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President's Corner
by Ray Roberts, President

A great time to be in blacksmithing

I had intended to write this article before the fall
conference but I decided to wait.  Boy, am I glad that
I did.
Gilbert Knapp did himself proud with the four
principal blacksmithing demonstrators, five
beginning and intermediate instructors, a beginning
bladesmithing instructor, a children’s program and
eight family program instructors.
As a traditional smith, Elmer Roush, resident smith
at the John C. Campbell school, certainly lived up to
his fine reputation even under the difficult
circumstance that my air hammer wouldn't work
right and neither did the one in the blacksmith shop.
When I first saw the work of Frank Smith of the
Smith & Williamson Studios in West Palm Beach, I
was very impressed.  The architectural classes were
well attended and well done.
Ah, Clay Spencer, no one does it better.  He really
makes the treadle hammer sing.  I wonder if even he
knows just how many little specialized tools he has
to go with his hammer.  I doubt it.

For me, the piece de resistance
was to spend two days while
listening to the incomparable Al
Pendray.  Al started with a billet
of mokeme gane which is
layered with copper, brass and
nickel silver and it sold at the
auction for $175.  Next he
presented a comprehensive
discussion on tempering steel; then, he discussed
wootz steel (for which he rediscovered the process),
and made a high ribbed Persian dagger blade.
Sunday afternoon, he made a letter opener of wootz
which had been auctioned previously for more than
$200.  Jim Fagan beat me out for it.  Darn it.
Although I did not have a chance to see much of the
family programs, I do know that they went well, and
I hope that someone from each class will write a
short article for the Clinker Breaker in the near
future.

Continued on Page 8...
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The calendar includes events of interest to the blacksmithing community.  Florida Artist Blacksmith

Association (FABA) sponsored events are highlighted in bold typeface.  The regions have no boundaries -

everyone is welcome everywhere.  Come to more than one if you can.  W e hold regular monthly meetings in

each region (except that we all try to get together at one Statewide Meeting each quarter) on the following

Saturdays of each month: NE-1st, NW -2nd, SE-3rd, SW -last.  The actual dates may vary from month to

month; check the schedule below.  Our meetings are informal gatherings around the forge.  Prospective

members are always welcome.  Come for all or any part of a meeting, bring your tools, or just watch.  Most

meetings run from 9AM to 4PM, and you'll need to bring a lunch if you stay all day, unless otherwise noted.

If you have any questions about meetings please contact the Regional Coordinators listed below:

Upcoming Events

Northeast Region: Bob Jacoby (904)260-9981    jacoby@southeast.net
Northwest Region: Dr. Ed Crane (904) 893-3212
Southeast Region: Mike Luck (305) 434-0798   colsmith@bellsouth.net
Southwest Region: David Reddy (813) 875-2098   dreddy@helios.acomp.usf.edu

NOVEMBER, 1997
NE Nov 1&2 Country Jamboree, Barberville.

NW Nov 7 Dr. Richard Baker’s shop, Barwick, GA.  See Northwest News for details.

SE Nov 8 Carriage House Farms, Ft. Pierce.  Special date for the Treasure Coast Carriage
Event.

SW Nov 28 Pinellas Pioneer Village, Boyd Hill Park, St. Petersburg

DECEMBER, 1997
NE Dec 6 To be announced

NW Dec 13 Edgar Chattin’s shop, Crawfordville.

SE Dec 20 Christmas Party at the Brandenburg’s.

SW Dec 27 No Meeting.
Dec 5-7 Treadle Hammer Workshop, Florida Aluminum & Steel, Ft. Myers.  See Page 7 for info

and application.  This is hosted by NOMMA.

JANUARY, 1998
NE Jan 2 To be announced.

NW Jan 9 Panhandle Pioneer Settlement, Blountstown. Work Day.

SE Jan 16 Mike & Marilyn Luck’s Colonial Smith & Forge.

SW Jan 30 Florida Aluminum & Steel, Ft. Myers.
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Rick Jay works on
the gate for
Barberville

Jerry Grice & Ed
Crane

Door Display Other Door

Northwest Regional News
by Clyde Payton, President-Elect

The Northwest Region met at the Panhandle Pioneer
Settlement Blacksmith Shop in Blountstown, Florida on Saturday,
September 13, 1997.  I was both surprised and delighted that
approximately 30 people attended this work day, several of which
were local settlement volunteers.

We had excellent workers who turned-to like Trojans: Jerry
Grice and Dr. Richard Baker built hardware at the forge for the three

windows which were constructed on
site, and installed by a cadre of very
fine carpenters led by John Butler.
Bill Robertson built a wall hammer
rack and a wall tong rack.  Dr. Ed
Crane and Clyde Payton installed a
very nice lock hasp on the front door
which was hand-forged by Dr. Crane.

Patty Draper kept busy painting tool handles - a painted white band at
the ends of reins and handles will now be the color code for this shop's tools.

Several others helped with numerous chores - even fetching water!  The Barberville Pioneer
Settlement donations of one fire pot, one blower, a pipe vise, and thirteen pairs of miscellaneous
tongs were also delivered and placed in the shop.  As usual we had ample "supervision" and
"instruction" from all of us good-willed Sidewalk Superintendents.  Speaking of which, we missed
Virgil Mayo.  I understand he and Fran are on a trip abroad -- Australia,  I think.

We got a good bit finished this day,
and now the shop is secure so that it can be
locked up safe and sound.  Our next work day
project will deal with building a two-door
wall-hung tool cabinet - we already have the
doors.

We also need show-off blacksmith-
made items to be permanently mounted on the
doors and walls.

This shop is still in need of hand tools
and some basic equipment.  If you can donate

something, here are the present uppermost needs:
Hardies
Hot cuts
Spring swages & fullers
Bottom and top swages and fullers

Hammers of all styles & shapes
Two hand sledge
Shear
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Bill Robertson,
Carpenter

Clyde Payton & Friends,
working hard.

Willard Smith was there
with his usual big smile and
cheerfulness - he is recuperating
from his open heart surgery in fine
fashion!

However, we sorely missed
Dr. Skeeter Prather.  He is still
recuperating from some serious eye

surgery and as of yet he is unable to stir around much.  Remember
Skeeter in your prayers for a quick and speedy recovery. (Besides, Lou
needs him out of the house and out from under-foot for a while!)

The November meeting of the Northwest
Region of the Florida Artist Blacksmith association
will be held on Saturday November 8 at Devils
Hopper Forge in Barwick, Georgia (that's right,
GEORGIA).  The meeting will be hosted by Wesley
Pope and Richard Baker at the Pope farm just north
of Barwick at their newly expanded forge.  The
demonstrator for the day will be Dan Tull of Newnan
, Georgia.  Dan has been president of the Ocmulgee
Blacksmith Guild and is currently president of the
Alex Bealer Memorial Guild.  He will be demonstrating some very interesting traditional techniques
of interest to everyone.  Everyone is encouraged to attend, especially beginning blacksmiths.  Lunch
will be provided so you do not need to bring food or drink.  For those adventuresome souls we have
plenty of room for primitive camping and campers (no hookups available) if you would like to come
and spend either Friday and or Saturday night.  A map is included on Page 3 or you may call Richard
Baker for additional information [912 263-5248 (home) or 912 263-5116 (work)].  We would like
for everyone to bring examples of interesting or easy-to-make forge-made-items for the show-and-
tell table that would provide great ideas for all those items we all seem to want to make at Christmas
for gifts.  As usual, there will be a tailgate sales area.  We hope that anyone with items to sell will
bring them for all to see.  We look forward to seeing you and hope that you will bring someone new
to introduce to our great craft.



9

ABANA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Artist Blacksmith Association of North America, Inc.
Name__________________________________

Address________________________________

_______________________________________
 City                                   State             Zip
Phone__________________________________
The undersigned applies for membership in the Artist
Blacksmith Association of North America and
encloses ______ as annual membership dues for one
year.  Checks must be in U.S. funds.  Membership
includes a subscription to the Anvil’s Ring and The
Hammer’s Blow.

Credit Card No.___________________________
VisaG MasterCardG
Expiration Date__________________
G Full time Student(1 yr only) $30/yr
G Regular membership $35/yr
G Senior Citizen (age 65+) $30/yr
G Overseas Airmail $70/yr
G Contributory Membership $100/yr
G Public Library Subscription $25/yr
Call (314) 390-2133 to charge your membership to
VISA or MasterCard, or make out a check to
ABANA and send to :

ABANA
P.O. Box 206
Washington, MO 63090

FABA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Florida Artist Blacksmith Association, Inc.

Chapter of ABANA, Inc.
Date __________   NewG       Renewal G

Name_________________________________
Address_______________________________
_____________________________________
   City                         State            Zip
Phone:Home_____________Work:_________
E-Mail______________________________
Spouse’s Name:________________________

Are you interested in procuring:
GAnvil GCoal GHand Tools
GPost Vise GBlower GForge
Other_________________________________

Send this application and a membership fee of $20.00
to

Anne Reynolds, FABA Treasurer
11064 Sunset Boulevard
West Palm Beach, FL  33411

Make check out to FABA.  The FABA membership
year begins May 1.  New memberships received after
December 31 also cover the following year. 
Membership is for a family.  You don’t have to be an
ABANA member to join FABA, but many FABA
members are, and we encourage membership in both

CLASSIFIED

WANTED: Blacksmith to demonstrate at Nicholson Farm House Restaurant in Havana, FL.  Must have portable
setup.  Call Willard Rudd, 850-442-4427

WANTED:  Letters, photos, how-to articles, stories, brags, gossip, and other stuff to liven up the Clinker Breaker.
 Also pictures of regional meetings, handiwork,  Barberville, etc.   Call or write THE EDITOR.

WANTED: Decorative disks for the Barberville Gate.  3 1/2 inches wide 1/8" steel plate.  Use your imagination to
decorate them.

MOVING?  Don’t lose your Clinker Breaker in the process.  I can take your address change, but it should
really go to our Secretary, Connie Knapp.  If you send it to me, I just send it on to her anyway.

Connie Knapp 
FABA
273 Lake Griffin Circle
Casselberry, FL 32707
faba@artisticiron.com
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Side View

Top View

Whatizzit

I think last month’s Whatizzit was too easy.  I got a call from Skeeter Prather about 1:00 PM on the
29th.  This was about forty-five minutes after he got his Clinker Breaker.  Then came Bill Roberts with an
e-mail about twelve hours later, and Kent Douglas with an e-mail about twelve hours after Bill.  Then I got
a post card from Richard Lanni, and about ten people hit me up at Barberville with the answer.  Since
Skeeter took unfair advantage of  his proximity to the editorial headquarters of the Clinker Breaker, he got
in first and won.  I wound up cooking pancakes for him on Saturday morning at Barberville.  Runners-up
were also invited (if I could find them), but only Skeeter showed up.  For those who didn’t recognize it, it
is a bung auger for making bung holes in wooden beer and whiskey kegs.  As a home brewer as well as a
smith, I am quite familiar with this particular tool.

I got a letter from Paul Peterman, who identified the August Whatizzit as part of a campfire set.  He
says it is one of the uprights that holds a spit over the fire.  Since this was the best (and only) guess we had
on that one, he collected a package of Possum Forge Smoked Ham as his prize.  Even the owner was not
sure what it was until Paul identified it for him.

I also got a card from Bob Strong, identifying the January Whatizzit.  This is another one that even
the owner wasn’t sure about, and the only one left unidentified.  Bob says it is probably a jig for making
small wheels for a child’s wagon.  He has used similar tools on a larger scale to work on old tractor wheels.
Bob says he is not positive about this one, but if no one else comes up with anything better by next month,
we’ll declare Mr. Strong the winner on this one.

This month’s Whatizzit belongs to Bob Strong.  It’s
about eight or nine inches long, with a point on the end being
held by the pliers.  There is a loop at the other end, and a hook

at the point of
balance.  Right next
to the hook is a circle
of thin metal, about
an inch wide.  It appears to be hand-forged, and pretty old.  I
know what it is, but I’m not eligible for the guessing game.
Anyone who has won in the past six months is also ineligible, so
Skeeter and Clyde can just hush up.

President’s Corner - Continued from Page 1

I have one more President’s Corner to Write, and then I am turning it over to new President Clyde Payton.
My new role is that of Program Chairman, and I have started planning for the new biennium.  But, more on
that next month.
Last year about this time, I included drawings of reindeer shoes for inclusion in your
items to be made for Christmas.  I failed to mention the Master Bladesmith Jerry Fisk
originated them.  Here is the drawing again.  Give them a try for fun and profit.
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The SoapBox
by Murf Murphy, Editor

 The first thing this month is an editorial correction.  In last month’s issue,
in the News from the Southeast article, I said something about the YesterYear
Village  at the Fairgrounds in Tampa.  It is at the Fairgrounds in West Palm Beach.
Due to some circumstances at work, I have had the Tampa Fairgrounds very much
on my mind(what there is of it).  So I apologize for the error.  At least I did it after
the meeting, instead of before.

Next is an address change.  I have new email address:
blacksmith@talweb.com.  I had a couple of problems with my other service, so I
changed.  Please send all email to my new address.

Attributions:  I got some response on my request for the makers of the
disks I showed in last months’s issue.  The one with the FABA logo on Page 3 was
made by Marshall White of Ocala.  It looks a lot better in real life than in a
reproduced photo.  It is really one fine piece of work.  On Page 11 the wizard was by Joel Clark, of
Fernandina Beach, and the steer skull was from Bill Robertson, who lives in Tallahassee.  The disk with
dogwood flower has the name CARTY stamped into it, which is probably Jim Carty of Ocala.  Unless I hear
differently, I’ll give Jim the credit for that one.  Another editorial correction: I said the disks were 1/4-inch
plate; they are actually 1/8-inch.  I wish this keyboard would print what I want rather than what I type.

We are coming to the end of a year, and the beginning of another.  We have a new president(Clyde
Payton), a new vice president(Bill Roberts), and a new program chairman(lame duck president Ray Roberts),
who will all take office in January.  The election returns were disappointing, but the job got done.  These
are all good people, but nobody can do this kind of job alone.  We all should get behind our new officers,
and help where we can.  Remember, FABA is based on its members, some of whom are willing to put forth
the extra effort needed to keep things running more or less on an even keel.  If you don’t like  the results of
this year’s election, just hang in there; you’ll get your chance again next year.

This is a rather slim issue this month; a lot of people were working on the Statewide Conference, and
didn’t contribute their usual stuff to the Clinker Breaker.  I know I didn’t put in as much time as I normally
do.  But I’ll try to make up for it next month with a big spread on the Barberville Conference.  If anyone has
any good photos or stories to show and tell, I would be delighted to publish them.  I would especially like
to hear from the ones who were teaching or taking the craft classes, like the broom making, glass etching,
leatherworking, etc.  I got a few good pictures, but I’m still just one man; I couldn’t be everywhere.  So help
me out -- send me some pictures, and tell me some stories.  If anyone got a shot of the anvil shoot at the
moment of ignition, I’d really appreciate it; I didn’t catch the liftoff.

More random thoughts:
Why is abbreviation such a long word?
If a police officer arrests a mime, does he tell him he has the right to remain silent?

Here’s a web site from Bill Roberts; he says there is a lot of good metal work.
http://www.awod.com/ccl/arts.html
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The Florida Artist Blacksmith Association(FABA) - Chapter of Artist Blacksmith Association of North

America, Inc., is a 501(c)(3) non-profit educational organization whose purposes are to teach, promote,

and preserve the art of blacksmithing.  Contributions are tax-deductible to the extent provided by law. 

FABA publishes the Florida Clinker Breaker monthly, and FABA membership includes a subscription. 

W e solicit correspondence and unpaid articles on any subjects related to FABA’s purposes.  ABANA

chapter newsletters may reprint non-copyrighted material if it is credited to the author and this

newsletter.  You need the publisher’s permission to reprint copyrighted material unless otherwise

noted.
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