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President’s Corner
by Clyde Payton, President

wow, Wow, WOW -
What a CONFERENCE!
What a PRODUCTION!!
Yes, the 1998 ABANA
Biennial International Blacksmithing Conference at
Asheville, North Carolina on the campus of the
University of North Carolina was absolutely
Phenomenal! Vi and I went up to Asheville on
Sunday, June 1 4th, and returned on Sunday, June
21st.

This was truly an International Conference -
people from all over the world - just about - were in
attendance.  One of my favorite demonstrators was a
Sword maker from Japan - I heard many attendees
talking in foreign languages which - of course - I did
not understand.  Many demonstration sites - many
exhibits - many auxiliary programs - many other
activities - commercial sales - book sales - fantastic

auctions.
BUT, you know what was my favorite feature?

THE TAIL GATE SALES! Yes, hundreds of
"tailgaters" with far more goodies than I had money.
But, nevertheless, I filled up both the trunk and the
back seat of Vi's car with unusual blacksmithing
goodies - one-of-a-kind stuff that you don't see often.
Bill Burridge from Jupiter, FL beat me by a nose in
buying a perfect shape 14 inch Champion 400 blower
- it was a beauty! (Bill, did you get the seller to replace
that grease cup?)

I was amazed at how many people I saw there
from Florida! Florida was well represented at this
ABANA Conference.  I was especially pleased to see
Skip and Karen Wheeler and all their children there!
Gosh, there were so many people from Florida there
that I could fill up all my allotted space naming them!

One nice thing about the area of Asheville, NC
is all of the other attractions in the area that cannot be
missed - it's a "family smorgasbord" of activities -
Biltmore Estate, Appalachian Arts and Crafts Center,
Blue Ridge Parkway, just to name some.
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ABANA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Artist Blacksmith Association of North America, Inc.
Name__________________________________

Address________________________________

_______________________________________
 City                                   State             Zip
Phone__________________________________
The undersigned applies for membership in the Artist
Blacksmith Association of North America and
encloses ______ as annual membership dues for one
year.  Checks must be in U.S. funds.  Membership
includes a subscription to the Anvil’s Ring and The
Hammer’s Blow.

Credit Card No.___________________________
VisaG MasterCardG
Expiration Date__________________
G Full time Student(1 yr only) $35/yr
G Regular membership $45/yr
G Senior Citizen (age 65+) $40/yr
G Overseas Surface Mail $60/yr
G Overseas Airmail $80/yr
G Contributory Membership $100/yr
G Public Library Subscription $35/yr
Call (314) 390-2133 to charge your membership to
VISA or MasterCard, or make out a check to
ABANA and send to :

ABANA
P.O. Box 206
Washington, MO 63090

FABA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Florida Artist Blacksmith Association, Inc.

Chapter of ABANA, Inc.
Date __________   NewG       Renewal G

Name_________________________________
Address_______________________________
_____________________________________
   City                         State            Zip
Phone:Home_____________Work:_________
E-Mail______________________________
Spouse’s Name:________________________

Are you interested in procuring:
GAnvil GCoal GHand Tools
GPost Vise GBlower GForge
Other_________________________________

Send this application and a membership fee of $20.00
to

Anne Reynolds, FABA Treasurer
11064 Sunset Boulevard
West Palm Beach, FL  33411

Make check out to FABA.  The FABA membership
year begins May 1.  New memberships received after
December 31 also cover the following year. 
Membership is for a family.  You don’t have to be an
ABANA member to join FABA, but many FABA
members are, and we encourage membership in both

FABA Officers

President Clyde Payton 850-997-3627
Vice President Bill Roberts 352-687-2959 robertsb@pig.net
Treasurer Anne Reynolds 561-793-2452
Secretary Currently vacant, temporary volunteers filling in. Call Murf or Anne.
Program Chairman Ray Roberts 850-997-4403
Newsletter Editor Murf Murphy 850-421-6622 blacksmith@talweb.com
Past President Ray Roberts 850-9974403
Trustee #1 John Butler 850-539-5742
Trustee #2 Carl Austin 941-735-0257
Trustee #3 Jerry Grice 850-421-4788
Trustee #4 Ray Reynolds 561-793-2452

mailto:robertsb@pig.net
mailto:blacksmith@talweb.com
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The SoapBox
by Murf Murphy, Editor

I have a large apology to make to the membership this month.  I hit a wrong button on this computer
of mine and wiped out about 25 hours worth of work on the Clinker Breaker.  I do not have time to
reconstruct everything, and still finish it soon enough to get to you on time.  I have done the best I can to get
the important stuff, such as meeting dates and locations, back together.  The things I couldn’t get done in
time will be delayed until the next issue.  While I am in the apology mode, I noticed and error on last
month’s issue on the calendar page.  The dates in the August section were actually July dates.  That is
corrected this month.

I want to thank Sue Ellen Hunter and Steve Bloom for putting themselves in the running for the
position of Newsletter Editor.  We still need nominees for Secretary, Treasurer, and Trustee #2.  The
Secretary position has been vacant since April, and Anne Reynolds and I have been trying to fill in.
Needless to say, there have been a few glitches, but we have most of them ironed out.  If you still have a
problem or questions about renewal or not getting your Clinker Breaker, call your kindly old editor; I’ll do
my best to straighten things out.  (I just realized that if you’re not getting your Clinker Breaker, you won’t
see this.  Oh, well, it’s late Sunday night and I’m getting flaky trying to meet my deadline.)

Meanwhile, we are moving on.  We still need some disks for the Barberville Gate.  If you have some,
or want to make a few, get in contact with Bill Roberts, (352) 687-2959.  We want to get this gate finished
for this year’s Conference.  Also for the Conference, we need little stuff for the Buck-in-the-Bucket drawing,
and big items for the auction.  Please help us out on this.  You’ll be helping yourself, too, because this is the
money that helps keep FABA working

HOT TIP
by Derry Cook, NWBA Director

The Hardie is made from a truck leaf spring approximately
4 1/2" by 1/2".  Grind the "Chisel" at the top and grind a slight
concave shape to the bottom (see illustration).  Weld on a piece of
square solid or heavy gauge tube to fit the Hardie hole.

I have been using one of these for the past eight years and it
is very satisfactory.  Do not heat-treat and when you hit it (and don't
try to tell me that you don't!), just regrind.

The torsion bar suspension of the Volkswagen Beetle is made
up of multiple layers of 1/8" by 3/8", 1/2", 3/4" and 1" strips
approximately 40" long.  I don't know the composition of the alloy,
but I know that it makes good knives, carving tools, punches
(repousse), and is good for including in Damascus.  I have made
small chisels to do damascene inlaying--and it worked well at 1450
degrees and 430 degrees heat-treat.

Use mild steel to make chisels and punches.  Case-harden
using a non- poisonous medium available from bet- ter tool and metal shops.  The depth of hardened "skin"
depends on the number of times the process is repeated.  It can be repeated many times, giving substantial
depth or, in the case of hot cutting tools, a thin depth, which is sufficient.  Tools made this way work very
well and are a considerable savings.  Many years ago I did case hardening with cyanide but I stopped using
it because it was hazardous!
Reprinted from the Hot Iron News, Northwest Blacksmith Association
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Classified Ads

FOR SALE: Heavy-duty commercial forge blower, cast iron housing - $175.  3-phase, 3-HP, 220V
Marathon motor, almost new, $85.  Call Ed Crane, (850) 893-3212 (Tallahassee area)

FOR SALE: 18x 20 cast iron portable forge, with Champion blower, 100 lb anvil, good shape, with
stump, $350 firm for both.  Call Richard Manna, (407) 984-0160 (Palm Beach area)

WANTED: Used blacksmith equipment - just about everything.  New member needs anvil, forge, hand
tools, etc.  May also be interested in an arc welder.  Dennis Bernhardt, St Augustine, FL 904-797-6358.

FOR SALE: Precision hollow-grinding machine, designed and built by Edgar Chattin.  2" x 72" belt, 1
HP motor.  $1500.  Edgar will also train the buyer, if desired.   Call Edgar Chattin, (850) 926-8058
(Tallahassee area)

COAL! COAL! COAL!

The Pioneer Arts Settlement in Barberville is trying to place an order for coal prior to FABA’s Annual
Conference in October.  They’re trying to raise some funds in order to do this so it would be a big help if
you could prepay for the amount of coal that you want.  The Settlement will issue coupons and you can
pick your coal up throughout the year if it’s more convenient.  The cost of the coal is $11 / 100 pounds
and this is the good stuff - specially selected for it good blacksmithing characteristics.  Please send your
prepayments to:

Pioneer Settlement for Creative Arts Phone: (904) 749-2959
Coal Purchase Ask for Marilyn Breeze
PO Box 6
Barberville, FL  32105

President’s Corner (continued from Page 1)

There were two main auctions - it was overheard that the first brought in $75,000 (+/-).  Don't
know what the second auction brought.  A Gothic door knocker project made on site by a work group
headed by Tom Latane' brought $15,000! A Chapter Ring Project headed by Francis Whitaker brought
$10,000.  The frame for this project was made by Florida's own Jeff Mohr.  A Damascus steel Bowie
knife fetched $9,000.00!

ABANA has its International Conference every-other-year on even numbered years.  The next
one will be the year 2000 in Flagstaff, Arizona.  I urge you to bring the family out to Flagstaff.  I
guarantee that you will not be disappointed - keep it on your calendar.

BE HAPPY - KEEP HAMMERING
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Southeast Regional News
by Charlie Stemmann, Southeast Regional Coordinator

The Southeast did not have our regular meeting , but we did have a meeting of sorts.  A good number of
our membership in the southeast demonstrated the art of blacksmithing at the Yesteryear Village, which is at the
South Florida Fair Grounds .  About three weeks ago the blacksmiths had gotten a new building (new to us), that
will become our new blacksmith shop.  On June 20th (which would have been our meeting date!) we got the
group together and they cleaned the building out and started to get the building ready to be moved! They did a
great job!!  I have to give them all a big thank you!!!  For the past few weeks the weather has been very hot and
they all worked very hard despite the heat.

The people we should give a big hand to are: Pete Yockey, Marty Spinelli, Frank Smith, Kim Mumrych,
Andrew Golden, Jim Fagan, Evelyn Stemmann (my wife), Eddie Zywicky, and Mike McCoy.  Mike should get
special thanks, for he has been out there working during the week by himself and also on the weekends with who
ever shows up.  Don't get this wrong, we've had a good turn out on the weekends.  By the time most of you
all read this the building will have been moved to the fairgrounds.   The building is an old stable which was built
some time between the late 20's or early 30's.  The building is 18 feet wide and 60 feet long.  After it has been
moved.  It will become a multi station blacksmith shop that will show the progression of blacksmithing through
the years we portray.  But a reminder -- the work has just started!  Once it is at the fairgrounds, it has to be put
back together and there is a lot more work a head.  So what ever help anyone can give will be greatly appreciated.

If all goes well we might have it ready for the 1999 fair.  For this we'll need all the help we can get.   The
building we have right now is 16x16 and we usually have three forges going.  So this new building will give
everyone more room to work.  This year we've had a lot of schools in this area visiting the village.  Mike McCoy
has been manning the blacksmith shop for these visits and demonstrating blacksmithing for them.

See you at the July meeting 

CALL FOR NOMINEES

We have four positions on the Board which will become vacant on December 31, 1998. The term of
service of these four positions will run from January 1,1999 through December 31, 2OOO - two years.
These Board positions are:

Incumbent
TREASURER Anne Reynolds
SECRETARY Vacant
NEWSLETTER EDITOR Michael “Murf” Murphy
TRUSTEE # 2 Carl Austin

We need nominees for these vital positions now, so that we can construct and mail out the ballot for a
general election. If you would like to run for one of these board positions please write or call CLYDE 
PAYTON. 

Any FABA member can run for these offices. (FABA reimburses board members for expenses incurred
in performing FABA travel and business.)

I can't overemphasize how important is your willingness to help.  So, please pitch in and volunteer for
one of these positions.

CALL: 850/997-3627
WRITE:    Clyde Payton
Rt. 3, Box 1 24-D, Payton Road
Monticello, FL 32344-9455
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Northeast Regional News
by Bob Jacoby, Northeast Regional Coordinator

The July meeting was held at Jack Klahm’s shop in Ocala.  The quality of the program and the surroundings
set a new standard for NE Region meetings!  Not only were we guests in one of the finest shops in the area, we had
the double treat of seeing demonstrations by both Jack Klahm and Johan Sangberg from Göteberg, Sweden.  Special
thanks to Bill Roberts who in addition to hosting Johan at his home, set up this meeting.

Johan’s demonstration started out with a Johan’s promotional video - nice footage of his shop including his
“Jupiter” power hammer.  Johan also brought his portfolio which included pictures of his Göteberg Cityscape which
he completed as his final project after his four years of formal training as an artist blacksmith back in 1976.  After
the video and a short lecture, Johan, working with Bill Roberts as a striker, forged some candlestick holders out of
pieces of 1” twisted solid stock - the pieces came out beautifully and Johan donated them for the October FABA
Conference.  To see more of Johan’s work or learn more about his trip to America, which included the ABANA
A s he vi l l e  Conference  and  a  vi s i t  wi th  S teve  Bloom,  vi s i t  h i s  web  s i t e  a t
http://w1.311.telia.com/~u31100306/startsidan/starten/top.htm.

Next Jack Klahm demonstrated aluminum forging.  Jack is on the forefront of working in this medium and
FABA guests were treated to this demonstration that Jack also gave at the ABANA conference in Asheville, NC, and
at the 40  annual National Ornamental & Miscellaneous Metals Association (NOMMA) conference in Marchth

Albuquerque, NM.  NOMMA is the professional trade organization that represents professional artist blacksmiths.
Jack’s shop, Klahm & Sons, Inc., was awarded three 1998 Ernest Wiemann Top Job awards at the NOMMA
conference including a gold for the restoration of a 1901 entrance gate - the capitol (arch over the top) alone weighed
more than 2,800 pounds and had to be lifted off with a crane.  In short, when priceless historic iron work needs to
be restored, people call Jack.  It was a genuine thrill to be a guest at his shop - for me it was sort of like getting to sit
in the dugout with the players during a professional baseball game!

Jack first demonstrated a clever technique for aluminum annealing and then made a simple scroll out of 1”
X ½” stock.  Next he forged some grapes and acorns out of round stock, and then he finished up the demo by forging
a vessel out of 2 ½” x 2 ½” 6061 square stock - the BIG stuff!  For this project Jack brought out a set of chisels and
set tools (including a matching wooden case) made by our very own Skeeter Prather!  Jack explained that he only
brought out his set of “Skeeter Tools” for special occasions!  There was a huge turnout at this meeting and everyone
had a wonderful time.  Again, thanks to Jack Klahm, Johan Sangberg, and Bill Roberts for this very special meeting.

Don’t forget to bring items for the Buck-In-The-Bucket to each meeting, we’re trying to raise money to
purchase a power hammer (hopefully a 50# Little Giant) for Barberville.  To date we’ve raised $982 (including $100
from the Buck-In-The-Buckets at Jack Klahm’s in June).  We’ll probably break the $1,000 mark in August, so let’s

keep up the good work!

Swedish blacksmith Johan
Sangberg, who demonstrated at
the July NE Region meeting,
spent 450 hours producing this
cityscape entitled “Göteberg”.
The piece, completed as a final
project after Johan’s four years
of formal training as an artist
blacksmith back in 1976, weighs
almost 90 pounds and measures
roughly 40” X 20”.  Johan
received the silver award, which
hadn’t been given once in the
prior 10 years, in recognition of
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the quality of this piece.
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Northeast Region Northwest Region

Southeast Region

No meeting this month

Southwest Region
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The calendar includes events of interest to the blacksmithing community.  Florida Artist Blacksmith

Association (FABA) sponsored events are highlighted in bold typeface.  The regions have no boundaries -

everyone is welcome everywhere.  Come to more than one if you can.  W e hold regular monthly meetings in

each region (except that we all try to get together at one Statewide Meeting each quarter) on the following

Saturdays of each month: NE-1st, NW -2nd, SE-3rd, SW -last.  The actual dates may vary from month to

month; check the schedule below.  Our meetings are informal gatherings around the forge.  Prospective

members are always welcome.  Come for all or any part of a meeting, bring your tools, or just watch.  Most

meetings run from 9AM to 4PM, and you'll need to bring a lunch if you stay all day, unless otherwise noted.

If you have any questions about meetings please contact the Regional Coordinators listed below:

Upcoming Events

Northeast Region: Bob Jacoby (904) 260-9981 jacoby@southeast.net
Northwest Region: Dr. Ed Crane (850) 893-3212
Southeast Region: Charlie Stemmann (561) 964-8834 stemmann@aol.com
Southwest Region: David Reddy (813) 875-2098 dreddy@helios.acomp.usf.edu

AUGUST, 1998
NE Aug 01 Pioneer Arts Settlement, Barberville.

NW Aug 08 Ed Crane’s shop, Tallahassee.  Jerry Grice will be there, and we’re going to try to
finish the table we started at Richard Baker’s shop.  This will be donated to the auction
at the Statewide Conference in October.

SE Aug 15 YesterYear Village, South Florida Fairgrounds, West Palm Beach.

SW Aug 29 No meeting -- it’s too #@$!!*@ hot.

SEPTEMBER, 1998
NE Sep 05 Walt Andersen’s Camp(tentative)

NW Sep 12 To be announced.

SE Sep 19 To be announced.

SW Sep 26 To be announced.

OCTOBER, 1998
NE Oct 03 Barberville - Set up for Statewide Conference next week.

NW Oct 10 No Meeting - See you in Barberville.

SE Oct 17 To be announced.

SW Oct 31 To be announced.



The Florida Clinker Breaker
FLORIDA ARTIST BLACKSMITH ASSOCIATION
Michael “Murf” Murphy, Editor
8537 Moore Woods Road
Tallahassee, FL 32310
850-421-6622
blacksmith@talweb.com

The Florida Artist Blacksmith Association(FABA) - Chapter of Artist Blacksmith Association of North

America, Inc., is a 501(c)(3) non-profit educational organization whose purposes are to teach, promote,

and preserve the art of blacksmithing.  Contributions are tax-deductible to the extent provided by law.

FABA publishes the Florida Clinker Breaker monthly, and FABA membership includes a subscription.  W e

solicit correspondence and unpaid articles on any subjects related to FABA’s purposes.  ABANA chapter

newsletters may reprint non-copyrighted material if it is credited to the author and this newsletter.  You

need the publisher’s permission to reprint copyrighted material unless otherwise noted.

I found this chandelier in the Coombs House in Apalacicola.  I was told it was made about 1840, rescued
from a burned-out platation house after the Civil war, and converted to electricity in the 1930's.  I Liked
it, so I shot these photos.  Murf Murphy, Editor.

August, 1998



Continued on Page 6
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