long as I'm thanking
people for helping me take my baby steps into blacksmithing, Murph and Skeeter did a great job of getting
me started last Spring at Clyde's.  Thanks, fellas!)

Barberville was really a lot of fun for me.  I learned a lot, got to know some great people a little better,
and went home with a fistful of hooks and a candle holder I had made in Willard's class.  (I suspect that I was
beaming like a kid returning from summer camp.)  We picked up a great little item at the auction, too.

I guess my next step is to build a little forge so I can continue to practice.  I would really like to build
a propane forge, so if anyone has any input, I would welcome it.  (Thank you Greg Cumbaa for the plans you
got off the Internet for me!  Ryan surprised me with them after we left Barberville.)  Does anyone know if I
can use just brick without using any kind of ceramic wool?  That stuff makes me nervous.

I'm really glad I took the time to go to Barberville.   It seems like the weeks slip by so quickly and there
are always so many things to be done on the weekends that it's hard to make time to do something I really
want to do.  But for a couple of days there, as I hammered on metal and laughed with people about how the
metal shouldn't look like a sparkler when you pull it out of the coals, I could almost swear I was having the
time of my life!  Thanks again to all who made that possible.

Lisa Beck

Bob Eliot’s demonstration and his project piece.  Photos by Bill Roberts
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Northeast Region Northwest Region

Southeast Region

No meeting this month

Southwest Region

From I-10, take Exit 32 (SR59) south past Lloyd and Highway 27. 
Turn east on Old St. Augustine Rd, the next road south of Highway
27.  Go about a mile east, then turn south on Payton
Road(unpaved).  Head south about a half mile, and watch for the
anvil on the right.

Allen's shop is located at the corner of State Road 19 (South of
State Road 40 in the Ocala National Forest) and County Road
42 East.  The shop is a western style building located on the left
side of the road if you're driving south.  The signs "Allen's Well
Drilling" and "Altoona Hydraulics" are prominently displayed on
the building.
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The calendar includes events of interest to the blacksmithing community.  Florida Artist Blacksmith

Association (FABA) sponsored events are highlighted in bold typeface.  The regions have no boundaries -

everyone is welcome everywhere.  Come to more than one if you can.  W e hold regular monthly meetings in

each region (except that we all try to get together at one Statewide Meeting each quarter) on the following

Saturdays of each month: NE-1st, NW -2nd, SE-3rd, SW -last.  The actual dates may vary from month to

month; check the schedule below.  Our meetings are informal gatherings around the forge.  Prospective

members are always welcome.  Come for all or any part of a meeting, bring your tools, or just watch.  Most

meetings run from 9AM to 4PM, and you'll need to bring a lunch if you stay all day, unless otherwise noted.

If you have any questions about meetings please contact the Regional Coordinators listed below:

Upcoming Events

Northeast Region: Bob Jacoby (904) 260-9981 jacoby@southeast.net
Northwest Region: Dr. Ed Crane (850) 893-3212
Southeast Region: Charlie Stemmann (561) 964-8834 stemmann@aol.com
Southwest Region: David Reddy (813) 875-2098 dreddy@helios.acomp.usf.edu

DECEMBER, 1998
NE Dec 5 Allen Hardwicke’s shop, Altoona

NW Dec 12 Payton Forge (Clyde’s), Monticello.  Repairing blacksmith tools.  Bring items to be
repaired – forges, blowers, etc.  Not anvils.

SE Jan 2 Holiday Party at the Brandenburgs’.  The usual goodies, gossip, and general good
times.  Bring a side dish for a potluck dinner.  Start time is 5:00 P.M.  Note the date;
this has been offset to allow more people to attend.

SW Dec 26 No meeting.

JANUARY, 1999
NE Jan 2 To be announced.

NW Jan 9 Pope Farm, Barwick, GA.  Dan Tull will demonstrate in the morning, and Jerry Grice
will show how to repair an anvil.  There will be a service in memory of  Dr. Richard
Baker.

SE Jan 16 To be announced.

SW Jan 30 To be announced.

FEBRUARY, 1999
NE Jan 2 To be announced.

NW Jan 9 Edgar Chattin’s shop, Crawfordville.  Demos of bladesmithing, tomahawk making.

SE Jan 16 To be announced.

SW Jan 30 To be announced.



The Florida Clinker Breaker
FLORIDA ARTIST BLACKSMITH ASSOCIATION
Michael “Murf” Murphy, Editor
8537 Moore Woods Road
Tallahassee, FL 32310
850-421-6622
blacksmith@talweb.com

The Florida Artist Blacksmith Association(FABA) - Chapter of Artist Blacksmith Association of North

America, Inc., is a 501(c)(3) non-profit educational organization whose purposes are to teach, promote,

and preserve the art of blacksmithing.  Contributions are tax-deductible to the extent provided by law.

FABA publishes the Florida Clinker Breaker monthly, and FABA membership includes a subscription.  W e

solicit correspondence and unpaid articles on any subjects related to FABA’s purposes.  ABANA chapter

newsletters may reprint non-copyrighted material if it is credited to the author and this newsletter.  You

need the publisher’s permission to reprint copyrighted material unless otherwise noted.

A whole bag of coal?!?  This is either one bad kid, or else a

blacksmith!

Cartoon by Dean Minton (Cartoons by Deano), idea and caption by Murf

December, 1998



Secretary of State's office!
So .  .  .  come join me and let's work for the

greatest FABA program year yet in 1999! Let's close out

the millennium with PRIDE!
Clyde Payton 
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