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President’s Corner
by Clyde Payton, President

BOY!  What a GREAT
Conference!  Even the weather
was ideal, although a little on
the warm side.  As a matter of
fact, the only complaint I heard regarding the conference
was that the weather was a "little hot”!  We had great
blacksmith demonstrators, great family programs, great
Buck-In- The-Bucket drawings, a fantastic Auction,
whopper tailgate sales, good food services, and lots and
lots of FUN!

One of the major topics at the Friday night
quarterly board meeting was the announcement of our
newly elected officers for 1999-2000.  Our new Treasurer
is LYDIA BURNS;  new Newsletter Editor is STEVE
BLOOM;  new Secretary is KAREN WHEELER;  and the
new Trustee is LEWIS RIGGLEMAN.  Congratulations to
all of you and all are looking forward to working with you
on the FABA TEAM!  A special thank you to all the

candidates on the ballot who showed willingness to serve;
we appreciate your commitment to FABA and hope you
will be willing to run for those positions opening in 1999.
Thanks again to all the candidates and to the voters; your
vote does count and we need all of you.

We missed a few familiar faces at this conference
because of illness: NORMA and CARL AUSTIN and
MIKE MURPHY.  Norma recently suffered a heart attack
and also underwent some major surgery.  Mike's father had
to be hospitalized because of a stroke.  Our prayers and
best wishes are especially for you so we will see you at a
meeting very soon I know.

Regarding the conference again, there is an
important matter that I would like to glorify.  The Regions
had made several very impressive pieces for the Auction.
The pieces - especially tables - were exceptionally
beautiful and they were our "big money makers."  I want to
especially thank the REGIONS for this significant
contribution - it's team work and Organizational
Ownership like this that makes FABA such a wonderful
organization!  THANK YOU ONE AND ALL,

Clyde Payton 
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ABANA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Artist Blacksmith Association of North America, Inc.
Name__________________________________

Address________________________________

_______________________________________
 City                                   State             Zip
Phone__________________________________
The undersigned applies for membership in the Artist
Blacksmith Association of North America and
encloses ______ as annual membership dues for one
year.  Checks must be in U.S. funds.  Membership
includes a subscription to the Anvil’s Ring and The
Hammer’s Blow.

Credit Card No.___________________________
VisaG MasterCardG
Expiration Date__________________
G Full time Student(1 yr only) $35/yr
G Regular membership $45/yr
G Senior Citizen (age 65+) $40/yr
G Overseas Surface Mail $60/yr
G Overseas Airmail $80/yr
G Contributory Membership $100/yr
G Public Library Subscription $35/yr
Call (314) 390-2133 to charge your membership to
VISA or MasterCard, or make out a check to
ABANA and send to :

ABANA
P.O. Box 206
Washington, MO 63090

FABA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Florida Artist Blacksmith Association, Inc.

Chapter of ABANA, Inc.
Date __________   NewG       Renewal G

Name_________________________________
Address_______________________________
_____________________________________
   City                         State            Zip
Phone:Home_____________Work:_________
E-Mail______________________________
Spouse’s Name:________________________

Are you interested in procuring:
GAnvil GCoal GHand Tools
GPost Vise GBlower GForge
Other_________________________________

Send this application and a membership fee of $20.00
to

Anne Reynolds, FABA Treasurer
11064 Sunset Boulevard
West Palm Beach, FL  33411

Make check out to FABA.  The FABA membership
year begins May 1.  New memberships received after
December 31 also cover the following year. 
Membership is for a family.  You don’t have to be an
ABANA member to join FABA, but many FABA
members are, and we encourage membership in both

FABA Officers

President Clyde Payton 850-997-3627
Vice President Bill Roberts 352-687-2959 robertsb@pig.net
Treasurer Anne Reynolds 561-793-2452
Secretary Currently vacant, temporary volunteers filling in. Call Murf or Anne.
Program Chairman Ray Roberts 850-997-4403
Newsletter Editor Murf Murphy 850-421-6622 blacksmith@talweb.com
Past President Ray Roberts 850-9974403
Trustee #1 John Butler 850-539-5742
Trustee #2 Carl Austin 941-735-0257
Trustee #3 Jerry Grice 850-421-4788
Trustee #4 Ray Reynolds 561-793-2452

mailto:robertsb@pig.net
mailto:blacksmith@talweb.com
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Southeast Regional News
by Charlie Stemmann, Southeast Regional Coordinator

The southeast meeting was held on the 19th of September.  As usual, Mike McCoy opened up the
Blacksmith shop at the Yesteryear village for the meeting.  Bill Burridge put out the meeting signs.

Jim Fagan worked with Lynn Emrich on some knife blades.  Jim instructed Lynn on some of the finer
points of making blades.  Jim also demonstrated how to weld some nickel between two pieces of steel.  After
that, Lynn made some knife blanks, which turned out very well.

We had our project at the meeting also, for very one to see.  Eddy Zywicki and Mary Wright worked
on making the final piece for it.  They made the bottom cross bar for it.  The cross bar turned out very well.

Pete Yockey did his favorite, forging out some knife blades.  Kim Numrych worked on an odd -
shaped dinner bell that looked very interesting.  Let's just say it isn't a triangle.  Unfortunately she had to
leave before she could finish it.  Sara McMurray did her usual of making some horse shoes.  After that, Sara
made some Christmas gift items.  She cut some old shoes in half and made some very interesting hanger
hooks.  

We had fifteen people at the meeting and everyone seemed to have a great time.

Passing on the Torch

Our new Editor has been elected – Steve Bloom, proprietor of IronFlower Forge, in Archer, Florida.
He’ll take over with the January 1999 issue.  We should have a couple of interesting months getting the torch
passed on without either of us getting burned.  This is now an

Official Change of Address
Effective December 1, 1998

The new address is:
The Florida Clinker Breaker
Florida Artist Blacksmith Association   
Steve Bloom, Editor 
P.O. Box 760
Archer, FL  32618

The December issue will be my last – after that, all queries, articles, and information should go to the above
address.

The SoapBox
by Murf Murphy, Editor

I’m not going to rant or philosophize this month; I just want to say thanks to those who helped me
take care of some obligations when I was not able to do so myself.  John Butler, Skeeter, Kent Douglas, and
Bill Adams, in particular.  I found out I had more friends than I knew.  Thanks.
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Northwest Regional News
by Murf Murphy

Ed Crane, our Regional Coordinator, is off vacationing in Montana somewhere, and left me with the
job of doing the writeup for our meeting.  Have fun, Ed – but the bill will be presented when you get back.

The meeting was held on September 12, at Dave and Lydia Burns’ place south of Tallahassee.  They
have several acres of woods, with a pretty good blacksmith shop situated thereon.  It was one of the first
reasonably cool days we’ve seen for quite a while, and everyone seemed to be rather grateful for that.  The
project for the day was a shelf to be donated to the auction  in Barberville.  There was a very nice mahogany
plank, which needed only some supports to become a handsome shelf.  Bill Robertson brought a design he
had gotten out of a book, and the group got to work on it.

Bill had made some templates from the design, so we had
something to check against as we worked.  Since the templates were
made of paper, there were a few problems, but John Butler was the
only one who actually set fire to his copy.  (I came pretty close,
though.)  The design is not real intricate, but it did have to be fairly
precise, so we had to watch what we were doing.  Since there were
not enough anvils for everyone to work at once, there was time for
talk, discussion, and other less strenuous activities.

Shortly after noon, Lydia came out with a good-sized pot of chili, some homemade cornbread, and
other miscellaneous edibles.  It was good chili, and lots of good conversation with the meal.  A small herd
of chickens came around to investigate, but there weren’t enough crumbs left to keep their interest.

As usual, people started getting a bit lazy after lunch, but we did
manage to keep the fire going long enough to complete the forging of the
parts.  Bill Robertson, assisted by Jeff Valentine, did a good job of forging
the collars that will hold the assembly together.  Dave Burns did most of the
straight forging, getting some good mileage out of his treadle hammer on
that part.

A couple of hours after lunch, people started heading out, but not
before the necessary work was finished.  Bill took the pieces back to his
shop to put the finishing welds on them, and it wound up in Barberville as
planned.

To Dave and Lydia, thank you for the good lunch, and the place to get together.  To the people who
showed up, thanks for the work, and the socializing

Handy Hint - A Magnetic Broom
from The Bellows and Breeze, Artist Blacksmith Association of New Zealand

Take the big washer-shaped magnet out of an old car radio loudspeaker and drop it into an empty
poly pail or 4 litre ice cream punnet.  When you move it around the floor by the drill press or lathe or anvil,
the swarf and offcuts etc. will stick to the bottom of the pail.  When it won’t pick up any more, just take it
to the scrap bin and lift the magnet out – the swarf falls into the bin, and you don’t have to pull the curly bits
out of the broom!
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Northeast Region Northwest Region

Southeast Region

No meeting this month

Southwest Region
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The calendar includes events of interest to the blacksmithing community.  Florida Artist Blacksmith

Association (FABA) sponsored events are highlighted in bold typeface.  The regions have no boundaries -

everyone is welcome everywhere.  Come to more than one if you can.  W e hold regular monthly meetings in

each region (except that we all try to get together at one Statewide Meeting each quarter) on the following

Saturdays of each month: NE-1st, NW -2nd, SE-3rd, SW -last.  The actual dates may vary from month to

month; check the schedule below.  Our meetings are informal gatherings around the forge.  Prospective

members are always welcome.  Come for all or any part of a meeting, bring your tools, or just watch.  Most

meetings run from 9AM to 4PM, and you'll need to bring a lunch if you stay all day, unless otherwise noted.

If you have any questions about meetings please contact the Regional Coordinators listed below:

Upcoming Events

Northeast Region: Bob Jacoby (904) 260-9981 jacoby@southeast.net
Northwest Region: Dr. Ed Crane (850) 893-3212
Southeast Region: Charlie Stemmann (561) 964-8834 stemmann@aol.com
Southwest Region: David Reddy (813) 875-2098 dreddy@helios.acomp.usf.edu

NOVEMBER, 1998
NE Nov 7-8 Country Jamboree, Barberville
NW Nov 14 Panhandle Pioneer Settlement, Blountstown.  Metal finish demo by Dave Burns,

treadle hammer tools and techniques by Bill Robertson.  Make tools for the blacksmith
shop - tongs, chisels, punches, etc.

SE Nov 21 Frank Smith’s shop, West Palm Beach.
SW Nov 28 No meeting.

DECEMBER, 1998
NE Dec 5 To be announced.

NW Dec 12 To be announced.

SE Dec 19 To be announced.

SW Dec 26 To be announced.

JANUARY, 1999
NE Jan 2 To be announced.

NW Jan 9 To be announced.

SE Jan 16 To be announced.

SW Jan 30 To be announced.



The Florida Clinker Breaker
FLORIDA ARTIST BLACKSMITH ASSOCIATION
Michael “Murf” Murphy, Editor
8537 Moore Woods Road
Tallahassee, FL 32310
850-421-6622
blacksmith@talweb.com

The Florida Artist Blacksmith Association(FABA) - Chapter of Artist Blacksmith Association of North

America, Inc., is a 501(c)(3) non-profit educational organization whose purposes are to teach, promote,

and preserve the art of blacksmithing.  Contributions are tax-deductible to the extent provided by law.

FABA publishes the Florida Clinker Breaker monthly, and FABA membership includes a subscription.  W e

solicit correspondence and unpaid articles on any subjects related to FABA’s purposes.  ABANA chapter

newsletters may reprint non-copyrighted material if it is credited to the author and this newsletter.  You

need the publisher’s permission to reprint copyrighted material unless otherwise noted.

Types of Blacksmith Tongs
from The Art of Blacksmithing, by Alex W. Bealer

November, 1998
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