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On Octobcr 15, 1995, at thc Florida Artist Blacksmith 
Association annual conference Dr. E. Charlton "Skeeter" Prather was 
presented with the Honorary Doctorate of Metal Arts Degree (Ph.D.), 
FABA's highest honor. In FABA's ten year history t h s  is only the thrd 
time this doctorate degree has been bestowed upon a member. The first 
award was given to Thomas Raines of Monticello Florida on Nov. 12., 1988: Ralnes has since passed away. 
The second recipient was J.C. Hawkins of Morriston Florida on Oct. 9, 1993. As tradition would have it the 
diploma was presented by J.C. Hawluns the previous recipient. FABA members attending the ceremony 
confirmed the award with a standing ovation. 

The Honorary Doctorate of Metal Arts Degree is conferred in appreciation and recowtion of one's 
contributions toward the preservation of the art of blacksmithing, to which end Skeeter Prather has compiled 
an astounding hstory. He began pounding hot iron forty years ago in Jasper, Florida when he could not find 
a blacksmith to reproduce some shutter hinges for an old house. He was a founding member of FABA. He 
donates over fifty days per year demonstrating and teaching the art of blacksmithlng. He is one of the master 
smiths of residence at the Stephen Foster State Folk Cultural Center at White Springs, Florida. He is a 
consultant to the National and State Park Service in the construction of period blacksmith shops, the resident 
blacksmith, and interpreter, for the San Luis Archaeological and Historic Site, and is currently a consultant on 
Spanish period blacksmithing for the University of Louisiana on the 1529 Florida expedition of Panfilo de 
Narvaez, along with credlts more numerous than space allows. Congratulations, Skeeter! 



Upcoming Events 

The calendar includes events of interest to the blacksmithing community. Florida Artist Blacksmith Association (FABA) 
sponsored events are highlighted in bold typeface. The regions have no boundaries - everyone is welcome everywhere. Come to 

more than one if you can. We hold regular monthly meetings in each region (except that we all try to get together at one 
Statewide Meeting each quarter) on the following Saturdays of each month: NE-lst, NW-2nd, SE-3rd, SW-last. The actual dates 

may vary from month to month; check the schedule below.. Our meetings are informal gatherings around the forge. 

Prospective members are always welcome. Come for all or any part of a meeting, bring your tools, or just watch. Most 

meetings run from 9AM to 4PM, and you'll need to bring a lunch if you stay all day, unless otherwise noted. If you have any 
questions about meetings please contact the Regional Coordinators listed below: 

Northeast Region: Mike Schmidt (407) 855-3347 
Northwest Region: Clyde Payton (904) 997-3627 
Southeast Region: Ray Reynolds (407) 793-2452 
Southwest Region: Richard Boone (813) 377-8638 

NOVEMBER 1995 
Maps for November meetings are on page 3 

NE Nov4 Pioneer Art Settlement. Barberville, Florida. Open forges. 
Nov 4-5 Pioneer Art Settlement Arts & Crgfts Jamboree. Demonstrations of all 

sorts: cane grinding,woodworking, spinning & weaving, blacksmithing and more. 

NW Nov 11 Skeeter & Lou Prather's forge. Tallahassce, Florida. Rogcr Stuart will A 

demonstrate box joints. tailgate sales. Lunch provided. Sce article on page 4. 
Nov 11 John C. Campbell Folk School's annual blacksmith auction. 

SE Nov 18 Ray & Anne Reyonlds' house. West Palm Beach, Florida. 
Nov 18-19 "Florida 150: The Historical Celebration". Downtown West Palm Beach, Florida. 

See article on page 4. 

SW Nov 25 Crowley Museum & Nature Center. Sarasota, Flolda. Open forges. 

DECEMBER 1995 
Maps for December meetings wi l l  he in the next issue 

NE Dec2 Pioneer Art Settlement. Barberville, Florida. Open forges. 

NW Dec 9 Sam Adkins Park. Blountstown, Florida. Work day to finish thc forge and fire it 
up for the first time. 

SE Dee16 Pete & Mary Brandenburg's Annual Holiday Party. Wcst Palm Beach, FL. 

SW Dec 30 Crowley Museum & Nature Center. Sarasota, Florida. Open forges. 

JANUARY 1996 

NE Jan 6 Pioneer Art Settlement. Barberville, Florida. Open forges. 

NW Jan 13 No regional meeting. Board of Trustees meeting. Location to be announced. 

SE Jan 20 FABA STATEWIDE MEETING. Location to be announced. 
- 

SW Jan 27 Crowely Museum & Nature Center. Sarasota, Florida. Open forges. 
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Northwest Region 

NORTHWEST REGION 
Skeeter & Lou Prather's shop 

2816 Terry Road 
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Southeast Region News 
by Anne Reynolds (e Mary Rrandenhurg 

The SE Region has been meeting faithfully, every month, but they haven't been as faithful in 
getting the reports to the Clinker Breaker editor. Sorry, Bill. June's meeting was held at Mike & Marilyn 
Luck's house in Ft. Lauderdale. July's was held at Dale & Bonnie Kipp's house in Royal Palm Beach. 
August found everyone at Pete & Carolyn Yockey's house in West Palm Beach. September's meeting was 
held at Ray Robert's spread in Palm City. From an eyewitness account at the September meeting, the SE 
Region seems to be the "SE Bladesrnithmg Region". There were many h v e s  being forged all at the same 
time! The next meeting for the SE Region will be held in November on the 18th at the Reynolds' house. 
There will also be the "Florida 150: The Historical Celebration" going on in West Palm Beach along 
Flagler Drive. 

Coming up in November: 
"Florida 150: The I-hstorical Celebration" will be held in downtown West Palm Beach, November 

18-19, 1995. This free, family-oriented festival will be presented by South Florida Fair and SunFest. Re- 
live 150 years of Palm Beach County history as you travel back in time. 

Confederate and Union "troops" will each set up authentic camps, complete with tents, fires, 
uniformed soldiers, horse drawn cannons and rifles. They will conduct several skirmishes, and visitors will 
be welcomed into their camps. Other activities will include period entertainment, storytelling, Native 
American exhlbits and a variety of hands-on &splays, includmg an interactive chldren's area with games 
and activities popular 150 years ago, such as greased pole climbing. Artisans will quilt, make palm frond 
baskets and make dolls of cornshucks-while blacksmiths demonstrate their slull. 

The Southeast Region's monthly meeting will take place on Saturday, November 18th at Ray and 
Anne Reynolds' home. Anyone willing to demonstrate the art of blacksmithmg, on one or both days at the a 

Florida 150 celebration should contact Ray or Anne Reynolds at home 407-793-2452 or at work 407-640- 
0445, for addtional details, or call Yesteryear Village at 407-793-0333. 

Northwest Region News 
by Clyde Payton, Northwest Region Program Coordinator 

The Northwest Region will hold its November regional meeting on the second Saturday of 
November, the 1 lth, 1995. This meeting will be at the home shop of Dr. E. Charlton (Skeeter) and Lou 
Prather in Tallahassee, Florida. (See map on page 3). Everyone is welcome and lunch will be provided. 
You do not need to bring a portable forge nor tooling, but you may if you wish. You =encouraged to 
bring stuff for tailgate sales and for show-and-tell. 

The program will be a series of day-long demonstrations by Mr. Roger Stuart of Crescent City, 
Florida. Roger will demonstrate box joints & other blacksmithing pearls & tidbits. I for one, have always 
wanted to know a real good technique for constructing a Box Joint in a squeeze tool. So, come on and 
Roger will show us! 

Southwest and Northeast News 

Both the Southwest region and the Northeast region will have open forges for their November 
meetings. Both locations have three to four forges to work on. So grab your hammer and - 
you are working on and spend the day with some fellow smiths. 



POWER HAMMER 
WORKSHOP 

WITH FRED CAYLOR 

This two-day class will be 
held in February or March 
of 1996 and will cost about 
$75.00 per person. A 
minimum of 15 people are 
needed to make the class fly. 
The tentative location will be 
in the Tampa, Florida area. 

We will be completely rebuilchg a Little 
Giant power hammer. If you own a power 
hammer or plan to buy one, it would be in 
your best interest to take this class and learn 
how to prevent problems, maintain or fix 
your hammer. Anythmg with moving parts 
will eventually wear out. If you think you 
might be interested in this class, call Bo 
Davis (New Castle Iron) at 305-524-141 1. 

Sid Suedmeier reports that Fred Caylor also 
plans a power hammer rebuilding seminar 
March 22-24, 1996 in Nebraska City, 
Nebraska. Cost $85.00. If you are 

@ interested in this class you can call Sid at 
402-873-6603. 

1996 Conference of the 
Artist-Blacksmith Association 

of North America 

THE GREAT FLORIDA C A W  DRIVE '95 
CELEBRATING FLORIDAS' SESQUlCENTENNlAL 

DECEMBER 2nd - 10th 

1845 

150 YEARS 

- .  . 

JAKE SUMMERLIN 

1995 

OF STATEHOOD 

THIS MAN DROVE THOUSANDS OF CAlTLE ACROSS FLORIDA AND 
EARNED A PLACE IN HISTORY. CARE TO JOIN HIM ? 

1. DRIVING 1000 HEAD FROM YEEHAW JUNCTION TO KlSSlMMEE (CRACKER 
TYPE) 60 MILES APPROX. 

2. WAGON TRAIN AND TRAIL RIDE 
3. LIVING HISTORY PRESENTATIONS 
4. PIONEER CRAFTS AND DEMONSTRATIONS 
5. COWBOY POETRY, STORYTELLING, PONTIFICATIN' AND BALD FACE LYIN' 
6. CRACKER CAlTLE AND HORSE SALE 

. 
7. ENTERTAINMENT BY THE BELLAMY BROS. AND CHIEF JIM BILLIE 

(CHAIRMAN SEMINOLE TRIBE) 

WANTED 

FORGING TOWARD 
THE 

FUTURE 
@ June 26 to 29, 1996 

Alfied State College, Alfred, NY 
Hated by the New Yo& State Destper Blacksrnrthr 
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HORNED STEERS - WAGONS AND TEAMS TO BUY OR LEASE - 
FABA MEMBERS TO DEMONSTRATE THE ART OF BLACKSMITHING 

SPONSORS 
ORLANDO DODGE DEALERS FL. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
SWISHER INTERNATIONAL SEMINOLE TRIBE OF FLORIDA 
W.W. LIVESTOCK SYSTEMS SEMINOLE STORES, OCALA 

FOR REGISTRA~ON OR INFORMATION: 
Florlda Cattle Drhre '95 
P.O. Box 1779 
Ocala, Florlda 34478 
(904) 867-4389 

' LElTER TO THE EDITOR 
Accolades and thanks to Maggi Rubio. Thank you. 
Maggi, for your hours and hours of dedicated volunteer 
work in preparing those wonderful meals for the 
conference. Few people realize just what a valuable 
contribution you make to everyone who attends. Please 
know we love you and appreciate you immensely! 
Thanks for helping make this a wonderful conference. 
You are avely special lady! 



A VISIT TO ROBB GUNTER'S SHOP 
.ntbmztted by Me1 W~lber 

A few weeks ago I was able to visit the Albuquerque, New Mexico area on a vacation trip. During several 
days while there I had some free time available to further one of my hobbies. I told Bill (editor) that I 
would prepare a few lines about my vacation trip that may be of interest to Florida's blacksmiths. Once I 
got started writing, the hard part was knowing when to stop in my descriptions and commentary. The 
architecture motifs of the area provide a ready market for forged hardware, from the front gate to the 
kitchen. I visited several blacksmithmg and metal fab shops while visiting out West, but I can't (Bill won't 
let me) tell all that I saw. You as readers will want the short and sweet of it, of course. 

I had read and heard about Robb Gunter and h s  noted Sandia Gas Forge Furnaces so I decided to try and 
arrange a visit to his shop. I called Robb at his business, The Forgery School of Blacksmithing, he 
answered and I with the usual pause, waited for that hoped for invitation. It was forthcoming along with 
adequate directions, and after a short ride skirting Sandia Mountain I reached the Tijeras area and Robb's 
school and shop. 

When I first looked in the shop I saw several people worlung. It turned out that Robb's wife was helping 
him on a project. His son, Chad, was worlung on his own project (he works independently in the school's 
shop) using a treadle hammer with a punchide to provide decoration to the item. Robb's wife was putting 
contours on decorative leaves that were to be attached to a custom designed commissioned piece that Robb 
was doing. It was a forged pot rack, quite large, that had numerous individual decorative pieces. He wove, 
actually braided, flat decorated bar stock into a form that most would find difficult to accomplish using 
rope. 

I wish I had been able to take photos of various things I saw in the shop, but I wasn't prepared, hadn't made 1 

an appointment, nor asked the customary courteous permission. He showed and operated his gas forge 
while I was visiting. He was putting a patina coloration on and curving the tips of the leaves for the pot 
rack. Robb said the patina was a process that his son had perfected and shown him. I might hope to 
duplicate thls process and present it at one of our meetings. I need something to show Skeeter for a change, 
as I always seem to be asking him questions.. Skeeter always obliges my requests and treats me with his 
usual scholarly respect. 

Back to Robb. Although I wasn't a registered student at his school, he clld give me a simplified &scourse 
on several subjects which I may have known, but never thought of in the manner as presented. He 
demonstrated how it takes three points of pressure or force to bend somethmg. In his explanation he 
showed me a hardie tool that he used to bend a cold piece of bar stock edgewise without the recoil and 
jarring to the hand that occurs when it is done over the horn of an anvil. He suggested I might try to make 
this simple tool. I told him I would send him one of the tools when I h s h e d .  

Spealung of tools, Robb showed me one of the specialty hammers hc makes. It was exceptionally nice; 
however he has a backlog in orders of 50 to 60, plus his other contract/corqmissioned work. I didn't place 
an order with him right on the spot. However, my doubts about this delqy in ordering has begun to haunt 
me. My order for hammers should be included with the tool being sent to him. 

Robb Gunter contributed greatly in my enjoyment of the time spent in New Mexico. He was extremely 
busy, yet gracious in the time made available by allowing me to observe and ask questions whlle he was 
working on his project. * 

b 
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A BEGINNER PROJECT 
By Murph Murphy 

Railroad Spike Oyster Knife 

1. Acquire one railroad spike. Note: if it has " H C  on the head, don't use it; this is a highcarbon steel spike and 
will be too hard to forge easily. These are useful for other applications, however, so don't get rid of it. 

2. Bring the pointed end to a forging heat; generally between cherry-red and bright orange. 

3. Forge the point into a nail-type point instead of the 
chisel-type point the sp&e normally has. This will 
make it easier to keep a good point on the blade as 
you forge it out. ?' 

Hammer LL Spite 

4. Hammer about two inches of the pointed end flat, starting about two to three inches 
from the point. Use the hammer and the edge of the anvil to make a shoulder where 
the handle ends and the blade starts. As you continue to flatten out the spike, work the 
edges of the blade occasionally to keep it from getting too wide. Make sure you roll the 
edge of the blade on the anvil to maintain the curvature. The proper width is whatever 
you think looks good. The blade section should wind up between 118" and 114" thick. 

5. Forge the edges near the point to pack the metal and strengthen it. This is done ... 
by hol&ng the krufe at an angle to the anvil and holding the hammer face at an , 
angle to the h f e  so the edge is beveled on both sides. The angles are exaggerated 
in the picture to make it easier to see; actually the angles would be much flatter. 

6. Finish off the edges with a file or a grinder. Traditionalists will use a coarse 
file; modernists can use power tools. For demonstrations, I do it with a file. When 
I'm at home, I use all the power tools I can get -- I'm lazy. 

Fllc both sides of both edges. 

7. Heat the handle of the knife orange for the twist. Place the blade of the knife in the 
vice, and grab the handle right below the head with a twisting tool or a husky wrench. 
Twist it about 270 degrees (314 of a full twist) in whichever direction you prefer. If it 
bends while you're twisting it, don't wony -- reheat it and use a wooden mallet to 
straighten it like straightening a bent nail. Use a wooden mallet to avoid marring the 

":.. 
edges of the twisted section with a steel hammer. If you don't have a wooden mallet, use a piece of 4x4 or 
sometlung similar. 

8. Finishes. A half-and-half mixture of linseed oil and mineral spirits Grab here 

works pretty well when rubbed on at a black heat (600-700 ). This can 
also be rubbed on cold, but it takes forever to dry. Another way is to 
coat the kmfe with a light coat of vegetable oil, then bake it for about 45 
minutes at 450 . 

9. Admire your work. If you can't open the oyster yith the point, the 
head is heavy enough to crack almost any oyster. If you don't llke 
oysters, it makes a good paperweight or a grft for someone who does like 
oysters. 
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ANNUAL CONFERENCE REPORT Patty Draper 

FABA held its 1995 Annual Conference the weekend on October 14-15, 
at the Pioneer Center for the Creative Arts in Barberville, Florida. Clear, dry 
weather on Saturday and brisk, cooler conditions on Sunday, paired with the rustic 
beauty of the Pioneer Settlement conference grounds, provided an ideal setting for 
the tenth annual conference. One hundred eighty-nine blacksmiths, close to 400 
total participants, were all smoothly checked in by Gloria Corbet and her many 
helpers. The demonstrators were terrific, family program classes were well 
attended and the conference was a financial success. 

Hank Knickmeyer demonstrated his mosaic Damascus techniques to a 
full house. Reportedly, at least one bladesmith attended every one of his four 
demonstrations. Doug Hendrickson demonstrated the artistic kitchenware he 
makes so well and his mysterious twists stumped more than one close observer. 
Jerry Hoffinan's architectural techniques rounded out the conference offerings 
nicely. Undoubtedly, more was shared by the instructors but I was too busy 
collecting money to notice. Maybe someone who attended will share what they 
learned by writing it up for the Clinker Breaker. Family classes were enrolled to 
capacity in most cases with folks taking home candles, leather sheaths, flutes and 
embroidered silk ribbons. I did get to attend a beginning blacksmithing class for 
women taught by past president Willard Smith. We made a ladle, using copper to 
enable us to focus on hammer control. Of course, any beginner, male or female, 

Hank Knickmeyer explains 
young or old, was welcome to participate and did participate. Willard is such a the complicated an of forging 
super teacher, he is so positive and patient, that we all learned AND had fun. mosaic Damascus 

Thanks to Maggi Rubio and her experienced crew we ate good, healthy 
food and there was always plenty for everybody. They even served us birthday 
cake to celebrate the tenth anniversary of our club's founding. In addition to cake, Sunday's lunch offered door prizes: 
vintage FABA T-shirts as well as hats and T-shirts donated by Centaur Forge and Little Giant. Other freebies enjoyed 
by those attending the conference included miniature anvils, donated by the Lawler Company, that went into the goodie 
bags passed out with the registration materials. Unfortunately we ran out, once again proving the adage that the early 
bird gets the worm. 

The proceeds from the auction on Saturday night were record breaking. Ninety-three donations brought in just 
over $6,500. Notable items gobbled up by openhanded bidders were a matched pair of knives, in a fancy presentation 
box, created by Alex Chase and President Tico Rubio ($500); an elaborate wall sculpture with a marine motif, a group 

project of the Northwest Region smiths 
($250) and a day with Steve Schwarzer 
in his shop ($600) Because more than 
one individual was willing to pay $600 
for the opportunity to hang around with 
Steve, Steve agreed, under public 
pressure by auctioneer-extraordinaire 
Tim Ryan, to donate another day, 
bringing the total raised by this generous 
donation to $1,200. The Northeast 
Region retained the award for having 
contributed items which brought in the 
most money of the four state regions 
($3,025--good going!!); the rest of the 
regions will have to try harder next year! ! 
Here's the official tally: NW--$1,087; 
SE--$6 15; SW--$420. 

Sue Ellen Hunter (C) sells T-shirts at the registration table, as Clyde Just before the auction, several 
Payton (L) looks on. The T-slurts sold out Saturday before noon. 
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notable presentations were made. A wonderful iron gate, complete with 
FABA's logo and decorative disks forged by members was dedicated to the 
Pioneer Art Center. Center Director Marilyn Breeze happily accepted on @ behalf of the Center's board of &rectors. The gate will be placed in a 
prominent location at the Center when it is finished; there are still spaces for 
more decorative disks to be added, so get busy guys (disks are 3 112 inches in 
diameter--anything goes as long as it stays within the 3 112 inch space). 
We're hoping that the gate can be completed by the end of the year. President 
Tico Rubio was presented with an elegant commemorative plaque in 
appreciation of his four years of hard work and dedication as president. This 
is his last year as president as he could not be talked into doing it again. Ray 
Roberts presented the award on behalf of the board of directors and FABA 
members; Tico then received a standing ovation from the crowd. Skeeter 
Prather was awarded an honorary Ph.D. degree in Metal Arts (there's more 
about this award on the front page of this issue of the Clinker Breaker). Bill 
Robertson was surprised to be called to the podium, too, to receive on behalf 
of his father, William A. Robertson, Sr., a gift from FABA--an exquisite 
skinner's knife, crafted and donated by Program Chair Steve Bloom. Bill's 
dad helped FABA retain its federal tax exempt status by donating hls time and 
expertise to fill out the reams of forms required by the 1.R.S.--in record time 
since our return was already overdue when we asked him to bail us out. His 
work allows your auction donations to be tax deductible. Doug Hendrickson edging 

Over 10% of the blacksmiths in attendance at this conference were down one of his skillets 
new F-4BA members, joining at the time they registered. It showed when half 
of the folks assembled for the anvil shoot raised their hands to indicate they'd 
never seen an anvil shoot. Tim Ryan gave them a memorable introduction to this traditional event. We welcome 
all these new members and urge them to come join us at the next monthly regional meeting nearest them. Old- 
timers, be sure to extend a personal welcome to these new friends. 

The tailgate tool sales were outstanding this year. Not yet up to Quad State's outpouring, but way better 
than we've had in the six years I've been attending (I know it was good because Bill is still trying to figure out where 
all his money went). Approximately 20 vendors offered such hard-to-find items as small, Buffalo hand crank 

bowers, air hammers, custom 
designed, hardie tools and anvils. 
When sales slowed Sunday 
afternoon, we were treated to 
Doyle Comer, Jr. auctioning off 
his own truckload of tools. He 
drew quite a crowd and sold most 
of what he'd brought with him. 

As you can see, Program Chair 
Steve Bloom, with the help of his 
wife Kimmy, gave us another 
great conference. As the Blooms 
are the first to say, it could not 
have been done without the many, 
many volunteers who pitched in to 
help whenever it was needed. 
Thanks to everyone who 
contributed to the success of h s  
year's, tenth and best, annual 
conference. 

Willard Smith (far left) provides tips on hammer control 
to a class ,of eager beginners 
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The FLORIDA ARTIST BLACKSMITH ASSOCIATION 
A Chartered Member of the Artist Blacksmith Association of North America 

THE FIRST YEAR 
by Dr. E. Charlton "Skeeter" Prather 

The Florida Art~st Blacksmith Association grew from one man's desire for learning how to 
shape iron. In the early 1970's during the "oil crisis" he, hls neighbors, and a lot of folks cleaned the 
decorations from their fireplaces, removed the bird nests from the clumneys and gathered fire wood 
again. At the same time, increasing numbers of manufactured fire-place sets began appearing in 
hardware stores and other retail outlets. He was dismayed at the poor quality and high prices -- he had 
seen in hl$ youth far superior "homemade" fire tongs and fire-rnanagement sets. Lo, had he even basic 
knowledge for heating and shaping iron, the present bad state of affairs could surely be improved -- and 
even possibly his income! ! 

7 
He knew no blacksmith; but had heard of a Senior Citizen up in Florida, Alabama that 

reportedly had a forge and hammered iron for income. On the appointed Saturday he traveled to Florida 
seeking a source of knowledge -- and found it!! One "Uncle Frank" - Mr. Frank Brewer. Uncle Frank 
had hammered hot iron for many years; but his present "bread and butter" was logging tongs made from 
Dodge truck axles. One more Saturday with Uncle Frank and our forefather was prepared for builQng 
a forge (from the bottom of a 50 gallon water tank) and getting on with the business of improving the 
fire-place tool situation! (Numbers sold and income were not revealed - but the word about is that he 
o h e d  a new pick-up during that time! !). 

That was Mr. Willard Smith of Blountstown, Florida. Though Willard became proficient 
(obviously) at making fire-place pokers, he remarks that he quickly recognized that all those pretty 
wrought iron things one sees in picture books just don't fall off the anvil ready made - and like every 
beginning blacksmith he was soon asking himself "How in the world do they do that?" Wouldn't it be 
nice, he thought, if there was some way to get interested persons together peridcally for exchanging 
ideas, showing, teaching, and practicing. Who knows, there might be someone around here who is 
actually an accomplished blacksmith! 

Willard's wanderings introduced him to the national organization of blacksmiths - the Artist 
Blacksmith Association of North America (ABANA). Lo and behold its secretaryltreasurer resided in 
Gainesville, Florida (Dr. Carl Van Arnarn)! Thding  that any Floridian who was a dues paying 
member of ABANA would be a kindred soul with like-mindness in hammering hot iron, he obtained a 
li- of the Florida members - and wrote them. 

There were some 45 ABANA members in Florida. Five (read that 5!) responded positively. * 
Undaunted, Willard sent out a follow-up letter to the 45 suggesting a face-to-face meeting at the + 
Tallahassee Jr. Museum in mid-March, 1985. (The Jr. Museum had a blacksmith shop). Twelve folks 
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THE FIRST YEAR 

showed up.' All concurred that some sort of organization that would provide suitable forum for 
exchange of ideas, techques and methods, mutual support, and proper fellowship was highly desirable. 
Each pledged himself to that end. Most in attendance were planning to participate in the "2nd Biannual 

Southeast Blacksmith Conference" in Madison, Ga. scheduled for mid-May; just two months off. All 
agreed to qy ta t e  the matter and gather again in Madison. 

Thus it was. After lunch on May 17,1985, Willard convened a meeting of all interested parties 
in the Lyons Club at the Fair Ground of Madison, Georgia (site of the Blacksmith Conference). 
Preserrtations were made by Stan Strickland (President of ABANA) and Joe Humble (Chairman of 
ABANA's Committee on Local Chapters). They offered encouragement and help. There was 
unanimity of opinion that the group declare itself an organization of Blacksmiths and to petition 
ABANA for Charter status. Officers were elected: President, Willard Smith; Vice President, Ray 
Nagar; Secretary/treasurc, Tycee Gricc; Newsletter Editor, Walt Anderson (he volunteered, the record 
shows). Operational funds (for puttmg out the Newsletter) was a quick consideration. The newly 
declared orgaruzation, after appropriate discussion, voted to impose a $5.00 application fee and $5.00 
annual dues. Twenty-seven of the 31 present immediately anteed-up. Those 27 were: 

Norm Anderson 
Olaf Becker 
Ed Crane 
Bill Dietzel 
Jerry & Tycee Grice 
Carl Mosicr 
Debbie Parramore 
Skeetcr Prather 
Steve Schwarzer 
Don & Ann Senterfitt 
E. W. Spooner 
Carl Van Arnam 

Walt Anderson 
Lee & Jo Brooks 
Jim Corbett 
Ben Ferguson 
Alva Hebert 
Ray Nager 
Clyde Payton 
Doug Rochon 
Vince Scuderi 
Willard Smith 
Stan Strickland 
Fritz Wilder 

They elected to call themselves the "Florida Chapter of the Artist Blacksmith Association of 
North America". And to meet monthly for a "Hammer-in" somewhere in Florida - every fourth 
Saturday of the month. The first meeting to be held June 22, 1985 at the Jr. Museum in Tallahassee. 
Subsequent meeting places for the rest of the year would be considered at that time. (It became 
increasingly apparent over time that fourth Saturday conflicted with too much else. Members were 
polled and the second Saturday was identified as most convenient. The change in meeting time was 
effective January '86.) 

The first hammer-in of the Florida Chapter of ABANA was a whiz-bang. Fourteen folks 
present. Jay Reakirt demonstrated. His "show and tell" skills were just as instructional and entertaining 
then as they are now! The sites for further meetings were announced: July, Ray Nagar's shop in Tampa; 
August, Doug Rochon's in Ocala; September, Dave Ponsler's in Jacksonville; October, Clyde Payton's 
place in Monticello. 

Walt Anderson, Newsletter Editor, reported that the Officers felt that the title of the newsletter, 
"Florida Blacksmith News" did not portray the image, or the message which the new organization 
deserved or wanted. A new title should be sought, so Walt announced that a contest seelung a ntore 
appropriate name would began. The winner of that contest would receive one year free dues! 

1 There is no record by name of those in attendance at that prime meeting; if you were there, please let the 
Editor or the FABA Historian (that's me) know. 

11 
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Forty-two possibilities were suggested. Clyde Payton presented the winning title: "The Florida 
CLINKER BREAKER". His explanation for nominating the particular title is notable: 

This is a good name for sound and meaning. A clinker is a bothersome thing 
in a blacksmith's fire and has to be broken up and removed. A clinker has 
become known to mean an undesirable thing to be eliminated. So in our 
organization we see our "Clinker Breaker" newsletter as an important 
communications medium which will let us share information for better 
understanding so that "clinker" in our relationships can be prevented or 
eliminated through good communication thereby preventing 
mibrstanding' ' 

The first edition appeared in November, 1985. 
Back to June, '85. Members present and v o w  at the first meeting of the "Florida Chapter", 

directed that anyone joining the organization prior to July 31 be considered and duly proclaimed 
"Charter Members". A listing dated July 10, 1985 (Newsletter for July) shows 13 Charter members in 
addition to those signed-up in Madison: 

Joe Baker Cliff Bristol 
Dave Debreto Robert HufYman 
Tom Keen Kenneth Kittleson 
Robert Labik Jonas Liste 
Old Dixie Welding J. P. Reakirt 
Rebecca Rochon J. L. Thompson, Jr. 
Ralph Thrower, Jr. 

The total number of Charter Members through July 10, 1985 was 40. Subsequent records 
(Newsletters) show 44 total members as of July 26 and 50 as of August 1,1985. Records have not been 
found to identify the last ten members. (If you or someone you know are among this unidentified 10, 
please let the Editor or the Historian hear from you. We would like to have an accurate record of this 
natable group). 

May had not passed before President Smith received a congratulatory note from President Stan 
Strickland of ABANA enclosmg the formal document of Florida's Charter as a Chapter of the national 
organization. It was dated May 25,1985. 

President Smith lost no time in proceeding to the completion of the formal elements of a viable, 
W o n a l  corporation - the preparation of Articles of Incorporation and Bylaws. Clyde Payton headed 
a group to draw up a working draft. Several drafts later a final copy was approved at the February 
(8th) meetmg in Charles Ochs' shop. Article 111 is especially notable: 

The purposes for which this corporation is organued are: This is a 
non-profit educational institute--a corporation whose purposes are to teach, 
promote, and preserve the Art of Blacksmihg. Among other rites of 
recognition for contributing to the preservation of the Art of Blacksmithing, 
this corporation shall on occasions confer upon a worthy recipient, who 
must be approved by the Officers and Trustees, an Honorary Degree of 
Doctorate of Philosophy in the Arts of Metalsmithing. Such honorary 
recognition shall be totally without cost or expense to the recipient. "The 
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purposes for whlch the corporation is organized are exclusively religious, 
charitable, scientific, literary, and educational w i t h  the meaning of section 
501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 or the correspondtng 
provision of any future United States Internal Revenue law (and following). 

Article VI specified Officers and Trustees. Proper elections were held and the following slate 
constituted the organization's first "Board of Trustees": 

President: 
Vice President: 
Secretaryltreasure: 
Newsletter Editor: 
Program Chair: 
Trustee No. One: 
Trustee No. Two: 
Trustee No. Three: 
Trustee No. Four: 
Trustee No. Five: 

Willard Smith 
Ray Nager 
Tycee Grice 
Walt Anderson 
Linda Smith 
Clyde Payton 
Skeeter Prather 
Jerry Gricc 
Donald Senterfitt 
Ann Senterfitt 

The Florida Department of State on March 14,1986 lawfully filed such Articles and Bylaws and 
assigned Charter number N13837. The Florida Artist Blacksmith Association was official! 
(Recognition by the U. S. Department of Internal Revenue as a Tax-exempt organization came much 
later - in 199 1). 

The following month, in April, at the request of the President, Clyde Payton replaced Linda 
Smith as state-wide Program Chairman. Notably, President Smith had arranged all programming prior 
to t h s  time! It was at the same April meeting (Jerry and Tycee's shop in Tallahassee) that the group 
elected to have a BIG annual meeting - a two or three day affair. And to have it in October. 

By the first year's end, in May, the FABA boasted eighty (80) dues paid members! The first 
year had been GREAT - a hammer-in somewhere every month except December; a newsletter every 
month except December. Such speaks very well to the quality of the leadership and the faithfulness of 
the fellowsh~p. 

For the record, Hosts and locations of the eleven meetings during the first year are listed: 

June' 85 : 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 
Jan.' 86 
February 
March 
April 
May 

Willard Smith 
Ray Nager 
Doug Rochon 
Dave Ponsler 
Clyde Payton 
Alva Hebert 

no meeting 
Ted Crom 
Charles Ochs 
Walt Anderson 
Jerry Grice 
Alva Hebert 

Tallahassee Jr. Museum 
Tampa 
Ocala 
Jacksonville 
Monticello 
Orange Park 

Melrose 
Largo 
Ocala National Forest 
Tallahassee 
Orange Park 
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Too, no record of the first year could be complete without recognizing other great contributions 
by a number of members. Fred Caylor's conduct of blacksmithing schools for beginners and some 
advanced students, and h s  three day workshop at Clyde Payton's, constituted Giant Steps for getting 
Florida hammering. His donation of a knife for rafflmg-off "to help the Chapter get going" - provided 
$280 badly needed early dollars. Too, he donated a wall mount clock (in the shape of an anvil) for 
auction. Fritz Wilder's donation of the Charles Ochs' forged knife which he had won in an early 
Buck-in-the-Bucket drawing also merits note; as does Charles Ochs' l rect  donation of a Danlascus 
h f e .  There were many others. 

Indeed, the eleven who opened their shops and hosted mcetings, the forthright willingness of the 
experienced to share, instruct, and guide the novices was a great joy to witness, and contributed mightily 
to the success of the Florida Artist Blacksmith Association's first year. 

T'was a good beginning! ! 

At the October 1995 Board of Trustees meeting an official historian position was created. Skeeter 
Prather was nominated and graciously accepted to undertake t h s  task. This historian position will 
become a permant office within the FABA organization. If anyone has any pictures, names, events or 
items that you think might be of interest to the hstorian please send them on to Skeeter Prather at 28 16 
Teny Road; Tallahassee, Florida 323 12. 44 



ANNOUNCING 

New How-To Manual for 
Beginning Blacksmiths Titled: 

101 Metal Projects for the 
Novice Blacksmith 

by 
A1 A. Cannella 

This is a "how-to" shop manual 
for besnning blacksmiths with 
step-by-step explanations and 
clear drawings to insure 
successful completion o f  each 
project. 

A1 & Lida Cannella 
A&L Enterprises 

13 10 Walter Reed Road 
Cookeville, T N  3850 1 

Postpaid in U.S. $29 Canada $29.50 

FOR SALE: Large cast iron 
commercial blower. $175.00. 
Call Ed Crane at 904-893-3212. 

WELDING BOOK 
In honor of their 100th anniversary, 
the Lincoln Electric Co., a world 
leader in welding and cutting 
products, is publishing a special 
13th edition of their "The Procedure 
Hand Book of Arc Welding" $15.00 
(includes shipping & handling). 
Book Division, The Lincoln Electric 
Co., 22801 St. Clair Ave., 
Cleveland, OH 441 17-1 199. For 
$2.00 you can get a lifetime 
subscription to their quarterly 
newsletter, "The Stabilizer" 16 
pages of articles and tips on 
welding, safety, new product 
announcements, and projects sent 
in by readers of the newsletter. 
same address as above. 
Repnnt BGCM's The Hammer & Tong June 

Brooms Tied: Brooms tied for 
your Hearthbroom handles. Bill 
Keener 4013 Sunbeam Avenue 
Chattanooga, TN 3741 1. 615-731- 
3215. 

WANTED: Treadle Hammer. Call 
Harlan Fisher at 941-481-8213. 

Clay Spencer is selling plans for 
his world famous treadle hammer. 
Twelve pages of drawings and a 
material list. Send $7.50 to Clay, 
Rt. 2, Box 509 - C, Murphy, NC 
28906. 

The Blacksmith's Journal 
Jeny Hoffman One year -$32.00 
2 years - $56.00 PO Box 193 

Washington, MO 63090 
31 4-239-7049 

David Oliver Swage blocks & tools 
PO Box 3452, Bristol, TN 37625 

6 15-878-57 12 

WANTED: Beverly Sheers. Call 
Mike Luck at 3054344798. 

FOR SALE: #2 and #3 FLY 
PRESSES! These are hard to 
come by and in great demand. 
E.A. Adams (hand operated screw 
presses) #2 - 1,000.00 

#3 - 1,600.00 
Mounted on cast iron stands 
F.O.B. our dock in N.E., MD. 
Contact Jim Bomba of the Red 
Pepper Forge, Inc. 

PO Drawer C 
North East, MD. 21901 
Phone: 410-287-7851. 

Hardie Hole Tools: Available from 
Blacksmith Tools, 165 Marks 
Avenue, Lancaster, OH 43130. 
Call Robert Poling at 61 4-653-91 99, 
or Norman Wendell, 614-654-2040. 
They have a broad selection of 
tools with stems in 314, 718, 1 and 1 
114 inch sizes. Also 2 inch and 4 
inch mushroom stakes. 

WANTED: Old cowboy stuff; Spurs, 
Saddles, Whips, Chaps, Gun 
leather. Call Doyle Conner, Jr. 
904-922-9435. 

Russ Cashion: Rebuilt Power 
Hammers and equipment 720 Bell 
Rd. Antioch, Tn 37013. Or call 
61 5-731 -32 15. 

FOR SALE: Custom Designed 
Hardie Tools. Allow steel. nine 
separate designs as seen displayed 
at the FABA conference. One inch 
stems. Call Mel Wilber at 904- 
668-0040. 

Heavy duty fry pan blanks (steel). 
Add your own handle for a custom 
fry pan. Approximatly 9" dia, with 
2" sides, 12 ga. (.095") thickness. 
Has two 3/16" holes for handle. 1 
to 4 $7.75 each or 5 - 9 $7.00 
each. 10 or more $6.00 each. 
Shipping $500. Upper Mississippi 
Valley Mercantile, 1607 
Washington Street, Davenport, 
Iowa 52804. 

Cast Iron Bench Plates: 
Unbreakable nodular iron 7-11' x 
29- 114 " copied from an old plate. 
$199 plus shipping. 3% UPS . 
Robert leonard Tinsmith; 1909 Lex- 
Ontario Rd. Lexington, OH 44904. 
4 1 9-884-0285. 

Plans for mini tire bender: 
Available for $500 from Ed Grove. 
RR #I Box 527 Brownfield, ME 
04010 

Peddinghaus tools: Timbercove 
Trading Co.; 121 H Street; 
Petaluma, CA 94952. Phone 707- 
778-8261. FAX 707-778-0524. 

Walt Scadden's buisness tape: 
This tape has received excellent 
reviews in newsletters across the 
country. The information applies to 
all types of crafts people and is 
presented in a forthright, no 
nonsense manner. Copies of 
Walt's tape "Twelve ways to help 
you survive in buisness as an artist, 
craftsman or creative person" are 
available from him at: PO Box 
81 16 Buckland Station; Manchester 
CT 06040. 

Norm Larson Books: For a free 
catalog call 805-735-2095. 
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I)e~uiis & 1)alinda Smith Mark & Beth Latner Kichard klirt Frank & I)awl Oldhanl 
3725 Gordy Koad 6419 SW CR 344 25 17 West lake  Dr. 2 129 Muskingum Ave. 
Ft. Pierce, F1, 34945 I'renton, E'l, 32693 Deland, FI, 32720 Cocoa, Ff, 32926 
H: 407-468-2378 H: 904-463-7701 H: 904-734-6602 H: 407-633-4531 

James Class 
PO Box 393 
Bell, FL 3261 9 
t-I: 81 3-868-8439 
W: 904-935-3916 

Garv & Tenv Wade 

James & Claire Zuhlke 
190 Griff-in Rd. 
Cocoa, FI, 32926 
H: 407-633-7373 

Leigh & Daqle Ann 
Nichols 
51 18 CR 300-A 

William & Laura 
Robertson, Sr. 
1 980 Tarpon Rd. 
Naples, FL 33962 
H: 94 1-774-2 195 

Mac Peters 

Koger & Kitty Wallace 
4902 Collins Lane 
Tampa, FL 33603 
H: 813-239-3261 
W: 813-238-8495 

5408 fIondodway Lake Panasotlkee, FL 16332 Franderson Lane 
Orlando, FL 32810 33538 Jacksonville, FL 32226 Rickie Hanshew & Lynn 
H: 407-298-5035 H: 904-793-80 18 H: 904-757-8920 Yarborough 

Ernie & Sandy Grospitch Fred & Kim Kingery 
PO Box 1016 

Janles Fagan Geneva, FL 32732 
18440 Atnityville St. 465 Springwood Ct. 109 S. 17th Ave. 1 I: 407-349-5990 
Orlando, FL 32820 Longwood, FI, 32750 Lake Worth, FL 33460 W: 407-657-5032 
H: 407-568-5438 H: 407-830-9871 

*This list does not include the 25 plus members who signed up at the annual conference. Those new members will 
appear in the December issue. Current membership now exceeds 300. A new up to date ~~len~bership &rectory 
will be included in the January 1996 issue. 


