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President's Corner
by Ray Roberts, President

This Thing of Ours

I have always contended that the real value of
our organization lies in the quality of our members.
As time goes on, I am more and more convinced of
it.

Let me illustrate.  First, by the wisdom of our
founders in setting up our system of four regional
meetings held each month as recognition of Florida's
peculiar shape and size reaching nearly 800 miles
from Perdido Bay to Key West.  Since FABA was
chartered more than a dozen years ago, we have held
more than 400 monthly meetings hosted by more
than 75 different members all over the state in shops
and barns and garages and back yards or whenever
we could assemble in fellowship and to share
blacksmithing ideas.

Next, by having a full blown Annual
Conference with nationally and internationally
known demonstrators and teachers and especially,
since many of them are our own members.  And now
with regional statewide meetings with such high
quality that most of them are now extended to two

days.
And finally, by the

leadership shown by so very
many members in hosting
meetings, sharing of expertise,
and overall involvement in
FABA activities.  The question
might be asked; who is in
charge of all this?

The answer is, I am.  You are.  We all are.
That is the magic ingredient of this thing of ours.
Whenever there is a need, member(s) rise to meet it.
Organizationally speaking, this is very necessary
because the Board of Trustees meets only quarterly.
This is barely enough to satisfy our chartered
governance requirement.  Hence, most of FABA's
business and activities are directed by individual
members.

While the Editor of this Clinker Breaker is a
Trustee, his editorial activities are functions apart.
Membership communications via the newsletter may
be our most compelling function.
Continued on Page 10...
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The calendar includes events of interest to the blacksmithing community.  Florida Artist Blacksmith

Association (FABA) sponsored events are highlighted in bold typeface.  The regions have no boundaries -

everyone is welcome everywhere.  Come to more than one if you can.  W e hold regular monthly meetings in

each region (except that we all try to get together at one Statewide Meeting each quarter) on the following

Saturdays of each month: NE-1st, NW -2nd, SE-3rd, SW -last.  The actual dates may vary from month to

month; check the schedule below.  Our meetings are informal gatherings around the forge.  Prospective

members are always welcome.  Come for all or any part of a meeting, bring your tools, or just watch.  Most

meetings run from 9AM to 4PM, and you'll need to bring a lunch if you stay all day, unless otherwise noted.

If you have any questions about meetings please contact the Regional Coordinators listed below:

Upcoming Events

Northeast Region: Bob Jacoby (904)260-9981    jacoby@southeast.net
Northwest Region: Dr. Ed Crane (904) 893-3212
Southeast Region: Mike Luck (305) 434-0798   colsmith@bellsouth.net
Southwest Region: David Reddy (813) 875-2098   dreddy@helios.acomp.usf.edu

OCTOBER, 1997
No regional meetings - See you in Barberville.

Oct 10 FABA Board of Trustees Meeting, Barberville.  6:30 P.M.
Oct 11-12 FABA Annual Statewide Conference, Pioneer Art Settlement, Barberville.  Lots of

demonstrations, classes, get-togethers, and various other fun and educational stuff.
Oct 11 FABA General Membership Meeting, Barberville.  12:45 at the Main Pavilion.
Oct 18 Goat Day Festival, Panhandle Pioneer Settlement, Blountstown.

Arts & crafts, blacksmithing, good eats, etc.  See article on Page 10.

NOVEMBER, 1997
NE Nov 1&2 Country Jamboree, Barberville.

NW Nov 7 Dr. Richard Baker’s shop, Quitman, GA

SE Nov 8 Carriage House Farms, Ft. Pierce.  Special date for the Treasure Coast Carriage
Event.

SW Nov 28 To be announced

DECEMBER, 1997
NE Dec 6 To be announced

NW Dec 13 Panhandle Pioneer Settlement, Blountstown.  Work Day.

SE Dec 20 Christmas Party at the Brandenburg’s.

SW Dec 27 To be announced
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Goat Day Festival

Statewide Conference

NOTICE --NOTICE -- NOTICE

We need articles for the auction and the Fall Conference.
Items large and small accepted.

Contact:
Ann Reynolds
(561 793-2452

Shelf Brace by Bill Roberts

 Decorative disk on Barberville Gate -
Maker unknown
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Northeast Regional News
by Bob Jacoby, Northeast Regional Coordinator

The Northeast Region September meeting was held at the Pioneer Art Settlement in Barberville.  The
program highlight was a phenomenal metal casting demonstration put on by Pete Vecchio , Bill Roberts, and
Mike Osborne.  Pete Vecchio, in addition to being a successful restaurateur, has been a backyard
foundryman for a number of years.  Bill Roberts recently built Pete the ultimate foundry furnace - out of a
beer keg and a leaf blower!  And Mike Osborne - a real live, professional foundryman - owns Mike's
Sandcasting in Tampa.

The morning started off with a discussion on the basics of backyard foundry including a description
of the construction of the beer keg - turned foundry furnace.  Next cope and drag molds were made and
finally the furnace was fired off and some aluminum was poured.  (Mike Osborne says outboard motors
make the best raw material - so keep yours locked up next time Mike, Bill, or Pete are around!)  The furnace
sounds like a jet engine under operation and ran flawlessly.  A variety of items were poured including a
small anvil for the FABA Annual Statewide Conference.  Later, some more items were poured in brass.

After a break for lunch, there was a discussion on the design and construction of pneumatic power
hammers using Ron Kinyon's "Simple Air Hammer" plans.  Also, there was a video running throughout the
day featuring the Public Television series, "The Forge & Anvil".  Finally, we had a sign-up sheet for people
interested in building the "Blacksmith's Helper #2" as featured in the "Blacksmith's Journal".  We're trying
to get enough people together who are interested in building the "Blacksmith's Helper #2" to have some of
the parts professionally cut.  There will be a sign-up sheet and description of the "Blacksmith's Helper #2"
at the October FABA Annual Statewide Conference in Barberville.

Speaker of October - there won't be a Northeast Region meeting on the first Saturday of the month -
see you at the conference on the 11th and 12th.

Southeast Regional News
by Mike Luck, Southeast Regional Coordinator
    
  The Southeast Region’s August meeting was held at the
YesterYear Village at the fairgrounds in Tampa.  There
were some new faces among the FABA regulars, as well as
members of the YesterYear Village crew.  Some of the
FABA members were away or working, but we joined with
the village members to make a pretty good meeting. Gerry
Jamison did some smithing, Sarah McMurray did some of
her work making horse shoes.  Bill Burridge and  Pete
Yockey put on a nice lunch for all of us.  We went back to
the shop and did some smithing after lunch, and had a
group photo taken. Later in the afternoon it started to rain,
so the meeting started to break up.

Tip:  Hot iron that is dropped should be allowed to continue falling.
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Northwest Regional News
by Clyde Payton

The Northwest Region held its regular meeting at the shop of Dr. Ed
and Nancy Crane in Tallahassee on Saturday, August 9th, 1997.  Twenty-
nine members showed up for the occasion.  Our demonstrator was Jeff
Mohr.  Jeff made a very unique free-standing candle holder and a dragon
head as demonstration projects.  Jeff not only is an excellent blacksmith but
he is also an excellent "interpreter" - giving full and clear explanations all
during his demos.  He is a full-time professional blacksmith and one thing
which we all appreciated was his talk on the MARKETING AND
BUSINESS aspects of blacksmithing.

Jeff and Brooke and their two daughters have just recently relocated
to Florida from Georgia and he has now officially opened up his relocated shop for business.  Brooke
lost no time from employment either; she now works for the Wakulla County School System as a
teacher.  A special WELCOME TO FLORIDA was given them from FABA members - a
"FLORIDA" cake and a poem written especially for the occasion:

Welcome to our Land - 
Our land of many hills,

and many waters.
Welcome to our Village -
For our village is now your village.
Welcome to our Hogan -
For our hogan is now your hogan.
Welcome to our Land,
Because you are now

 OUR BROTHER.

After an excellent lunch prepared by Nancy Crane we headed back to the forge.  In the
afternoon we made hardware for the Panhandle
Pioneer Settlement Blacksmith Shop.  Busy making
lock hasps were Bill Robertson and Patty Draper -
Patty, who is an excellent blacksmith, was striking
for Bill.  Mike Murphy, John Butler, and Jerry Grice
also turned to like champs.

Our thanks and appreciation to Dr. Crane and Nancy
for their wonderful hospitality!
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WhatIzzIt?

This tool, although made by a blacksmith, was most likely used by a cooper.
This particular one is owned by Clyde Payton.  It is about 12 inches long, with a
wooden handle at the top, a steel spiral at the bottom, and a steel scraping blade set
into the tapered body.  The body is also made of steel, but does not appear to be tool
steel.  The spiral at the bottom appears to be some sort of drill bit.  If I get a winning
answer before the 10th of October, I will present the prize at the Barberville
Statewide Conference.  This one should be easy.

Clyde Payton correctly identified last month’s Whatizzit as a buttress, used
by farriers for trimming horses’ hooves.  Clyde has already collected his prize (a six-
pack of Possum Forge Dark Beer), and is now disqualified for a period of six
months.  I’m not letting anybody win more than once every six months.  Especially
Clyde; he’s got more old tools than you can shake a stick at.

Still no answer on Skeeter’s Whatizzit from the August issue.  That one and Vi Payton’s from
January seem to have everyone stumped.  I’m throwing those two open to anyone who sees this, not just
FABA members.  Dig out your back issues and take a guess; we’d really like to know what they are.

The Soap Box
by Murf Murphy, Editor

We all got our ballots in the mail within the last week or so, and I have put a copy
of the ballot in this issue of the Clinker Breaker.  I’d like everyone of us to stop and think
for a minute before you mark you ballot and mail it in -- if you do.  Those last three words
are very significant because, unfortunately, many people don’t bother to vote.  The
candidates for the three major offices of this organization are running unopposed, so why
bother to vote? It won’t make any difference.  It does make a difference, but you have to
take part in the whole process.

The voting process does not begin and end with marking a ballot.  It starts way back
in March and April, when we have a chance to put forward nominees for these offices.  It starts with finding
out which person will, in your opinion, be most qualified for the position, and will work hard to accomplish
his purposes.  It continues with working to make sure this candidate gets nominated, and that people know
who he/she is.  Even if you don’t have a specific candidate you want to nominate, you still have to find out
about the candidates and what their positions are.  It’s not just flip a coin to decide; you have to work at it.
Then come election time, you actually have to mark the ballot and spend 32 cents to mail it in.

This may sound like a lot work to go through for something like our FABA elections.  But if you
don’t do it here, are you going to do it in you city, county, or state elections?  How about the national
elections.  I’m trying, in my heavy-handed way, to show that there is a very strong parallel in all elections,
no matter the level.  If you’re going to do a responsible job as a member of FABA, or as a citizen of your
country, you have to put forth a bit of effort.  Your vote and your efforts do count.  And remember this: If
you don’t take part in the process, you have no right to gripe if you don’t like the results.

I have shown some decorative disks from the Barberville gate without proper attribution -- one on Page 3
and three more on Page 11.  Please let me know if one of these is yours, so I can give you proper credit.
Even if yours isn’t in this issue, it will probably show up in future, so send me a description or a picture of
your disk, so I can get the credits right.
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Demonstration Do’s & Don’t’s
Tips on demonstrating for the Public
by David Fink, Lumpkin, GA

1. Do Not go unprepared.  Plan before going what you will make.  Cut stock to correct sizes - layout
and take which tools you will need.  Take extra stock.

2. Do clear site.  A grass or brush fire is no fun and you appear incompetent.
3. Do install rope or other barrier to keep curious hands, especially children, away from the forge. 

Many parents become fascinated with what you do and do not watch their children.
4. Do make those things that can be completed in less than 20-25 minutes.  People are impatient

and become edgy on a long project.  For school children keep it about 5 minutes.
5. Do Stop and answer short simple questions.  Questions that require a discussion should be

politely put on hold until the project is finished.
6. Do Not give wrong information - it reflects not only on you, but on all of us.  A genuine "I don't

know", or "I have no information on that" is not a put down!
7. Do approach the demonstration with a "Can Do" and upbeat attitude.
8. Do Not lose it - you will run into some real pains in the rear end - and some people looking for

an argument.  Explain your position and if it doesn't work, remove the apron and tell them that
nature calls; then go kick a tree if necessary.

This is a copy of the ballot for the Board of Trustees election.  If you didn’t get yours in the mail, mark
this one, clip it out, and send it to:

Connie Knapp, FABA Secretary, 273 Lake Griffin Circle, Casselberry, FL  32707
Your vote counts.

-----------------------------------------------E-------------------------------------------

1997 BALLOT                                                       1997 BALLOT

Trustees (Pick 3)
G  Bill Burridge

President
G  Clyde Payton G  John Butler

G  Jerry Grice

Vice President
G  Bill Roberts G  Gilbert Knapp

G  Ray Reynolds

Program Chairman
G  Ray Roberts G  Pete Yockey
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The President’s Corner
Continued from Page 1

The Program Chairman is also a Trustee.  However, once he is given his budget, he functions semi-autonomously
in setting up the fall conference.  Next, the Regional Program Coordinators are general members who take
responsibility for scheduling regional meetings, and getting the news from their region in to the Clinker Breaker. 

We are currently running between 250 and 300 members and over the years at least 35-40 have at one time
or another been Trustees, 25-30 as Regional Program Coordinators, and I would guess that another 100 or so have
been identified as providing significant leadership services.

So it would appear to me that FABA has a membership of true “movers and shakers” in the organization, in
the profession and in the community and this “thing of ours” is in powerful position to move forward into the new
century.

Thank You From Willard

As you all know, Willard Smith had heart surgery recently.  He and his wife Linda would like to extend their
thanks for all the cards, letters, and phone calls wishing him a swift and complete recovery.  You’ll be happy to know
those wishes came true; Willard will be teaching his usual beginner classes at Barberville this month.

Editorial Correction

I owe an apology to David Fink.  In his article last month on building a
tuyere, my renditions of his drawings were somewhat out of proportion.  The
drawing showed about two inches of horizontal travel in the air pipe(left), when
it was actually less than an inch(right).  This difference would significantly affect
the air flow and the ash dumping.  Sorry, Dave.

GOAT DAY
by Clyde Payton

Goat Day is a North Florida Folk Festival which takes place on the 3rd Saturday of October.  This year it is
October 18th.  This festival is held annually at the Sam Atkins Park in Blountstown, Florida.  This Festival was
originated several years ago by former (and the first) President of FABA, Willard Smith.  The Festival features all
kinds of folk arts and crafts and displays of various agricultural "industries." And Plenty of Southern Foods!

The PANHANDLE PIONEER SETTLEMENT is a part of this county park (also founded by Willard and
Linda Smith).  In the Settlement is the BLACKSMITH SHOP which was built by the FLORIDA ARTIST
BLACKSMITH ASSOCIATION.  FABA wishes to be well represented at this Festival so FABA members please
come join in and help out.

Please bring your portable forge and tools and help demonstrate to the public and make "trinkets" for sale
at the SALES TABLE.  Proceeds from these sales will go into a special checking account which Linda Smith has set
up for the Blacksmith Shop.  The money is only spent for supplying and furnishing this shop.  Also you may donate
home canned goods jams, jellies, pickles), books, arts, crafts, needlework, cookies, etc. for sale from this table.
Anything to make a $ from.

There will be lots of activities for the children so please bring them - age limits on children are from 1 year
to 90 years.

Come join in and have lots of fun!  Look on Page 3 for map.
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ABANA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Artist Blacksmith Association of North America, Inc.
Name__________________________________

Address________________________________

_______________________________________
 City                                   State             Zip
Phone__________________________________
The undersigned applies for membership in the Artist
Blacksmith Association of North America and
encloses ______ as annual membership dues for one
year.  Checks must be in U.S. funds.  Membership
includes a subscription to the Anvil’s Ring and The
Hammer’s Blow.

Credit Card No.___________________________
VisaG MasterCardG
Expiration Date__________________
G Full time Student(1 yr only) $30/yr
G Regular membership $35/yr
G Senior Citizen (age 65+) $30/yr
G Overseas Airmail $70/yr
G Contributory Membership $100/yr
G Public Library Subscription $25/yr
Call (314) 390-2133 to charge your membership to
VISA or MasterCard, or make out a check to
ABANA and send to :

ABANA
P.O. Box 206
Washington, MO 63090

FABA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Florida Artist Blacksmith Association, Inc.

Chapter of ABANA, Inc.
Date __________   NewG       Renewal G

Name_________________________________
Address_______________________________
_____________________________________
   City                         State            Zip
Phone:Home_____________Work:_________
E-Mail______________________________
Spouse’s Name:________________________

Are you interested in procuring:
GAnvil GCoal GHand Tools
GPost Vise GBlower GForge
Other_________________________________

Send this application and a membership fee of $20.00
to

Anne Reynolds, FABA Treasurer
11064 Sunset Boulevard
West Palm Beach, FL  33411

Make check out to FABA.  The FABA membership
year begins May 1.  New memberships received after
December 31 also cover the following year. 
Membership is for a family.  You don’t have to be an
ABANA member to join FABA, but many FABA
members are, and we encourage membership in both

CLASSIFIED

WANTED: Blacksmith to demonstrate at Nicholson Farm House Restaurant in Havana, FL.  Must have portable
setup.  Call Willard Rudd, 850-442-4427

WANTED:  Letters, photos, how-to articles, stories, brags, gossip, and other stuff to liven up the Clinker Breaker.
 Also pictures of regional meetings, handiwork,  Barberville, etc.   Call or write THE EDITOR.

WANTED: Decorative disks for the Barberville Gate.  3 1/2 inches wide 1/4" steel plate.  Use your imagination to
decorate them.  Examples below.



The Florida Clinker Breaker
FLORIDA ARTIST BLACKSMITH ASSOCIATION
Michael “Murf” Murphy, Editor
8537 Moore Woods Road
Tallahassee, FL 32310
850-421-6622
blacksmith@sprintmail.com

Reprinted from The Hot Iron News

September, 1997

The Florida Artist Blacksmith Association(FABA) - Chapter of Artist Blacksmith Association of North

America, Inc., is a 501(c)(3) non-profit educational organization whose purposes are to teach, promote,

and preserve the art of blacksmithing.  Contributions are tax-deductible to the extent provided by law. 

FABA publishes the Florida Clinker Breaker monthly, and FABA membership includes a subscription. 

W e solicit correspondence and unpaid articles on any subjects related to FABA’s purposes.  ABANA

chapter newsletters may reprint non-copyrighted material if it is credited to the author and this

newsletter.  You need the publisher’s permission to reprint copyrighted material unless otherwise

noted.
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