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TO FABA MEMBERS: 
Wc. the ~ncnibcrs of the Aud~t Cornm~ttcc. 
ha\e cnch c ~ a m ~ n c d  the financ~al rccords of 
FABA for the !car Januan 1 - Decenlber 
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Wc are 111 agrcelncnt that these rccords ha\e 
been accuratelj mamta~ned bl the 
Sccrctan/Treasurcr. Path Draper. and the 
records arc maintamed accord~ng to 
standard accounting pnnc~plcs The bank 
account IS rcconc~led each month, and the 
end~ng cash balance reported on Dccc~nbcr 
11, 1995 IS correct according to the aud~ted 
rccords 

Audit Committee: 
Vi Payton 
Linda Smith 
Charlton Prather 

MAY 1996 
BLACKSMITHING CLASS 

BEGINNER to INTERMEDIATE 

The April 19-2 1. 1996 blacksmithing class has filled. 
A second beginner to intcr~nediate blacksmithing 
class is no\\. being offcred May 3-5. 1996 by Lewis 
Rigglelnan of Ranis Head Forge in San Antonio, 
Floridi. Tuition is $150.00 \vliich includes 
instruction, metal, coal, use of tools, continental 
breakfast Kr. luncli. A deposit of $75 is required and 
is nonrefundable if the slot is not filled should you 
cancel. Class sclicdule all tlircc daj.s is 9AM - JPM 
with an hour for lunch. The shop may be used after 
IPM if desired. Space is available for tents or small 
RV's. Those interested should call or ~vrite: 

Letvis Rlgglcnian 
Rams Head Forge 

PO Box 247 
San Anton~o. Florida 33576 

904-52 1-35 15 



Upcoming Events 

The calendar includes events of interest to the blacksmithing community. Florida Artist Blacksmith Association (FABA) 
sponsored events are highlighted in bold typeface. The regions have no boundaries - everyone is welcome everywhere. Come to 

more than one if you can. We hold regular monthly meetings in each region (except that we all try to get together at one 
Statewide Meeting each quarter) on the following Saturdays of each month: NE-lst, NW-2nd, SE-3rd, SW-last. The actual dates 
may vary from month to month; check the schedule below. Our meetings are informal gatherings around the forge. Prospective 
members are always welcome. Come for all or any part of a meeting, bring your tools, or just watch. Most meetings run from 

9AM to 4PM, and you'll need to bring a lunch if you stay all day, unless otherwise noted. If you have any questions about 

meetings please contact the Regional Coordinators listed below: 

Northeast Region: Mike Schmidt (407) 855-3347 
Northwest Region: Clyde Payton (904) 997-3627 
Southeast Region: Ray Reynolds (407) 793-2452 
Southwest Region: Richard Boone (813) 377-8638 

APRIL 1996 

NE April 6 

April 12 

April 13-14 

NW April 13-14 

April 13 

April 19-21 

SE April 20 
SW April 27 

Maps-for April meetings are on page 3 

The regular scheduled meeting has been canceled due to thc April 13 & 14 Tool 
event at the Pioncer Art Settlement 
FABA Board of Trustees meeting. 7:00 PM at the homc of Dr. E. Charlton 
Prather. Tallahassee, Florida. Amendment to the bylaws. 
Pioneer Art Settlement "Annual Tool Swap and Antique Auction". For dctails 
see pagc 9 of this issue. 

FABA STATEWIDE MEETING. Clyde & Vi Payton's forge. Monticcllo, 
Florida. Guest demonstrator will bc Elmer Roush from Murphy, N.C. 
David Fink and Jeff Mohr will be demonstrating at thc Bealer Memorial Forge in 
Westville, Georgia. See page 8 for dctails. 
The Alabama Forge Council's fi,'i?'ighth Annzlal Hladesmithing Sjlmposium. 
Hatfield Lake in Athens, Alabama. 

1 
Ray and Anne Reynold's shop. Royal Palm Beach, Florida. Opcn forges. 

Crowely Museum & Nature Center. Sarasota, Florida. 

MAY 1996 
Mapas-for May meetings will he in the next i.v.sue 

NE May4 Steve and Kimmy Bloom's IronFIower Forge. Archer, Florida. 

NW May 11 There will be no regional mceting this month. 

SE May 18 Pete and Carolyn Yockey's forge. West Palm Beach, Florida. 

SW May 25 Crowely Museum & Nature Center. Sarasota, Florida. 

JUNE 1996 
NE June 1 Location to be announced. 

NW June 8 Panhandle Pioneer Settlement. Blountstown, Florida. Work day. 

SE June 15 Location to be announced. 

SW June 29 Crowely Museum & Nature Center. Sarasota, Florida. 

1 
June 26-29 1996 ABANA Conference. Alfred State College, Alfred, New York. 
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April Staternride Meethg 
Northwest Region 

DIRECTIONS TO THE STATEWIDE MEETING 

From 1-10 in Jcffcrson County to Payton's forge is 7.3 miles. Exit 1-10 on 
State Road 59 in Lloyd. Turn south and go 6.1 miles to US 27. Go 
straight across US 27 ( 3 lanes); go .3 miles. At the first road you come 
to, o l d  St. Augustinc Rd, turn left; go east .6 mile. Turn right onto the 
first dirt road you come to, Payton Rd. (look for the anvil sign). Go south 

Northeast Region 

To Piorson 

Pioneer Arl 
Settlement 

Deland 

Southwest Region 

.3 lnile to thc third mailbox on the right. If you get lost call 904-997- 
3627. 

Southeast Region 

1 I 

SE REGIOS 
Ray & Anne Reynolds 

11064 Sunset Blvd. 
Royd Palm Bc~ch ,  FZ. 33411 

(407) 793-2452 



PRESIDENT'S CORNER 
Ray Roberts, President 

Identity Crisis? 

ABANA and several state organizations 
of blacksmiths (including FABA) seem to be 
trylng to determine just who should be 
"blacksmiths". Who should be in separate 
organizations even though blacksmithing is an 
element, perhaps even a large part, of the craft. 

First of all, I thmk that each of us looks 
back to the time that the village smith stood 
under the "spreading chestnut tree" and made or 
repaired any and all items made of iron and steel. 
We say to ourselves, "Now that's a blacksmith." 

Unfortunately, the historic model seldom 
applies anymore. This essential centerpiece of 
village life and its economy started fading with 
the industrial revolution. Thomas Jefferson 
imported a nail-making machine and actively sold 
these machinemade products before 1800. This 
caused a serious loss of income for village smiths 
who had been supplying the handmade ones. As 
a result, the smith had to depend on horse- 
shoeing, repairs and custom ironwork. 

By the middle of the 19th century most 
iron and steel items commonly used in the 
household were factory made. By the turn of the 
century gas and electric welding hrther reduced 
the need for forged work. 

So, what happened to the smiths? 
Simple: As the times changed around them, 
smiths bought welders. Now, across thc country 
we find welding shops that fill much the same 
niche that blacksmiths had. Specialization has 
become necessary in order to compcte. 
Nowadays, we generally blacksmith as 
architectural smiths, farriers, ornamental arts 
smiths, bladesmiths, smiths to a specific industry 
and perhaps many others. 

The question arises as to how an 
organization such as FABA can serve all of the 
above. The answer is simple to put on paper but 
hard to implement. FABA should and does 
provide basic and intermediate skills 
enhancement through monthly, quarterly and 
annual meetings. The Clinker Breaker is another 
handy vehicle for sharing smithing tips and 

P R E S I D E N T  RAY ROBERTS 

practices. Next we need to provide information 
and programs designed specifically for the 
"spccial intcrcst" groups. And LVC do this also. 

When a special interest group in FABA becomes 
sizable, questions are asked to the effect that. this 
large group needs more such programs. The 
others reply that our efforts should be increased 
in the direction of "traditional" blacksmithing. 

Notable among the state organizations 
that face a growing population of knifemakers is 
the Alabama Forge Council. It has found a way 
to keep both groups happy where others have not. 
I think, maybe, that Dr. Jim Batson's strong hand 
makes it happen. 

What are we to do? First, everyone 
should be heard. Second, get involved in the 
regional monthly meetings. Third, run for officc. 
This year you will elect a Secretary/Treasurer, 
Program Chairman, Newsletter Ehtor, and half 
of the trustees. When we have a high level of 
involvement by members and a full slate of 
candidates for ofice, maybc wc can avoid some 
costly mistakes. 

Photo by Patty Draper 



The April Statewide Meeting 
By ('lyde Payton, Northwest Regzon Progmm C'oordinafor 

This is a FABA Statewidc meeting (as opposed to a Regional Meeting). Members and guests will be attending 
from all over Florida and from several other states. Because our demonstrator will be staying over on Sunday, 
this is the first April Statewide Meeting where we will actually meet for two days instead of one. These two 
days will be Saturday and Sunday, April 13 and 14, 1996. We will start both days at 9:00 am EST, lunch 
from 12 noon to 1:00 PM, demonstrations will end at approximately 4:00 PM. There will be no registration 
fees nor costs, etc. 

Our dei~~onstrator for both days will be Mr. Elmer Roush from Brasstown, North Carolina. Elmer will be 
demonstrating Colonial American period hardware and fixtures. 
Elmer has also offered to demonstrate special requests - so if you 
have a special request please let Clyde Payton know ahead of time 
what it is so that preparations can be made for it. (such as stock, jigs. 
tooling, striker, etc.) 

Mr. Roush has been blacksmithing for 24 years. Hc has studied 
under many master blacksmiths, both American and foreign. He has 
opcrated a full-time professional blacksmithing business for over 12 
years. He does commissions and wholesales to galleries around the 
country. Elmer has also taught blacksmithmg at several folk and 
craft schools and at colleges. He is presently the resident blacksmith at the John C. Campbell Folk School in 
Brasstown, NC and has been for the past two years. 

@ A Beginner Blacksmith Class will be taught Saturday by Mike Murphy. Mlke frequently demonstrates at the 
Tallahassee Museum of History & Natural Science blacksmith shop in Tallahassee. His class is open to all. 
He will teach how to make a pair of tongs and how to & the tools necessary for this. 

Th~s  meeting will bc at the home and shop of Vi and Clyde Payton, Route 3, Box 124-D, Payton Road, 
Monticello, FL 32344-94 15. Telephone 904-997-3627. (look to this issue for a map and directions) The 
Paytons live in rural Jefferson County on 14 acres of woods. If you wish, there is plenty of room for rustic 
camping and for self-contained RV parking. And there are a variety of motels in Tallahassee which is only 17 
miles away. Amplc parlung is available on the site. Lunch will be provided both days - bring a covered &sh, 
bread, or beverages. if you wish. 

What you should bring: 
Items you wish to selVswap for Tailgate Sales 
Items to donate to the "Buck-In-The-Bucket" drawing 
A friend who would be interested in learning blacksmithing (don't forget that this could be your son, 
daughter, grandchild, the kid next door, or your doctor, pastor, or your grandmother) 
Your personal eye and ear protection 
Your own folding chair if you have one 
A covered dish would be appreciated! 

Our two-day program will be &verse. Mr. Roush will be the principal demonstrator both days. We 
will have a special area for your tailgatc sales. ). If you want to purchase coal at the meeting you need to get 
your checks made out to FABA ($14.00/901bs) to Clyde Payton before April 8, 1996. There will be a "Buck- 
In-The-Bucket" drawing so please bring something to donate to this. Tickets will be on sale for $100 each. 
All proceeds go to the FABA general hnd  There will be a Show and Tell table so bring a piece of iron work, 
a jig, fixture, tool, book, etc. for this table (and don't forget to take it back home with you when you leave. A 
special auxiliary exhibitor will .be a local basket weaver whose specialty is "tool baskets." So, please bring 
some friends and prospective members and join us for these two days of fun and learning. 
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Northwest Region News 
Clyde Pa.vton, Northwesr Kegzon C'oordrnrrtor 

The northwest region held its Februaq meeting at the commercial "Heor (.'reek Mernl ('rqft" shop of Rick 
and Joyce Jay, located just north of Panama City in the comrnunit~~ called Youngstonn. Bo!.!!! this is sonlc 
shop!!! The first thing that the visitor sees is one FANTASTIC DISPLAY ROOM featuring saniplcs of 
Rick's work. 1 truly have never seen such as this ever before. What beautiful stuffl! 

Rick uscs d~ffcrent gauge sheet iron. aluminum, copper. and brass to makc "cut-out" art \\ark Hc uscs 
Incredible  magin nation and ingcnuih uhcn it comes to DESIGN 
Hand-hcld osyacetylcnc cutting torches. 
Electronically guidcd PLASMA ('LITTER. 
Hand-held plasnla cutter. 

With thcse t cx~ is  and talents Iic crwtcs such itcms as a 
~ v o l f s  head with such sinister and piurcing c!cs that i t  
makes !,ou want to "break and run" for dear lifc. Near thc 
wolf hangs a beautiful graceful angel \\.ith flo\\ing robcs, 
and majestic nings. Many of his cut out designs arc vcn 
comical. such as the cowboy roper bcing chased b! a stccr 
or the hunter uith his dog, being "matched from behind 
by the rabbit thcy are hunting. (These are vc? functional 

. 

wind vanes). And, of course, mailbox name signs and T H E  FABA LOGO PICTURED ABOVE.  P A R T  OF 

commercial signs are everywhere and each onc more THE GATE THE A R T  
SETTLEMENT AT  L A S T  YEAR'S A N N U A L  cleaver than the one before. Rick is a REAL ARTIST. 
CONFERENCE, IS AN EXAMPLE OF RICK,S 

swear that he is a real GENIUS! H e  used a special 

I But when you see hrn use a hand torch 5 . o ~  arc going to 

burning tip called a "gouge tip" to cut a spoon shaped BY THE W A Y  UP 

A N D  S E N D  I N  YOUR D I S K S  FOR T H E  GATE!  
scallop depression in a block of mild steel, into which one 
forges spoons. When he was finished ~vith this cut it needed very little touchup grinding to form a perfect die. 

Rick also made five or six anvlls from various ratlroad rails of barqlng gauges brought b! members He 
torched all these out by hand, inclu&ng the hard! holes When he finished. the! nccdcd vep little finish 
gnnding What q u a l ~ b  work--and fast tool On plasma cutting. R~ck sa!s that the creat~ng and making of the 
pattern IS the most time-consum~ng and elpensive clement in thc nholc process 

In Rick's shop don't expect to see a lot of ultra tcch stuff--or c\eu a lot of "stuff'--~t is actuall\ ~atlicr s~~ ia l l  
and siii~pl! furnished Tooling IS sparse and basic Rich rclics on talent and blachsm~tli ~ngcnult\ 111stcad of 
fanc! gadgety His speed helps a lot too And like an\ sillart Slacksm~th lie util~zes jigs and fi\turcs In h ~ s  
nork Onc fihlcli really caught 1>1\ c!c \\as a spccial 11g s \ \ a g ~  f o ~  ~i~,al\iiig cal~dlc cup hold~1-s Rich madc tl;is 
swage from a design created b! Jcrr! Grrcc It \sol ks \\ondcrfi~ll> Ma\ be Jcrn ol R~ck  \\ 111 do s I\ r~tc-up of 
thc design for the Clrnker Hrccrkel- on th~s  most usef~~l  tool 

The \\eather was cold as heck. but plcnt! of hot coffee and pastries sol~ed t h ~ s  problcm In a burg. thanks to 
the generosity of Joyce and h c k  But it \\as a beautiful da! There \\asn't a cloud in the s k ~  --there \\tic 110 

"clouds" from the people ~ h o  attended e~ther A l~ttle over 30 people came to enjo) this ven unusual 
blacksrmthmg program and they all enjoyed ~t immensely I \\.as especially pleased to see several members 
from other regions attending. 

See you all at the statewide two-day ineeting 011 April 13-14. This is going to be the best April statewide 
meeting ever! I Photo b y  Bill Roberts I 



nEWd FROfUl TtIE b,E, REGlOn 
a by Anne Reynold, 

IIECEMBER 

We held our annual Holiday pot luck dinner party at 
Pete and Mary Brandenburg's home. Everyone brought a 
side dish or dessert. Pete and M a n  provided a wonderful 
spiral cut ham. Ra!. Re~nolds cooked a garbage can htrkcy 
(see instructions in this issue) in the backyard. This was the 
entertainment portion of the evening. Skeptical blacksmiths 
stood around debating \vhcther or not this lvould really work. 
There were a few witnesses to the actual start time and 
could attest to the accuracy of the 1-112 hour cooking time. 
The turkey weighed 20 pounds and did indeed.  complete!^^ 
cook in 1-112 hours. The food was terrific. thc company was 
wonderful and eveqone had a great time. 

look to the follo\zing page for the "(;urhngc ('c~t? '/irr.kej;' recipe. 
RAY REYNOLDS MASTER 

GARBAGE CAN CHEF 

JANUARY QUARTERLY STATE-U7nE MEETING 

The quarterly state-wide meeting was held in the S.E. Region. This event was turned into a weekend 
of activities held in West Palm Bcach, Ft. Laudcrdale. and Royal Palm Bcach Roberta Elliott was the gucst 
demonstrator. Bert is from Cobden. Illinois. She has demonstrated at many ABANA Chapters and N-e were 
thrilled to have her at our quarterly state-wide meeting. The Brandenburgs graciously put her up in their home 
for the weekend. 

The busy weekend began on Friday evening with a slide show of Bert's work. Pete and Mary 
Brandenburg hosted this event at their house and provided plenty of drinks and dessert including a birthday 
cake for some unnamed person turning 40. In addition to Bert, Pete and Mary Brandenburg, those in 
attendance included Ray, Anne, and Allison Reynolds, Patty Draper, Bill Roberts, Greg Cuumba, Bo Davis, 
Sharon Blondet and Alexa Davis, Ray Roberts, Bill Burridge, Gerry Jamison, Randy Kirk, Jay, Kim and 
Brian Little, Ken Marr, Dave Clendining, and Reen Stanhouse. Bert's slides showed the impressiveness of her 
work and sparked enthusiasm for Saturday's demonstration and Sunday's forge welding class. 

Saturday's meeting was held at Bo Davis and Sharon Blondet's fabulous Newcastle Iron shop in Ft. 
Lauderdale. After a short delay in starting the day due to a forge meandering it's way from Royal Palm 
Beach, slowly, the day was packed full with Bert's constant and informative demonstration. There were about 
50 people in attendance during the course of the day, including several new and enthused potential 
blacksmiths. We had people from all comers of the state, from Tallahassee, Ocala, Leesburg. several 
members from Key West, and all points between. Bert made a beautiful clothes hook, a fireplacc poker and 
one of her signature pieces, a three cup candelabrum. All of these items were donated by Bert to FABA's 
Annual Auction in October. 

Since we had Bert captive here for Friday and Saturday, we decided to exhaust her thoroughly and 
have her teach a class on Sunday. So from noon to 4 p.m., Bert taught a forge welding class at the Reynolds' 
house for 11 people. Ray Reynolds, Pete Brandenburg, Ray Roberts, Bill Burridge, Noel Diaz, Gerry 
Jamison, Peter Folan, Jay Little, Greg Cuumba, Randy Kirk, and Clark Hawksworth made forge welded, 
twisted handled pokers. Again? Bert donated her finished demonstration poker to the annual auction. The 
class was held outside under a tarp with gusty breezes at times, without rain luckily. We finished the class 
with burgers, veggie burgers and fixings, then collapsed. totally exhausted by the weekend's activities. I 



Garbage Gan Turkey 
Materials: 

1. 20 gallon, llat lidded, metal trash can. Preferably brand new! Cut a 2" hole in the center 
of the lid where the lid handle is attached. 

2. 24" hardwood stake, 1" to 1-114'' in diameter. Cut one end at 45" angle. 
3. Small shovel for moving hot coals. 
4. Heavy duty aluminum foil. 
5. (2) Metal skewers. 
6. Bundt pan or angel food type pan Ibr gravy, if desired. 
7. Turkey, up to 22 Ibs. 
8. Charcoal and lighter fluid. 

12 lb. to 16 Ib. turkey requires 16 lbs. of charcoal. 
17 lb. to 22 lb. turkey requires 20 lbs. of charcoal. 

Directions: 

Heap charcoal in a large heaping mound and start as you would for a regular BBQ. Use plenty 
of lighter fluid. Lay several sheets (3-4) of foil down on the ground in a place soft enough for the stake 
to be driven in. The sheets of foil need to be under the garbage can lid and in an area large enough for 
the coals to be banked around the bottom of the garbage can. You can use rocks or sand to hold the 
edges down. Next, place the lid on top of the foil, rim side up. Mark 9" on the stake end with the 45" 
angle cut in it and pound the stake through the hole in the lid and into the ground up to the 9" mark. 
Wrap the top half of the stake with aluminum foil. Place the Bundt pan over the stake if you want to 
make gravy. 

Run skewers through the neck of the turkey so it will sit on top of the stake and not slide down. 
The turkey's feet should dangle about 1" from the bottom of the Bundt pan. The garbage can is then 
placed over the turkey and fit into the lid. When the coals are beginning to turn gray, they are ready to 
be placed about the can. One even layer of coals should be placed on the top level of the garbage can. 
Any more than that will cause the turkey breast to burn. All of the remaining coals should be banked 
about the outside edge of the can on top of the foil. 

The turkey takes 1-112 hours to cook after the coals are in place around the can! The size 
of turkey makes no difference in the cooking time! Do not check it, let it cook Use leather gloves 
to pick up the can. Heat may make the can to swell causing a tight fit with the lid. Smaller 
turkeys have golden brown skin. Larger ones may have spots not as brown. Be careful lifting 
turkey from the stake, they tend tb fall apart! 
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Northeast Region 
Steve Bloom 

The May mecting of the Northeast Chapter of FABA will be hcld at Steve Bloom's shop on May 4. Topics 
will be selective heat treating for the generation of temper lines (on 5 160 knives), experiments with cutting 
tests, and (if possible) mokume. As always, we'll provide thc chili and the begging dogs and you provide the 
appetites (and antacids). We'll fire up at approximately 9 0 0  am. Hope to see you there! 

Pioneer Art Settlement 
Annual Tool Swap & Antique Auction 

The Pioneer Art Settlement in Barberville will be holding their "Annual Tool Swap and Antique Auction" on 
April 13 and 14, 1996. This event, put on by the Mid-West Tool Collectors and Society for Workers in Early 
Arts and Trades (SWEAT), will present demonstrations and displays throughout both days. The Florida 
Artist Blacksmith Association, Pioneer Settlement Fiber Art Guild members and Pioneer settlement members 
are invited to set up, demonstrate and sell their work. Blacksmith association members need to register with 
Tico Rubio 904-749-3327. Fiber Art Guild members may contact Mia Gerber 904-749-2959 for set up 
location and space size. Pioneer Settlement members interested in showing in the art show must contact Mia 
Gerber for details. Antique and collectibles auction begins at 12:OO pm Saturday. Hours are 9:00 am to 3:00 
pm Saturday and 10:00 am to 2:00 pm Sunday. Admission is FREE. *There is a $2.50 fee for a guided tour 
of the Settlement grounds and buildings. 

News about members 

New Castle Iron inc. of Ft. Lauderdale recently won the Mitch Heitler Award for Excellence the industry's 
hghest award for metal craftsmanshp. FABA members Sharon Blondet and Bo Davis of New Castle Iron 
received the National Ornamental & Miscellaneous Metals Association's (NOMMA) coveted award for an 
entry submitted in the "Stair Railings" category. The same entry won a Gold award in the Ernest Wiemann 
Top Job Contest. The winning job was an ornate railing that was hand-forged. Members of the awards 
committee were impressed by the high degree of detail shown in the job. Congratulations Bo and Sharon! 

Dr. J.C. Hawkins has recently remarried. He and his lovely new wife, Anne, plan to divide their time 
between their homes in Kentucky and Florida. We're happy for them! 

Jimmy Bennett Alray & Gink Howard Bryan Law Michael & Shannon 
Rt. 3 Box 455 3300 NW 21st Ave. 6401 Georgia Ave. Keeney I1 
Havana, FL 32333 Gainesville, FL 32605 West Palm Beach, FL 9742 Elaine Rd. 
H: 904-539-6584 352-372-0648 33405 Jacksonville, FL 32246 
W: 904-878-3 178 Alray needs anvil, coal, H :  407-533-7175 904-642-4003 

blower and everything else W: 407-659-5959 I needy hand tools, blower 
Richard Furrer 
837 Harbor Inn Dr., 
Bldg 12 
Coral Springs, FL 3307 1 
954-345-5361 
Richard just moved here 
from Madison, WI and has 

Steven & Ellen Morcfield 
912 S. Mass Ave. 
Deland, FL 32720 
H: 904-734-1070 
Steven wants hlower, 
forge, knowledge on 

a passion for knives srnithing 
and ancient technologies 

Richard & Marta Manna 
438 Martin Rd. 
Palm Bay, FL 32090 
H: 407-729-0886 
W: 407-984-0160 
Returning members--need 

Addressltelephone 
number changes 
David Willard 
Boomer's Forge 
4433 Jiggermast Ave. 
Jacksonville, FL 32277 

blower, small portable Patty Draper 
forge and/or twyre W: 904-4 14-6867 



THE SMITH 

An excerpt from the book 
MODERN BLACKSMJTHING 

Rational Horse Shoeing 
and Wagon Making 
by J.G. Holmstrom 

published 1904 

THERE ARE SMITHS AWD SMITHS 

I have had the pleasure of becoming 
acquainted with a great number of in- 
telligent and respected smiths. People 
that did not know them would ask: 
"What is he?" and when informed that 
he is a blacksmith would say: "He 
doesn't look it; I thought he was a 
business man"; another, "He looks like 
a lawyer or minister." From this you 
will understand how, in many cases, 
the blacksmith looks. A great preacher 
was announced to preach in a neigh- 
boring town, and I went to hear him. 
Just as I sat down in the pew one of 
the local smiths walked up to me and 
sat down by my side. He was a black- 

smith and he "looked it." Under his eyes was a 
half moon in black; on both sides of his nose 
was a black stripe that had been there since his 
first day in the shop. His ears, well, you have 
seen a clogged-up tuyer iron. His clothes were 
shabby and his breath a strong mixture of to- 
bacco and whiskey, which made wrinkles on the 
nose of the lady in front of us. I was somewhat 
embarrassed, but the sermon began. As the con- 
gregation arose, I opened the hyrnnbook and 
my brother smith joined, and with a hand that 
looked like the paw of a black bear, he took hold 
of the book. 
After service I was invited by the smith to din- 
ner. Between a number of empty beer kegs we 
managed to reach the door of the house and 
everything inside looked the color of his trade. 
I looked around for books and other articles of 
culture and found a hand organ and a pack of 
cards. The only book or reading matter to be 
found was a weekly of the kind that tells of prize 
fights, train robberies and murder. I had a fair 
dinner and told my host that I had to start for 
home. By this time I was sick of his language - P 
profanity, mixed with a few other words - and I 
started to leave. On my way to the livery stable 
I passed my friend's shop, and he said it would 
not be fair to leave before I had seen his shop. 
"I have," said he, "a very good shop." The shop 
was a building of rough boards 18x20 - the aver- 
age farmer has a better wood shed. A big wood 
block like the chopping block in a butcher shop, 
was placed so close to the forge that he could 
only get edgewise between. On this block was 
to be found, anvil and all his tools, the latter 
were few and primitive, and would have been 
an honor to our father Cain, the first mechanic 
and blacksmith. What thinkest thou, my brother 
smith? Having spent years to learn the trade 
you must submit to a comparison with smiths 
of this caliber. Their work being inferior they 
must work cheap, and in some, perhaps many, 
cases set the price on your work. Smiths of this 
kind cannot expect to be respected. There 
might be some show for them in Dawson City a 
or among the natives in that vicinity, but not in 
civilized America. I 



I Secretary/ Treasurer's Report / 
Budget Update 

Est 1996 as of Jan-Feb 
Revenue $30,450 $1,194.67 
Expenses 30,450 1,381 03 
Income -0- 
Members as of March 15. 1906 3 16 

I %%ant to thank VI Pa?ton, Skcctcr Prather and L~nda Smith for 
tllc~r d~ligent ~ f o r h  aud~t~ng the 1905 FABA financ~al records 
'This 1s the second tear that  thesc fine people havc spcnl 
countlecs hours pouring oler e\pend~turc ;ind relctiue records 
the Icdgcr and other docunlcnlal~on to Inslire 1h;il FABA': 
nzonct is spent proper11 I 'arrt 1)mopc.r. --- 

9 CBQC Ire; ?RA @ ~ @ s e t  
(as nporsved 13 January, 19PG'a) 

projected Revenue: 
Membership l";bi,OQ0.00 
Conference Reaistration 9,000.00 
Auction 7,000.00 
Sales: Coal 3,500.00 

T-shirts, caps etc. 2,000.00 
Buck-in-the-Rucket 750.00 
Qonations 400.00 
Interest earned 1,000.00 
S.E. Conference share 800.00 

Total Projected Revenue $30,450.00 

Projected Expenses 

Description: Allocation 

Bank Charges $1 00.00 
The Clinker Breaker: 

Printing 3,372.00 
Postage 2,420.00 
Prize 25.00 

Office Expenses: 
Telephone 500.00 
Postage 750.00 
General 500.00 

FL Dept of State 1 00.00 
ISS 500.00 
Werchsndise for resale: 

T-shirts 1,500.00 
Haas 200.00 
Coal 3,600.00 

Annual Conference 
10,000.00 

Regional meetings: 
Hononaria & Expenses 

2,000.00 
Miscellaneous 100.00 

Contingency fund 4,783.00 

Total Projected Expenses 

$30,450.00 

Jim Corbet from the northcast region reports that blacksmith 
postcards are still being printed. The one pictured abovc is 
published by the U.S. Forestry Service and sold at its welcome 
centers. (By the way, that is Jim on the card). 

I 1  

FABA Membership 
Directory available 

If ~ o u  would 11ke a Januag 
1996 membersh~p d~rec ton  . 
send !our name. address and 
55 C In postagc to 

Path Draper 
S c c r c t a ~ ~  /Trcasurcr 
Rt 7 Bo\ 1082 - C  

'Fallahasscc. Florlda ?2?OX 



A N  INEXPENSIVE SWAGE 
by A1 Canella (Reprinted from the Appalachian Area Chapter) 

Have you e v e r  needed a  "V", s q u a r e  o r  round swage f o r  forming ends  o r  f o r g e  weld ing  such  a s  
c a b l e  k n i v e s  o r  b a s k e t  weaves? and  c u r s e d  abou t  t h e  h i g h  c o s t  o f  swage b l o c k s .  Well h e r e  i s  
a  s i m p l e  s u b s t i t u t e  t o  u s e  on your  a n v i l .  #1,  Take a  1 3  i n c h  p i e c e  o f  1 i n c h  s q u a r e  rod ( o r  
whatever  s i z e  f i t s  your  ha rdy  h o l e )  

112 - F u l l e r  down t o  s l i g h t l y  l e s s  t h a n  1 / 2  inch-5  i n c h e s  from one e n d .  T h i s  w i l l  i n c r e a s e  
i n  l e n g t h  t o  a b o u t  10 i n c h e s .  

113-Round o f f  t o p  end o f  t h e  1 / 2 "  s e c t i o n  

F 

114-Now bend t h i s  s e c t i o n  down th rough  90 
d e g r e e s  f o r  3 i n c h e s ,  t h e n  bend back up 
th rough  180 d e g r e e s  t o  p roduce  a  p i e c e  
l i k e  t h i s :  

Work t h i s  b e n t  s e c t i o n  t o  
f i t  n i c e l y  i n t o  hardy h o l e .  

I15-Now, by u s i n g  he l low h e a t s  and s q u a r e  and round b a r s ,  you c a n  form your  ownswage 
l i k e  t h i s .  Without a  t r e a d l e  hammer o r  power 
hammer, a  s t r i k e r  may be  used t o  form t h e  i n d e n t s .  

The v e r t i c a l  p o r t i o n  is  good f o r  making 
a smooth o r  s h a r p  90 d e g r e e  bends .  



Artist-Blacksmiths' Association of North Amaica 

P.O. Box 206, Washington, Missouri 63090 
Executive Secretary, Janelle Gilbert 

Office Hours: 9:00am - 5:OOpm 
Phone: (314) 390-2133 

PRESIDENTS MESSAGE 
March 1996 

February was a very cold month in my part of the country and many other parts according to the weather 
channel. A forge fire will always warm your heart but it doesn't do much for your feet when the weather makes 
the shop really cold. I have visited several shops that are properly heated for winter comfort. They are for the 
most part shops that provide all or the bulk of the owner's income. The part time smiths and those that smith 
as a hobby shut down the forge during cold weather or find a way to provide temporary heat. 

Roviding rnakeshifi heat for a shop ~ a r i  present several hazards. These may include leakage or spillage 
of fuel, improper ventilation, inadequate oxygen and creating heat too close to combustible materials. Lf you 
have to provide temporary heat for your shop be aware of the possible hazards and deal with them before they 
present you with an unwanted problem. 

By now you should have received your registration packet for the 1996 ABANA Conference. I have 
said before and I say again I have never attended a bad conference. I first attended an ABANA Conference in 
1982 here in West Virginia, about a 45 minute drive from my shop. I have not missed one since. They have 
11 been good conferences and I am convinced that the 1996 Conference will be another outstanding one. 

If you are going to the Conference I encourage you to register early and I encourage you to consider 
donating something to one of the auctions or to the Iron in the Hat. These fund raisers help us support 
programs that provide benefits to our chapters and to our members. ABANA is financially sound but it certainly 
is not over funded. Your donations will be appreciated. 

It is not too early to start thinking about who will be running for the ABANA Board in our next election. 
Lf you are not interested in being a candidate yourself but know someone that you think would be a good 
director, you should encourage them to run. Just to refresh your memory ABANA has 15 directors, each 
serving a three year term. The terms are staggered so that five directors are elected each year. The directors 
elect ABANA officers at the annudl h a r d  meetkg illai follows i l~e  election of directors. 'hTe waii~i all of you 
to be a part of the election process. 

Safety awareness is becoming more and more apparent. I have noticed at recent meetings I have 
attended that safety glasses are available for those that forgot to bring their own. Help in providing safety 
awareness is coming from Newsletter Editors, Chapter Officers and Conference planners. Keep up the good 
work. We will all benefit from your effort. 

Joe Harris 
@ABANA President 



0 

ND A BALL PIEM HAMMER, A O U L L C H , ~ ~ ~ ,  AN 
A N V I L  A N 0  A HEAT SQURCE ( 7 - 0 ~ ~  ORFORCS). A V ~ S E  
AND A P A I R O F  TON63 O R  VICE G h \ P  PL\ERS I S  ~ E E O E D .  

m *  STEP^ - CUT A V A T  THE EDGE OF THE SEGMENT CUTS. 

* STEPS - FILE THEVAHD GSNER CUTS TO ROUAD ALL CORNERS. 

A M 0  STRIKING W I T *  BALL PlErcl. (WITH F L O W E R  

I STEP 10 - FORGE A PIECE OF i/i' POUND A 5  5HoNE1 BE LO^ IN ~ G U R E  2. I 
FIG 2 

STEP 1 1  - F 
/ STEP 12- INSTALL COLD FLOWER ONTO Y E L L O ~  HOT STEMEND AND 

CLAMP IN VISE ATQAOOVE. PEN THE STEWENO INTO A 
BUTTON O R M U S H  ROOM HEAD S H A P E  THUS bCKlP.(G T H E  
FLOWER To THESTEM. ADD T E X T U R E  To ME CDO- ( ~ V T T O ~ ~  
WITH ~ A N D O M C E N T E R Q V ~ W M A R K S ,  ST€* 1bI H A P  
A S  SHOWM IN'FIG, 3. C ~ A ~ I  WITH WIRE BRUSH . W m  0 1 1 .  
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WANTED: A one wheeled trailer - complete, 
or the hardware therefor. Hopefully, 
inexpensively. Call Skeeter Prather at 904- 
386-9246. 

FOR SALE: Mel Wilber still has some of those 
custom designed hardie tools left for sale. He 
will have them at the April Statewide meeting 
or you can call him at 904-668-0040. 

FABA T-SHIRTS FOR SALE: There are a few FABA T-shirts left over after 
the southeastern regional meeting at which Roberta Elliott demonstrated. 
They are heavy weight, 100% cotton, teal green, and have the FABA logo 
surrounded by the sunburst on the front. Sizes available are large, X-large, 
and XX-large. Each shirt costs $9.00 if you pick it up at the Brandenburg's 
or they'll mail it to you by Priority Mail (2 days) for $12.00. To order a shirt, 
mail a check made out to Pete Brandenburg ; 299 Granada Rd. West Palm 
Beach, FL 33401. For more information call Pete or Mary at home at 407- 
833-2708 or at work at 407-640-0445. 

WANTED: Classified ads for the Clinker Breaker. Ads are free and unless instructed otherwise they will run for two issues. 

Florlda Artist Blacksmith Association, Inc Artlst Blacksm~th Association of 
Chapter of ABANA, Inc North Amer~ca. Inc 

Date -- -- Nen ,! Renewal 

Name 1 Address 

Address 

State Zip 

City State Zip 
Home Business 
Phone Phone 
Spouse's name 

Are you intcrcstcd in procuring: 
( ) anvil ( ) coal ( ) hand tools 
( ) post vise ( ) blower ( ) forge 
( ) other 

Send this application and a membership fee of 
$20.00 to: 

Patty Drapcr, FABA Secrctary/Trcasurer 
Applecross Forge 
Rt. 7 Box 1082 C 
Tallahassee, FL 32308 

Make check out to FABA. Thc FABA membership 
year begins May 1. New rncmberships received 
after Dec: 3 1 ,  1995 arc $20.00 and also cover thc 
following membership year. Membership is for a 
family. You don't have to be an ABANA member 
to join FABA, but many FABA members are, and 
we encourage membership in both organizations. 

Phonc 

The undersigned applies for membership in the 
Artist Blacksmith Association of North America 
and cncloscs as annual membership dues 
for one year. Checks must be U.S. funds. 
Membcrship includes a subscription to thc Anvil's 
k n g  and The Hammer's Blow. 

Credit Card No. 
VISA ( 1 
Mastercard ( ) 
Expiration date 

full timc student (1 yr only) $3 0/year 
regular membership $3 Slyear 
senior citizen (age 65+) $30/year 
overscas airmail $70/year 
overseas surface mail $50/year 
contributory membership $100/year 
public librarq subscription $25/year 

Call (3 14) 390-2 133 to cliargc your inembership to 
VISA or MasterCard, or make a check to ABANA 
and send to: ABANA 

PO Box 206 
Washington, MO 63090 
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The Florida CLINKER BREAKER 
FLORIDA ARTIST BLACKSMITH ASSOCIATION 
Bill Robertson, Eiiitor 
Rt. 7 BOX 1082-C 

Tallahassee, Florida 32308 April, 1996 
I DUES NrSllCt SNCLQSED 

The Florida Artist Blacksmith Association - Chapter of Artist Blacksmith Association of North America, Inc. [FABA] is a 501(c)(3), non- 
profit educational organization whose purposes are to teach, promote, and preserve the art of blacksmithing Contributions are tax- 
deductible to the extent provided by law. FABA publishes The Florida Clinker Breaker monthly, and FABA membership includes a 

subscription. We solicit correspondence and unpaid articles on any subjects related to FABA's purposes. ABANA chapter newsletters 

may reprint non-copyrighted material if it is credited to the author and this newsletter. You need the author's permission to reprint 

copyrighted material unless otherwise noted. 


