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President's Corner -Of Schools and Scholarships

by Ray Roberts, President
    It is our good fortune that there are so many excellent schools

and programs for the teaching of blacksmithing arts.  In this

article I would like to feature two schools that our members

often attend.

    In Basstown, North Carolina, is the renowned John C.

Campbell School for blacksmithing and other arts and crafts.

Elmer Rousch is the resident smith, and classes are held

year-round featuring other well-known and even famous smiths.

Among these greats are Peter Ross, Elizabeth Brig, George

Dixon, James Batson, Elmer himself, and many others.  Mary

Brandenburg is teaching another craft in the school as I write

this article.

    FABA is given one scholarship for a member each year.

However, this is for a standby slot, and on more than one

occasion, the person with the scholarship was forced to make a

last-minute change of plans as the slot was filled with a

fee-paying student.  FABA member Charlie Stemman suggested

to me that FABA might negotiate a positive-space scholarship

with the school.

     About 180 years ago, as the story is told, James Bowie hired

James Black, of Washington, Arkansas, to make his famous

Bowie knife.  Today, the Texarkana College has the Bill Moran

School of Bladesmithing in Washington.  The American

Bladesmith Society (ABS) jointly sponsors the school, and

Master Smith Jerry Fisk represents the ABS in school matters.

Last year FABA raised $325 for a scholarship to the

bladesmiths school, and Richard Hunter won it.   It happens that

I was a student myself, a week after Richard was there.  I talked

with his teacher, Master Smith Bert Gaston.  Bert spoke highly

of Richard's work, and praised FABA for having such a

scholarship.

     My own class, on liner locks, interframes, and automatics,

was taught by Mel Pardue, a down home mechanical genius.

Assisting were Joe Harmon from Georgia, and automatic knife

specialist Van Elkins.

     And the thirteen students!  Joe Flournoy, Steve Dunn, and

Jerry Fisk are masters.  Phil Booth is a well-known Michigan

smith, and Vernon Pugh a Canadian machinist.  Among others,

Dr. LeRoy Price of Kissimmee and I tried to absorb as much of

Mel Pardue's wisdom as we could.  For me, the week was

exacting and demanding; especially so since I had met Mel at

the Batson Bladesmithing Symposium last April, and had a

sample of his high-caliber art and skill.  Mel, by the way, has

designed several knives for Benchmade Knives and is now a

member of their Board of Directors.  He also makes custom

knives in the $1500-2000 class.  I should also mention the

close support provided by Al Lawrence of  Riverside Machine

Shop in DeQueeny, AR.  He is a good source of almost

anything mechanical.

     Now, back to scholarships.  I think that the other members

of the FABA Board of Trustees and I need to hear from you.

Should we continue to fund scholarships to these schools (and

perhaps others) or not?  Charlie Stemman thinks so, and so do

I.  Tell us what you think.
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The calendar includes events of interest to the blacksmithing community.  Florida Artist Blacksmith

Association (FABA) sponsored events are highlighted in bold typeface.  The regions have no boundaries -

everyone is welcome everywhere.  Come to more than one if you can.  W e hold regular monthly meetings in

each region (except that we all try to get together at one Statewide Meeting each quarter) on the following

Saturdays of each month: NE-1st, NW -2nd, SE-3rd, SW -last.  The actual dates may vary from month to

month; check the schedule below.  Our meetings are informal gatherings around the forge.  Prospective

members are always welcome.  Come for all or any part of a meeting, bring your tools, or just watch.  Most

meetings run from 9AM to 4PM, and you'll need to bring a lunch if you stay all day, unless otherwise noted.

If you have any questions about meetings please contact the Regional Coordinators listed below:

Upcoming Events

Northeast Region: Bob Jacoby (904)260-9981    jacoby@southeast.net
Northwest Region: Dr. Ed Crane (904) 893-3212
Southeast Region: Mike Luck (305) 434-0798   colsmith@bellsouth.net
Southwest Region: David Reddy (813) 875-2098   dreddy@helios.acomp.usf.edu

AUGUST, 1997
NE Aug 2 Pioneer Art Settlement, Barberville.  Project is a treasure chest for the auction at

Barberville.  See NE Regional News.

NW Aug 9 Dr. Ed Crane’s shop, Tallahassee.  Jeff Mohr will demonstrate.

SE Aug 16 YesterYear Village, South Florida Fairgrounds, West Palm Beach. See SE Regional
News for details

SW Aug 30 No formal meeting.  See SW Regional News.

SEPTEMBER, 1997
NE Sep 6 Pioneer Art Settlement, Barberville.
NW Sep 13 Panhandle Pioneer Settlement, Blountstown.
SE Sep 20 Ray & Anne Reynolds’ House, Royal Palm Beach.
SW Sep 27 To be announced.

OCTOBER, 1997
NE Oct 4 To be announced.

NW No meeting - see you in Barberville.

SE No meeting - Barberville

SW Oct 25 To be announced.
Oct 11-12 FABA Annual Statewide Conference, Pioneer Art Settlement, Barberville.  Watch for

information in this and upcoming issues.
Oct 10 FABA Board of Trustees Meeting, Barberville.  6:30 P.M.
Oct 11 FABA General Membership Meeting, Barberville.  12:45 at the Main Pavilion.
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Southeast Region

Northeast Region Northwest Region

No meeting this
month.

Southwest
Region

From I-95, go west on
Southern Blvd(AKA SR80,
HWY98) about 12 miles to
South Florida Fairgrounds. 
Turn North on Sansbury
Way.  Turn left a Gate 3,
enter at Gate 4-A.  Watch
for signs.
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Northeast Regional News
by Bob Jacoby, Northeast Regional Coordinator

We are happy to report that the position of Northeast Regional Coordinator has been filled.  Bob
Jacoby, of Jacksonville has volunteered.   Thank you for your timely help, Bob.

Bob Jacoby has been a member of FABA since 1991, and reports that he has been a "recreational
metal butcher" on-and-off for over 25 years.  Bob's main areas of interest are tools and architectural
ironwork.  Since moving to Florida in 1990, he has arranged to have a 150# anvil cast, built a Sandia Forge
at a FABA workshop, and most recently completed the construction of a Kinyon Air Hammer.  Bob also
served as interim Clinker Breaker editor in 1993 before moving to Moscow, Russia for 1 year.  In Russia
he was invited to join the Russian Union of Blacksmiths and demonstrated at their Spring Festival in 1994.
On taking on the position of Northeast Regional Coordinator he comments, "The Northeast Region has a
very strong membership and is fortunate to be the home of many talented smiths.  I hope to publish program
previews in the Clinker Breaker to give people a sense of what we'll be doing at the meetings.  Please contact
me with any ideas or areas of particular interest."

Bob Jacoby (904) 260-9981 <jacoby@southeast.net>

The Northeast Region August Meeting will be held at the Pioneer Art Settlement in Barberville,
Florida.  The meeting will focus on the production of auction items for the for the FABA Annual
Conference.  Specifically, we'll design and begin construction on a set of authentic strap hinges, handles,
and a hasp for a barrel-topped treasure chest built in Ponderosa Pine.  The chest is approximately 10" wide
X 20" long X 14" high.  Please bring any pictures of treasure chests that you may have and your good ideas!
Also, please bring examples of other items that we can make for the auction in October.

Northwest Regional News
by Ed Crane, Northwest Regional Coordinator.

The Northwest Regional meeting was held at president Ray Roberts' shop in Monticello, Florida on
June 14,1997.  Ray's home and shop are in a beautiful setting in the middle of a pecan grove.  It was a very
warm sunny day and our demonstrator John Butler was late because he was attending a funeral.

While waiting we experimented with Ray's hydraulic press which can flatten a 1.25 inch ball bearing
to less than 0.5 inches thick in one heat.  Ray donated sections of a downed pecan tree to those interested
for anvil stumps.  Mel Wilber had a small crane in his truck, which came in real handy trying to load the
biggest stump into Murf’s Bronco.  President Ray furnished a great lunch & drinks.  After lunch John Butler
gave a basic and very informative knife making demonstration with plenty of practical tips.  I enjoyed
watching his skills with grinding and his technique of silver soldering the brass bolster to the blade.

There were 23 members & guests in attendance and enough knife making tips for everyone to learn
something.  For those who are not aware John Butler recently passed his tests & exams and now enjoys the
title of Journeyman Bladesmith.  Congratulations!!!!

Thanks John for a great demonstration and thanks to Ray for being a great host.
P.S. I am very excited to announce that Jeff Mohr of Farmington, Georgia is soon moving to

Crawfordville, Florida and will be a member of FABA.  In addition, he will be demonstrating at my shop
on Saturday August 9th.  Jeff has a reputation as a very highly skilled blacksmith and we are very fortunate
to have him join us.  If you haven't seen Jeff demonstrate, don't miss this meeting.
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Southeast Regional News
by Mike Luck, Southeast Regional Coordinator

The monthly meeting for the Southeast was held on June 21 at Dave Burns’ shop in Boynton
Beach.  After the general meeting, everyone had something to contribute.  Sarah McMurray
demonstrated a lap weld using a gas forge, and Dave Burns showed some knives he had blued.  Rick
Furrer also talked a bit on knife making.  A new smith, Dave Larson, was doing his best to take in
everything he heard.  Other members present included Mike McCoy, Ray & Ann Reynolds, and Dick
Loughlin.  Thanks to some generous members volunteering, we now have meetings scheduled up
through next March.  And let’s not forget the real nice lunch served up for us by Dave’s wife, Lydia.

The August meeting will be held at the Yesteryear Village, at the South Florida Fairgrounds
in West Palm Beach.  Bill Burridge, a FABA member and resident blacksmith at the Village, says
he will provide some drinks.  Bring a lunch or hit one of the restaurants nearby.

Yesteryear Village is a collection of buildings ranging from 1860 to the 1940's, with
reenactors to interpret various time periods.  The blacksmith shop is fairly small, but Bill says plans
are in the works to enlarge it.

Southwest Regional News
by David Reddy, Southwest Regional Coordinator

The Southwest Region met at the Pinellas Pioneer Settlement in Boyd Hill Park in St. Petersburg.
In attendance were Jerry Jones, lead blacksmith at the Settlement, Carl Austin and Tom Rolfe, both
active volunteers with the Settlement, Bud Grieshop and his brother Paul, this reporter and several
visitors.  We worked on individual projects and had a very nice time.

The Pinellas Pioneer Settlement is an all-volunteer effort.  A group of people saw a need and
an opportunity and made it a reality, bringing orphan buildings back to life and building what they
needed to have a first class demonstration site to give visitors a glimpse of early Pinellas life. Among
building they have built from scratch is the blacksmith shop, and its a beauty.  The building is about
15X20-25 feet with double doors on both ends and windows across one side, making it very
accessible to visitors and providing excellent ventilation.  The chimney on the brick forge draws very
well and the anvil and vise are nicely arranged for a one-man shop.

People at the Pinellas Pioneer Settlement and Boyd Hill Park made us feel very welcome.
Any time you feel the need to demonstrate at a first rate site, contact me and I'll be glad to help set
you up with them. 

In that spirit, and because I haven't had time to find a site, we will have no meeting in August,
but I will spend a day demonstrating at the Pinellas Pioneer Settlement or at the Crowley Museum
and Nature Center, and I urge all of the Southwest smiths to do the same.  Lets get out and show our
region what blacksmithing is all about.  Contact David Reddy for help in arrangements. There are
places out there that would love to have you.
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FABA News

Sick Bay

We have had two of our most prominent members in the hospital over the last month.

Tico Rubio, Past President and long-time member of FABA, had a stroke in June.  Your editor spoke
to him on July 15, and he said he was at home, doing well.  We all wish you a speedy and complete recovery,
Tico.

Willard Smith, one of the founders of FABA, was in the hospital for a heart valve replacement.  He
was back home after three days, and plans to teach his usual beginner blacksmith class at the Statewide
Conference this October.  Our resident doctor, Dr. E.C. (Skeeter) Prather, said Willard is recovering
excellently.  Let’s hope for fast healing; he still hasn’t had a chance to use the Hawkins hammer he was
awarded along with his recent honorary Ph.D. in Metal Arts.

 Elections
FABA elections are coming up on September 1, and nominations are due in by August 13.  Get your
nominations in.  Remember, if you don’t get involved in the electoral process, you don’t have any right to
gripe if you don’t like the results.
“If you are a part of a society which votes, then do so.”   - Lazarus Long

---------------------------------------------------------E------------------------------------------------------------------
Nominations for Board of Trustees

There are a number of positions that will be open as of January 1998. 
They are listed below.  Please send any nominations you may have for
these positions to Connie Knapp, FABA Secretary, 273 Lake Griffin
Circle, Casselberry, FL 32707.  Or email to faba@artisticiron.com.  All
nominations must be received by August 13, 1997.

________________________
for President

________________________
for Vice President

________________________
for Program Chairman 

________________________
for Trustee

________________________
for Trustee

________________________
for Trustee
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Conference News
by Numerous Contributors

We’re gearing up for the October Statewide Conference in Barberville again.  The dates are Saturday
and Sunday, October 11 - 12.  Gil Knapp, out Program Chairman, is really doing an outstanding job so far,
but he needs help.  He is looking for volunteers to help with a number of activities:

! Children’s program - people to help watch the kids, run teaching and craft programs to keep
them from getting bored and restless.

! Demonstrators’ Assistants - generally give the demonstrators a hand setting up, acting as
helper/striker. etc.

! Registration - take names, register new members, answer questions from the public.
! Auction Accounting - help keep track of the donations coming in, and the money received

at the auction.
! Ticket Sales - Buck-in-the-bucket tickets, raffle tickets, etc.
! Classes - beginning and intermediate blacksmithing, quilting, broom making, any other crafts

that might be appropriate.
! General Gophers - may not sound too elegant, but messengers, assistants, and general helpers

are vital to the whole thing.
! Get in contact with Gil Knapp at 407-767-8768, or faba@artisticiron.com.

We also need items for the auction.  This is one of the big money items that helps keep FABA in the
black financially.  All kinds of items are accepted: Toys, tools, indoor and outdoor items decorative or useful
(or both).  Big things like chests, gates, trellises or arbors.  Little stuff like wall hooks, tongs, trivets, candle
holders or letter openers.  Good knives sell well.  Use your imagination and a bit of work and sweat.

Whatizzit?
This one was submitted by Skeeter Prather.  He doesn’t know what it is, and

neither do I.   It’s about 29 inches tall, with three prongs on the bottom.  These
prongs are pointed, and, from the corrosion evident on them, were probably driven
into the ground and stayed there for quite some time.  The top is forged out into two
tines, which are curved up to cross at the top.  It is probably some kind of a support,
but what it is designed to support is anybody’s guess.  I hope it’s a good guess; we’d
really like to know what this thing is.

Carl VanArnam wins the prize for the June Whatizzit.  He correctly
identified it as a shear for cutting angles on framing materials.  I’ll deliver his prize
personally at Barberville.

There were a couple of guesses on last month’s Whatizzit, but I can’t declare
a winner yet; I don’t know what it is myself.  

Tip: Leather gloves continue to burn the contents once the hot object is dropped.
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The Soap Box
by Murf Murphy, Editor

I’ve been pounding on the Clinker Breaker for several hours, fueled by a few bottles of Red
Possum home brew, and I was struck with an idea (this is not usually as painful as being struck by a
hammer, but with my hard Irish head, it takes a bit of force to get an idea in there).  Because of this
unusual occurrence, I have an actual theme for the Soap Box this month..

I have made some remarks in the past about volunteers, and how people who do it are maybe not
swinging a full-weight hammer.  I was in the Army for a long time, and we used to have a saying:  There
are three kinds of fools; in ascending order, there are plain fools, damn fools, and volunteers.  This may
have some validity in a combat zone, where volunteering for the wrong mission can get your head blown
off, but it seems that just the opposite holds true with us in FABA.  Without a lot of volunteer time, this
entire organization would be dead in the water.

From Ray Roberts, the President, down to every member who hosts a meeting at his house, or
provides food and drink for a meeting, FABA is powered by volunteers.  Gil Knapp, our Program
Chairman, puts in long, hard hours of work getting the Statewide Conference organized, trying to make
sure there is food available,  lining up demonstrators, getting volunteers to help during the Conference,
organizing emergency services, Porta-Potties, and about a zillion other details.  Each Regional
Coordinator not only has to set up the monthly meetings (which require that a member volunteer to host
the meeting), but has to do it enough ahead of time to get it into the Clinker Breaker so the schedule can
be available to all members.  Then he submits a report to the editor of the newsletter, so it can be
published (and I do get on them about meeting their deadlines).  The Treasurer, Ann Reynolds, and
Secretary, Connie Knapp, also work hard keeping track of the money and members for FABA.  None of
these people get paid for their considerable efforts, but they still work hard to keep the organization
functioning.  Without them, FABA would not exist.

So the next time your Regional Coordinator asks for some help, or you see a call for volunteers
to help with a FABA project, think about this:  As members of FABA, each one of us receives the
benefits of a lot of work by a lot of people.  How much of that work came from you?

A Wax for All Seasons
 by Doug Merkel
Reprint from the Appalachian Area Chapter Vol 18, No 12

A significant portion of my work deals with the repairs and reproduction of antique ironwork.  Most of
my customers want a natural finish that looks old, protects the metal and which can be touched up if
needed without lots of work or fancy chemicals.  To meet their needs I have modified a few formulas
that have been around for sometime into one that works for me and my customers.  It wears well inside
and does quite well outside if applied correctly.  I have a piece of ironwork with this finish that has been
out in the elements for over a year without rusting.

1  cup Johnson's Paste Wax 1 cup Boiled Linseed Oil 1 cup Turpentine
1/2 cup shaved pieces of beeswax 2 Tbl.  Japan Dryer

The first three ingredients can be obtained at most any hardware store.  The Japan Dryer is used by
artists to speed the drying time for their oil paints so is available at many art supply stores.  The beeswax
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can be obtained from a local bee keeper.

Mixing the ingredients
Put all the ingredients into a glass quart canning jar, put the lid on with the retaining ring very loose.  A
metal can may be used, but it needs a tightly fitting cover.  Either set up a double boiler or set next to
your forge to get the mixture to melt.  Do not put directly on the heat source and watch out for open
flames.  Once the ingredients are melted, tighten the lid ring and shake like crazy until all the wax is
dissolved and is a homogeneous mix.  As it cools it will become a soft paste.  Keep the lid on when not
in use.

Metal Preparation
Remove all scale with a power wire brush or by hand.  If you want a dark finish, remove the scale at a
dull red and let the metal air cool until you can just handle it with your bare hands.  For a brighter finish,
use a power wire brush while the metal is cold, then apply enough heat until you can just hold it in your
hand.

Application
Apply the mixture with a brush, your fingers or with a small rag.  The heat will melt the mix and it will
run into every nook and cranny.  Let it cool and buff out with a rag.  If you let the excess mix stay on the
iron, it will eventually harden, but every place that has excess will show up as a bright spot.  A second
coat can be added to heighten the luster while the metal is cold.  Just remember to buff off the excess
with a cloth.

Minutes of the Board of Trustees Meeting
Held Saturday, 7/12/97 at the Pioneer Art Settlement in Barberville, FL

Those in attendance were:  President (Ray Roberts); Treasurer (Anne Reynolds); Secretary (Connie Knapp); Editor (Mike

Murphy); Program Chairman (Gilbert Knapp); Trustee (Carl Austin); Trustee (Clyde Payton); Trustee (Skeeter Prather).

Those not in attendance were:  Vice President (Pete Brandenburg); Trustee (Bill Roberts); Past President (Tico Rubio)

Meeting was called to order.

Agenda was distributed.

Minutes from previous meeting were distributed.

Officer Reports:

President 1  weekend of October is the Louisiana Conference.  He has a free entrance ticket if anyone is interested. st

Contact him.  The first individual contacting Ray will get the ticket.  Reclarified when nominations and a

vote on new Board members are to take place.  The vote should be done in September so new members can

be introduced at the October meeting.  They will take office in January.

Secretary Covered nominations to date for open positions of three trustees, president, vice president, cretaryand

program chairman.  They are:   for President (Pete Brandenburg & Clyde Payton if Pete does not accept

nomination.  Vice President (Clyde Payton).  Trustees (John Butler, Ray Reynolds, Bill Roberts, Skeeter

Prather (who did not accept nomination)).  No nominees for Program Chairman have been received.   A

form will be designed to be placed in newsletter.  Nominations will be ready for vote by September 1 . st

Discussion on membership drop off.  Should we change the dates of the membership year?  After discussion

it was decided that nothing will happen to membership dates.  Clyde brought up from a previous discussion
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that we always have attrition.  That all of us need to become recruiters, having applications available when

attending functions.  Clyde will call the members dropped in 1996.  Anne will send post cards to those

individuals who expired in 1997. 

The membership directory is ready to print.  A motion was made to wait a month to print to give individuals

a chance to renew memberships.  Seconded.  Passed unanimously.

Treasurer Distributed Quarterly statement.  Review of statement.  Motion was made to accept Quarterly statement. 

Seconded.  Approved.  Statement was accepted.  Will try to find figures on raffle from last year to report on

at October meeting.

Conference

Chairman 1.  Raffle (Special interest item) did not come to fruition.  There will be no raffle this year.  

2.  Discussion of purchase of a new pavilion 20X30.  Moved that $350 be set aside for the purchase of a

new 20X30 pavilion with a reflective silver tarp top.  Seconded. Approved.  Purchase procedure – Ray will

take care of the purchase.  

3.  Tim Ryan will do the auction.

4.  Discussion regarding anvil shoot.  ABANA is trying to ban.  Those who want to keep this as a tradition

should send letters to ABANA.  We will contact ABANA for their reasoning.

5.  Discussion of children activity supplies and the need for a volunteer to help.  Motion to budget

additional funds for family program if needed for supplies. Seconded.  Approved.

6.  Covered Demonstrators and Instructors.  It was clarified that we will provide accommodations Friday

and Saturday nights only.

7.  Covered areas where volunteers are still needed. 

 a.  Help with administration.

 b.  Buck in Bucket – Anne has tickets, Clyde will organize.

 c.  Check in Auction Items – Vi & Norma will  do again this year.

 d.  Auction Accounting – Anne

 e.  Advertising – Connie will layout brochure, Anne will check on mailing, Mike will send copy

for labels.

 f.  Ray said that FABA has two marking boards.

 g.  Safety Glasses – Moved to purchase 3 doz. And 1 box of ear plugs to make available for sale

to those who may need them.  Seconded.  Approved.

 h.  T-Shirts – Anne is handling, she has hats and pins.

 i.  More portable stations are needed because we have increased the number of classes.  Gilbert

has one, Mike has one.   Will need approximately 10 or 12.

 j.  Food Service – FABA does not want the financial responsibility.  Moved to empower Gilbert to

find food provider that FABA does not have to be involved with by providing a guarantee. 

Seconded.  Approved

Editor Mike discussed that he has been trying to keep the newsletter to 12 pages.  Determined to Bulk mail the Membership

Directory.  Clyde recommended that the Board meeting dates be published and that the Minutes and Balance Sheet

should also go into the newsletter.  This was agreed.  Printing and mailing of the newsletter is within budget. 

Other

Business: Bob Jacoby has volunteered to be the NE Program Coordinator.  It was moved to accept Bob Jacoby as NE

Program Coordinator.  Seconded.  Approved. 

Next Board meeting will be Friday, October 10, 1997 at 6:30 p.m. at the Pioneer Art Settlement in Barberville. 

A General Membership Meeting will be held at 12:45 p.m. on Saturday, October 11, 1997. 

A motion was made to adjourn the meeting.  Seconded. Approved.  Meeting adjourned.

A walk through was then set upon to cover the layout of the Conference.
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ABANA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Artist Blacksmith Association of North America, Inc.
Name__________________________________

Address________________________________

_______________________________________
 City                                   State             Zip
Phone__________________________________
The undersigned applies for membership in the Artist
Blacksmith Association of North America and
encloses ______ as annual membership dues for one
year.  Checks must be in U.S. funds.  Membership
includes a subscription to the Anvil’s Ring and The
Hammer’s Blow.

Credit Card No.___________________________
VisaG MasterCardG
Expiration Date__________________
G Full time Student(1 yr only) $30/yr
G Regular membership $35/yr
G Senior Citizen (age 65+) $30/yr
G Overseas Airmail $70/yr
G Contributory Membership $100/yr
G Public Library Subscription $25/yr
Call (314) 390-2133 to charge your membership to
VISA or MasterCard, or make out a check to
ABANA and send to :

ABANA
P.O. Box 206
Washington, MO 63090

FABA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Florida Artist Blacksmith Association, Inc.

Chapter of ABANA, Inc.
Date __________   NewG       Renewal G

Name_________________________________
Address_______________________________
_____________________________________
   City                         State            Zip
Phone:Home_____________Work:_________
E-Mail______________________________
Spouse’s Name:________________________

Are you interested in procuring:
GAnvil GCoal GHand Tools
GPost Vise GBlower GForge
Other_________________________________

Send this application and a membership fee of $20.00
to

Anne Reynolds, FABA Treasurer
11064 Sunset Boulevard
West Palm Beach, FL  33411

Make check out to FABA.  The FABA membership
year begins May 1.  New memberships received after
December 31 also cover the following year. 
Membership is for a family.  You don’t have to be an
ABANA member to join FABA, but many FABA
members are, and we encourage membership in both

CLASSIFIED

WANTED: Blacksmith to demonstrate at Nicholson Farm House Restaurant in Havana, FL.  Must have portable
setup.  Call Willard Rudd, 850-442-4427

VIDEO TAPES FOR SALE
Elmer Roush has a new series of six video tapes, now available from Rocky Comfort Productions, Debbie Parramore,
Proprietor.  This series has demonstrations of practical  ironwork in the American Colonial style, including hinges,
hasps,  nails, and kitchenware, as well as decorative items such as wizards, dragons, snails and other creatures.  The
set goes for $130.00, shipping and handling included.
Tapes can also be bought individually.  For ordering information, and a list of other tapes, call Debbie at 800-944-
2919, or write to Rocky Comfort Productions, Route 3, Box 3678, Quincy FL 32351.  E-mail:
rockcomfortprod@msn.com
.
WANTED: Foot Vise.  Pls. Call Robert Vanderlick at (813) 787-4277

WANTED:  Letters, photos, how-to articles, stories, brags, gossip, and other stuff to liven up the Clinker Breaker.
 Also stuff on the Madison Conference.   Call or write THE EDITOR.



The Florida Artist Blacksmith Association(FABA) - Chapter of Artist Blacksmith Association of North

America, Inc., is a 501(c)(3) non-profit educational organization whose purposes are to teach, promote,

and preserve the art of blacksmithing.  Contributions are tax-deductible to the extent provided by law. 

FABA publishes the Florida Clinker Breaker monthly, and FABA membership includes a subscription. 

W e solicit correspondence and unpaid articles on any subjects related to FABA’s purposes.  ABANA

chapter newsletters may reprint non-copyrighted material if it is credited to the author and this

newsletter.  You need the publisher’s permission to reprint copyrighted material unless otherwise

noted.

The Florida Clinker Breaker
FLORIDA ARTIST BLACKSMITH ASSOCIATION
Michael “Murf” Murphy, Editor
8537 Moore Woods Road
Tallahassee, FL 32310
850-421-6622
blacksmith@sprintmail.com

August, 1997

Detail of Coat of Arms

Iron Gate at Buckingham Palace, London

Thanks to Claire & Gwen Capraun for the photos.
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