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October Conference Update 

Two of the three demonstrators are now lined We'll have sign-up sheets at the conference, but 
up (Jerry Hoffmann and Hank Knickmeyer), if you can make a commitment now, it might 
approximately 80% of the family program is lessen the probability of my commitment later 
booked, and an expanded beginning I'll be at the April state meeting, so if you have 
blacksmithing course is in the works What we any questions, please track me down. 
(that's me and my ulcer) need now are 
volunteers - how about volunteering to be Steve Bloom, Program Chair 
* crt? crsslstant to a demorlslralor -- get up 
close and hear what he's really saying and 
doing from the best seat in the house, get to 
track me down and see me whimper when you 
tell me what went wrong, get involved -- even 
for just one session 
* help ~11th cor?ference sehr/, -- we'll need 
warm bodies on Friday - especially for setting 
up the beginning smithing class, so if you are 
taking the class this year, consider lending a 
hand with the equipment you'll be using (and 
figure out which is the best setup to grab when 
the class starts) 
* help w~th the reg~strat~on, aldctlo~z, mld 
sales -- we should really lighten the load on 

F the usual reliable souls and it's a great way to 
meet the membership! 

M E M B E R S H I P  D U E S  

THE F A B A  MEMBERSHIP YEAR RUNS THROUGH THE 

END OF A P R I L  EACH YEAR. THAT MEANS 

MEMBERSHIP DUES MUST BE PAID BY MAY 1 OF EACH 

YEAR TO CONTINUE YOUR MEMBERSHIP,  INCLUDING 

BENEFITS LIKE YOUR SUBSCRIPTION TO THE 
F L O R I D A  C L I N K E R  B R E A K E R .  THE MAILING LABEL 

ON YOUR NEWSLETTER CONTAINS THE DATE THAT 

YOUR MEMBERSHIP EXPIRES. I F  IT  EXPIRES I N  1995, 
S E N D  YOUR DUES NOW--$ 15.00 PER YEAR--TO: 

PATTY DRAPER, 
FABA SECRETARY/TREASURER 

APPLECROSS FORGE 

R T .  7 BOX 1082 C 
TALLAHASSEE, FL 32308 



Upcoming Events 

The calendar includes events of interest to the blacksmithing community. Florida Artist Blacksmith Association (FABA) 
sponsored events are highlighted in bold typeface. The regions have no boundaries - everyone is welcome everywhere. Come to 

more than one if you can. We hold regular monthly meetings in each region (except that we all try to get together at one 
Statewide Meeting each quarter) on the following Saturdays of each month: NE-lst, NW-2nd, SE-3rd, SW-last. The actual dates 

may vary from month to month; check the schedule below. We also hold short board meetings at the quarterly statewide 

meetings, and a board meeting and general membership meeting at the annual conference. Our meetings are informal 

gatherings around the forge. Prospective members are always welcome. Come for all or any part of a meeting, bring your tools, 

or just watch. Most meetings run from 9AM to 4PM, and you'll need to bring a lunch if you stay all day, unless otherwise noted. 

If you have any questions about meetings please contact the Regional Coordinators listed below: 

Northeast Region: Mike Schmidt (407) 855-3347 
Northwest Region: Clyde Payton (904) 997-3627 
Southeast Region: Ray Reynolds (407) 793-2452 
Southwest Region: Lewis Riggleman (904) 52 1-351 5 

April 1995 
Maps for April rneetiilgs are on page 3 arid 4. 

NE April 1 Pioneer Art Settlement. Barberville, Florida. 
NW April 8 Statewide Meeting. Clyde & Vi Payton's Forge. Monticello, Florida. 

Lunch will be served. See page 4 for details of this event. 
April 8-1 6 The Southeastern Rendezvous. Lloyd, F1. 

SE April 2 5 Ray & Anne Reynolds' forge. Royal Palm Beach, Florida. 

SW April 29 Crowley Museum & Nature Center. Sarasota, Florida. 

May 1995 
Maps.fi~r the May n7eetir2g.s will he iri the next i.ssrie. 

NE May6  Steve & Kimmy Bloom's Iron Flower Forge. Archer, Florida. For more 
information see page 6 of this issue. 

NW May 13 No meeting. Try to attend the Southeast Regional Blacksmith Conference 
May 19 & 20 SE Regional Conference in Madison GA (205)-729-6269 for conf. info. 
SE May 20 Ray & Anne Reynolds' forge. Royal Palm Beach, Florida. 
SW May 27 Crowley Museum & Nature Center. Sarasota, Florida. 

June 1995 
NE June 3 N.E. region meeting location to be announced. 

NW June 10 Wakulla Springs Lodge, Wakulla, FL. Two demonstrators representing 
1600 and 1800 style blacksmithing, plus a guided tour of the architectural 
ironwork at the lodge. 

SE June 17 S.E. region location to be announced. 
SW June 24 Crowley Museum & Nature Center. Sarasota, Florida. * 
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Northeast Region 

Settlement \\ 
Hi hway 17 i 

To New 

Southeast Region 

Southwest Region 

SE REGION 
Ray & Anne Reynolds 

11064 Sunset Blvd. 
Royal Palm Buch, F'L 33411 

(407) 793-2452 

a 

CROWLEY 
MUSEUM AND 

NATURECENTER 

rn ... VERNARD. 



April StateMdle meet3.ngg 

Hosted by Clyde and Vi Payton near Monticello, Florida on April 8, 1995 Don't forget to bring: 
A 

Tools for the tailgate sales. For more details refer to the March 
Your sketch pad or camera. issue of 7he Florida Clinker Breaker 
Donated items for the "buck-in-the-bucket" 
Handmade tools for "show and tell". 
A covered dish if you wish. 
Your whole famib for lots of fin 4 

DIRECTIONS TO THE STATEWIDE MEETING 
From 1-10 in Jefferson County to Payton's forge is 7.3 miles. Exit 1-10 on State road 59 in Lloyd. Turn 
south and go 6.1 miles to US 27. Go Straight across US 27 (4 lanes); go .3 mile. At the first road you 
come to, Old St. Augustine Rd., turn left; go east .6 mile. Turn right onto the first road you come to, a dirt 
road with a green sign saying Payton Rd. Go south .3 mile to the third mailbox on the right. If you get lost 
call 904-997-3627 

PUT A HARDY HOLE IN YOUR VISE 

Reprinted fkom The Blacksmiths' Guild of the Potomac, 
July/August 1994 



THE NORTHWEST REGIONAL MEETING 
by ('[vde I'c~ytoti, I<egzo?ml I'rograrn I horzl'r?mtoi- 

The Northwest meeting was held at the APPLECROSS FORGE of PATTY DRAPER and BILL 
ROBERTSON on Saturday, March 11,  1995 BOYll! what beautifid weather1 What a beautiful 
setting for an outing1 Bill and Patty's shop is located in very rural Northeast Leon County about 
20 miles east of Tallahassee This APPLECROSS FORGE and HOMESTEAD is situated in 
some of the most beautifid hardwood forest that you have ever seen Their shop - while small by 
some standards - is about as well equipped as you can get one. Also nearby PATTY has a prolific 
herb and vegetable garden which I always enjoy a walk in. 

When I arrived the fires were already aglow at several forge stations inside and out of the shop. 
What I appreciated was a huge pot of coffee with all the fixings and doughnuts and cookies just 
waiting ready for the early arrivals. 

Doctor E. Charlton ("Skeeter") PRATHER was our chief demonstrator of the day. The theme of 
the program was HINGE making. Skeeter demonstrated how to make early American and 
Spanish hinges. I'm gonna tell ya' - Skeeter is one good BLACKSMITH!!! But there is an 
equally valuable talent which Skeeter has - - it is his excellent detailed explanations of what and 
how to do it as he goes through each step of his demos. He goes to great efforts to explain every 
step and answer every question. This is the mark of a GOOD TEACHER. Over thirty members 
and guests showed up from several of the different regions of Florida and some came from south 
Alabama and south Georgia! Attendance was very good. 

Patty prepared a most abundant lunch for this bunch - - -chicken dishes, fish dishes, salads, 
vegetables, fruits, breads, drinks, and all the trimmings. I especially enjoyed the SOUR DOUGH 
BREAD which was made and brought by MICHAEL (Murf) MURPHY -Murf, have you been 
hiding some of your great talents? 

There were two unusual and very nice Auxiliary programs which Bill and Patty had prepared for 
us. At the registration table was a box, pens and paper. You were to write down any blacksmith 
question which was on your mind, drop it in the box. At lunch time the questions were read and a 
volunteer "expert" on the subject gave an answer. This provided to be a very worthwhile idea, 
and sparked some very lively conversation at lunch time. Many good questions were asked and 
answered on the subject of blacksmithing. My favorite question which someone put in the box 
was . . . "What's for lunch?'The other auxiliary program which we all enjoyed after lunch was a 
video movie entitled ABANA Comes Of Age. This is a 20-minute video of a juried Metal Art 
display at the National Ornamental Metal Museum in Memphis, Tennessee. The tape narrated 
and showed many prize winning items of metal art work done by some of America's most talented 
blacksmiths. 

The afternoon was devoted to "free" forge time at the several forge stations for anyone inclined 
to "do his owrl thing". 1 noticed that Jim Croft made a quite handsome fire rake and poker, Doyle 
Conner made three knives from railroad spikes and others made a variety of items that I would 
have liked to have bad myself The rest of us sat around on stump chairs and shared great 
"TRUTHS" on thGart of BLACKSMITHING! 



NORTHEAST NEWS 

-mG 
by Steve Bloom, Program Chairman 

WHEN: May 6,1995 
WHERE: IronFlo~wr- Forge (Steve % Kirnmy Bloom's) 
WHY: 

Construction of centercor-e Damascus blades (Hey - if the first two worked, what could go 
wrong with the next two?). 

Denlonstrations of quasi-production jigs for: 
Candle sockets and dishes 
Inexpensive candleholders - guaranteed cash flow generators 
Herpetological candleholders - another use for snakes 
Ilumcane lantenls - more fun with glass chimneys 
Pot racks - (not that kind!) 

Lunch -we'll be providing chili (two "heat" levels - mix to your own tolerances) and salad 
Buck-in-the-Bucket - help rnove stuff from one smith's junk pile to your collection 
T-shirts (with the new logo) - don't wait till October (and don't make me carry all of them to 

the conference) 

Don't miss the best meeting to be held at this site this year! er ... okay, so there is only one - 
but don't miss it anyway! 

n 4 m n m G R E P R E P ~  
by Mike Schmidt, Northeast Region Program Coordinator 

March's meeting at Jim Corbet's Vagabond Forge, had a very fine turn out with 26 people in 
attendance. The subject of the meeting was forge welding. Jim demonstrated a split weld a "T" weld or 
butt weld, a lap weld including proper scarfing and a split weld. One of Jim's many cautions was to make 
everyone aware of the anvil "stealing" the heat from the stock during the welding process. He also had a 
nice trick when making up his own flux (113 iron filings & 213 borax). He has a magnet mounted under 
his bandsaw to collect the waste. Jim also demonstrated how to forge a cross for services. 

Jim & Gloria served up a great lunch of shrimp gumbo and rice. I Qd notice none was left over. 
Jim's famous (infamous!!) green sauce was available for those who had never tried it. 

Lots of good stories and some fine cut iron work (plasma Cut) was demonstrated. 

February's meeting was held at J.C. Hawkin's forge in Morriston. Tico Rubio demonstrated-the 
welding, shaping & grinding of a cable knife.-Things of special note during construction were: clean the 
cable through and through. You must disassemble the cable and clean out all the grease and sand. Use 
minimal spirits or acetone. Reassemble the cable and weld with an arc welder on one end. On the other 
weld a "sucker rod" handle. Tico emphasized on the first heat to tighten the cable twist after the tip was 
forge welded. The key was to tighten until the cable "squeaked and hold against the twist until cooled. 
This wil1,help eliminate voids when you finish welding up the billet. All the welding was done in a swage 
block set in the hardy hole. The nice thing about this kind of welding is that you not only feel the weld as it 
occurs but you hear it as well. 

There were 26 members in attendance and the food -- it was great, and it was healthy! Our fine 
repast was prepared and served by Jonnie Curry and Mary & Cliff Hawkins. Congrats it was GREAT!!! 
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PROFILE: SKEETER PRATHER 
by Patty Draper 

If you have been involved in 
blacksmithing in Florida for any amount of 
time, you know of Charlton (Skeeter) Prather. 
He served on the initial board of trustees of 
FABA. Upbeat, exceedingly fnendly, helpful, 
even a bit of a jester, he's the life of any FABA 
meeting. But Skeeter contributes in another 
important way: he constantly provides 
demonstrations of blacksmithing to the public. 
In fact, Skeeter typically devotes over 50 days 
per year to demonstrating his craft for the 
public! 

Skeeter is the resident blacksmith at the 
San Louis mission site in Tallahassee, 
demonstrating Spanish blacksmithing of 1696. 
Twice a month, on average, Skeeter dons the 
blacksmith's garb of this period. fires up a bellows-powered clay forge heled with charcoal (instead of 
coal), and replicates the techniques common to that time. He uses only the tools and materials he is 
able to confirm were used by smiths of the period, based on his own research into accounts from the 

@ 1600s. He frequently consults Southwe.~tern ('olonial ironwork by Simmons & Turley, which contains 
the only published account of the period, and also utilizes old Spanish texts translated by the mission's 
own Dr. John Hann. These texts include ships bills of lading, listing size and weight of iron loaded 
onto the ships and what was produced from specific stock. 

Skeeter is also the master smith of residence of the Stephen Foster State Folk Culture Center in 
White Springs, Florida, and demonstrates four times a year for five to ten days each time. At White 
Springs he adopts and shows the techniques of a smith of the 1900s. He is also responsible for 
documenting that the forge used at Wlute Springs is authentic equipment for the period represented by 
the craft village. Sometimes he demonstrates the same period at the Pioneer Village in the Ocala 
National Forest, filling in for FABA member Jim Corbet, the resident smith. 

Each year, Skeeter participates as a Spanish blacksmith reenactor for the time trail at the 
DeSoto site in Tallahassee. He is scheduled to demonstrate at a three-day time trail event this 
November for the American Museum Association (a time trail is a series of reenactors or reenactor 
groups situated along a trail, each in the dress of a selected time period and demonstrating an 
occupation of the period). He frequently fires up his portable forge at "craft days" at elementary 
schools throughout the Panhandle. Skeeter also serves as a consultant to the National Park Service on 
its blacksmith projects. Last, but not least, Skeeter is a popular and frequent demonstrator at the 
northwest region meetings of FABA. 

Beyond being permitted to sell some of his work in the gift shop at White Springs, Skeeter 
receives no payment for demonstrating. So, what does he get out of it? you might ask. 
"Demonstrating blacksmithing is hn ,  fun, fun!" Skeeter exclaims. He encourages all FABA members 
to demonstrate the craft. "You shouldn't be afraid that someone will criticize your technique," he says. 
"In fact, it's rare that anyone in your audience will know anything about blacksmithing. If they do, and 

their technique differs from yours, they'll probably chalk it up to individual preferences and will just be 



interested in seeing your technique. He says demonstrating for school kids is a good way to begin 
because the kids are always amazed by the red hot iron. Skeeter reports that his audiences enjoy seeing 
nails and other "trinkets" that can be forged in 15 minutes or less. Adults also eat up his running 
dialogue of blacksmith trivia: "What's the word 'anvil' mean?" "What are the five knctions of a 
blacksmith?" He is weary of one question asked all too often: "Do you make horseshoes?" To the 
latter he responds: "A horseshoe is to the blacksmith as a biscuit is to the baker--just one of a 
multitude of things he produces. " 

Skeeter faces an exciting challenge in the coming months. He is the blacksmith consultant for a 
University of Louisiana project to reenact the 1529 Florida expedition of Panfilo de Narvaez. Narvaez 
was an early Spanish explorer who visited Florida 21 years before Hernando DeSoto. Narvez and his 
group of 500+ explorers, who came to Florida via Cuba, missed their ship back. So they set out to 
build ships at what is present day St. Marks. Essential to their mission was the creation, in iron, of 
fasteners for the ships' rigging. Swords and other armaments, bits from their horses' bridles and 
horseshoes were used for this purpose but only after hammer, anvil and tongs were eked out of these 
limited materials. So far, Skeeter has forge welded together horseshoes to produce a hammer, tongs 
and an anvil plate of sorts. 

Skeeter spent time while a youngster in a classic blacksmith shop in Jasper, Florida, but he 
credits Alex E. Bealer's book, The Art of Blacksmithing, with igniting his interest in recreating the 
techniques and processes used by the smiths of times past. He challenges us all to ask how 
blacksmithing got where it is today. Sandwiched in between his childhood and his active retirement 
schedule, Skeeter earned a degree in medicine and was involved with the state's health system for more 
than 35 years, serving as Florida's State Health Officer and State Epidemiologist. 

SKEETER SAYS THAT MERE ARE ONLY FIVE 
FUNCTIONS M A T  A BLACKSMrrH PERFORMS: 

DRAWING DOWN 
UPSEITING 
CLPrrING OR SPLITING 
WELDING 
BENDING OR WISTING 

EVERYTHING THAT A BLACKSMm MAKES 
USES ONE OR MORE OF THESE METHODS TO 
HIS OR HER OWN LEVEL OF SK lU  AND VISION 

If qou know o{ a F A M  rnernlxr wIlose activities would 

tYi of interest to other.s, contact me o p  stlbrnit an apticle. 

Ldi'or 
0 1995 Sue E lh  Xunter 



John C. Campbell Scholarship Report 
By I,ouls H ("IJncle Bud';) Grreshop 

Can an artist blacksmith make a good living at his trade? Jeff Mohr thinks so and does so! Making the 
usual (I wants) selling them at fairs, shows and demonstrations is an education in itself (Blacksmiths 
College). It is a source of income that can't be overlooked. If you sell your wares to a consignment shop 
get your money up front. If it doesn't sell, buy it back from the consignment shop. This way you have 
control. Sometimes these shops disappear and so do your wares, to be sold at a flea market or elsewhere. 

People with wealth want the finer things in their homes and offices. Architecture design is the thing. 
Fancy iron gates, banisters, fireplace sets, iron and glass tables, iron lamps, etc. You have to keep an 
inquisitive mind learning more than the norm. Look at a banister and the stairs. How would you get the 
proper rise, degrees or angle? How are you at welding? Can you design and draw? In your free time, 
enjoy the iron work of other masters asking yourself how did they make that? Observe nature and try to 
make that leaf and acorn incorporating it in your design. Good work and happy customers will create 
demand. He has a good blacksmith from the old school in Germany worlung in his shop. His name is 
Hoofie and here are a few of Hoofie's sayings: 

.t. Never sit on an anvil it is dsrespectful to the former blacksmith who might have owned and used 
it. Besides it could be hot and you might bum something. 

4 It is the custom in Germany to put your poker and shovel across the coal and firebox on a forge 
in a form of an X at the end of the day when the fire is out. This way the people in the 
village know it's safe and they don't have to worry about the sparks starting a fire at night. 

4 At gatherings of blacksmiths it is customary to give a standing ovation to the oldest blacksmith 
when he arrives. 

4 There is a superstition that if you leave your hammer on an anvil at night someone in the shop 
will have bad luck the following day. Hoofie doubted this and left a hammer on the anvil. 
Sure enough the following day his boss got kicked while shoeing a horse. 

I would like to thank FABA for the scholarship and highly recommend any class at the John C. Campbell 
Folk School. If one wants to go full time into blacksmithing Jeff Mohr's class is a must. Jeff is scheduled 
to demonstrate at the Southeast Regional Blacksmith conference (Madison GA) in May. 

AXLE ROD DENDING JIG 
6y ~@LS Bancroft 

I have found that I can make consistent bends 
with ease using a bending jig I made from an old 
axle. Using either a four, five, six, or eight lug 
axle produces practically any combination of 
bends a blacksmith could need. The easiest 
method I have found to make such a jig involves 
cutting the axle with a cutting torch, roughing the 
fit for the hardy with a torch, and either grinding 
or hammering the final fit onto the end of the axle 
rod. You can make some adapters that can be 
held on with the lug nuts that will enable precise 
and consistent bends of other angles. 

Lugs 

Axel rod cut to  
squore with torch 
& ground to f ~ t  

- Hordy hole. 

at Old Jupiter Forge - Tallahassee. FL. 



AN EASY TO BUILD, EFFECTIVE PROPANE FORGE 

( B A S E D  ON A  D E S I G N  B Y  HANS PEOT)  
By Russell VulIo 

REPRINTED FROM THE OCMULGEE CHAPTER OF ABANA 

The forge that-1-recently completed ( with bladesmithing in 
mind), is 24" long- and built .of -10" diameter pipe. The two 
burners were constructed by screwing a 1-1/4"x 3 /4"  pipe 
coupling to a piece of 3/411 pipe about 8 "  long. Across the 
large end of the coupling,whicki forms a venturi, a piece of 
3/811 pipe that is drilled with a .040 hole is tack welded. 
The drilled hole which is alligned so that it is pointed down 
the center of the 3/411 burner pipe, serves as a gas jet. 
These two burners are then welded into the 24"pipe that forms 
the firebox at such an angle as to cause the flame to travel 
in a circular path around the outside perimeter of the 
firebox. This circular pa-th causes the heated gas to re- 
circulate within the firebox adding to the effectiveness of 
the forge. A.2" layer of Kao-wool is then installed inside 
the firebox before the 2 ends are welded on (the ends are 
also covered in a layer of kao-wool). The ends are provided 
with access openings of 4x4" prior to welding in place. 
Sliding doors are made of 1/2"plate and ride in rails made by 
welding 1/211 angle iron to the firebox ends.Along with some 
plumbing, an on off valve, and a pressure gauge (with a 0-50 
psi range) completes the parts list. A high pressure (35psi) 
regulator will be needed for your tank. 

The forge reaches welding temperatures quickly and works 
very well in the manufacture of cable damascus. I found that 
the flux eats the Kao-wool about like ga.co1.ine e?tc styrof~ca 
,making a ceramic or firebrick bottom a neccessity if you 
intend to use flux in the forge. It will generate forging 
temperatures at about 5 psi which will use up a 2C lb bottle 
of propane in about 8 hours. Welding temperatures result when 
the forge is supplied with 15-20 psi. 

The forge is very quiet, especially at the lower pressurE 
settings. The only unpleasent thing about the forge is the 
amount of radiant heat that you must contend with (and the 
propane bill you have to pay). 

The design of this forge allows for working from either or 
both ends.It would probally cost in the nieghborhood of $100 
or so to build.( Mine was somewhat less as I used salvaged 
materials wherever possible. ) 

AS WITH ALL ASPECTS OF BLACKSMITHING, THERE ARE DANGERS 
INVOLVED IN BUILDING AND OPERATING THE FORGE DESCRIBED IN 
THIS ARTICLE. IF YOU CHOOSE TO USE THIS INFORMATION YOU DO SO 
AT YOUR OWN RISK!!! Be especially careful in lighting the 
forge. ( I light mine by turning the gas OFF, inserting a 
flaming wad of paper on the end of a stick then slowly 
opening the gas valve. ) 

( Note: Jeff Mohr had some extra Kao-wool a while back that 
he might be willing to sell. A1 Fouche, Terry Ellerbee, or 
Buster Grubbs may have some left over from building thier 
forges as well. ) 

If you need clarification or additional information give me 
a call at (912) 477-3874. 
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. PIPE COUPU+,IG 

PRESSVRE GAUGE 



Al3 A Artist-Blacksmiths' Association of North America 

P.O. Box 1181, Nashville, Indiana 47448 
Executive Secretary, Janelle Gilbert 

Office Hours: 9:00 am - 5:00 pm 
Phone & FAX: (812) 988-6919 

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
March 1995 

Dear ABANA Chapters, 

Did that groundhog lie or what? On February 2nd that ole groundhog led us to believe that spring 
was just around the corner. I don't know about your part of the country, but where I live it is still very 
much winter as I write this. Perhaps by the time you read it we will notice a change, I hope so. 

We have a new second vice president. George Dixon resigned from that office after becoming 
editor of The Hammer's Blow. The directors elected Lou Mueller to fill the vacancy. Many of us saw 
a large measure of the results of Lou's talent and effort at the 1994 Conference. My  thanks to George for 
serving as second vice president and to Lou for filling the unexpired term. 

Much of ABANA's work i s  accomplished by committees. All of the members of the board serve 
on more than one committee. Enclosed i s  a list of the committees along with a director's address and 
phone list to our chapters. We hope this will bring about more communication between the Board and 
the membership. And perhaps seeing what the function of each committee i s  may help someone t e  
decide to run for the Board in our next election. 

Liability that may be incurred by Chapters and members has been the subject of much discussion 
lately. It is an important subject and deserves your attention. The insurance program now available to 
Chapters has been a positive step. There have been some rough spots. John Pollins continues to spend 
a lot of effort overcoming any problems that crop up. Another step that can help overcome liabilities is 
to incorporate your chapter. Some of the Chapters are incorporated; for those that are not, some 
information about how to proceed with incorporation will soon be made available as the result of a joint 
effort by Hans Peot, John Pollins and Andy Quittner. I recommend that you give i t  some serious thought. 

Back to the bad weather for a moment . . . Many of us need a heat source other than the forge 
in our shop during the winter. This, of course, increases our chances of having a fire hazard. Do what 
you must for comfort but practice safety here just as you do for everything else in the shop. Safety pays 
high dividends. 

Sincerely, 

ABANA President 



SOME HINTS by Steve Bloom (IronFlower Forge) 

r 

Hint I: After getting totally frustrated gnawinglfilinglgouging a hole for a tang in a piece of 
Indian stag, I thought 'There MUST be a better way': Get a 114" pneumatic die 
grinder (22000rpm - $14.99 Cat# 32045-IUC Harbor ~ r e i ~ h t l )  and a 114 rotary side- 
cutting bit (Ace Hardware?). Crank that puppy up and bore the stag -- it's fast, it's 
easy, it stinks (but it gets the job done). Incidentally, the die grinder combined with a 
carbide rounded tree bit makes a wonderfui clean up tool for welds, reaming, and 
eliminating some hand filing. 

Hint 11: Check out Brownells (51 5) 623-5401 for some neat knife-making products - like PBC 

8 non-scale compound (coat a blade a t  600F, run up to 1550, quench, and  have no scale 
to remove!) or water-repellant oil or blueing salts or.... Get a catalog and see. 

FLORIDA ARTIST BLACKSMITH ASSOCIATION, INC. 
FWANCIAL REPORT--1994 

Pafty Draper, F m A  Secretaryflreasurer 

INCOME 
DUES $3630.00 
SALES 

Shtrts, pins 985.00 
Coal 1840.00 

ANNUAL STATE MEETING 6192.60 
ANNUAL AUCTION 4509.50 
MADISON CONFERENCE 2000.00 
BUCK IN THE BUCKET 301.00 
SALES ("How to" books) 12.00 
MISCELLANEOUS INCOME 30.00 
3-ANVIL TICKET SALES 769.50 

TOTAL INCOME 20,269.60 

EXPENSES 
MDSE. FOR RESALE 

Pins 310.00 
Shirts 478.80 
Coal 1411.85 
Other fund raising expense 95.40 

ANNUAL STATE MEETING 791 1.95 
NEWSLETTER 

Printing 1020.58 
Postage 1302.87 

POSTAGE-ADMINISTRATIVE 239.58 
OFFlCE EXPENSES 126.03 
BANK CHARGES 55.00 
TELEPHONE 115.: 
HONORARIA TO DEMONSTRATORS 400.( 
DONATIONS FOR HISTORICAL. DEVELOPMENT 200.0~ 
TAXESILICENSESJFEES 61.25 

TOTAL EXPENSES 13,729.07 

Harbor Freight 1-800-423-2567 -- if you don't know about these folks, call and ask for a catalog 



FOR SALE: 
.A new never used post vise 
and anvil combination. 
05 different DIES which will 
shim fit in 50 or 25 pound power 
hammers. The working surfaces 
of these dies range in sizes from 
7" x 2 112 down to 3 112 x 1 
314". One is very flat, one is flat 
with beveled edges, one is a 
fullering die, one is a crown top 
for straight or side fullering, and 
one is a compound die for flat 
and fullering use. Would like to 
sell all five for one money. 
.Champion 400 blower, perfect 
shape. 
.Anvils up to 400 Ibs. 
.Antique tools of every 
description, kind, make, use, 
function and whimsy. 
Call Clyde Payton at (904) 997- 
3627 anvtime for auotes. 

WANTED - Power hammer. 
Call Bill Roberts. H(904) 687- 
2959; W(904) 351-5512. 

WANTED - Small "Little 
Giant" power hammer. Not too 
expensive. Call Richard Hunter 
(904) 462-3150. 

WANTED - Small hand blower 
for a portable forge. Call Mike 
Murphy (904) 421-6622. 

FOR SALE: Belt sander 1 Hp 
4 8  belt. Johnson 147 S Heat 
Treat Fumace for natural gas or 
LP. Johnson 9000.s.s. Melting 
furnace & other stuff. Call Don 
Walker (81 3) 725-5090. 

WANTED - Blower (bank drive- 
in type) as shown at the state 
meeting in Barbewille. Call Mel 
Wilber (904) 668-0040 

WANTED - Small post vise with 
jaws 3 or less. Also misc. 
tinsmithing tools. Call Bill 
Robertson at Applecross Forge 
W(904) 681-0881 ; H(904) 668- 
2876. 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

Steve and Myra Hurst 
2305 Phillips Rd. 
Cottondale, FL 3243 1 
H :  904-579-4473 
W :  904-526-4919 

Art and Cindy Schlaudraff 
10327 Ohio Ave. 
Thonotosassa, FL 33592 
H :  813-986-2268 

Joel and Jo Clark 
663 Marsh Hen Lane 
Femandina Beach, FL 32034 
H: 904-321-2 1 16 

kdge  and Ruth Leedom 
1209 Peridot Lane 
Sun City Center, FL 33573 
H: 813-633-3359 

Larry and Linda Burke 
PO Box 1402 
Deleon Springs, FL 32130 
W/H:  985-4539 

Tom and Petra Osbome 
7200 Thompson Rd 
Hypoluxo, FL 33462 
W/H: 407-433-4719 

Kevin Lyon / Cathy Thomas 
Rt 2 Box 4958-2 
Crawfordville, FL 32327 
H: 904-926-2564 

Don and Janet Nine 
12459 104th Terr. No. 
Largo, FL 34648 
H :  813-391-7710 
W :  813-384-0058 I 
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WANTED - Tinsmithing tools. 
Call Pete or Mary Brandenburg 
(407) 833-2708. 299 Granada 
Rd, West Palm Beach,33401. 

FOR SALE: 8 x I I gauge 
sheet metal shear. Scroll 
bender up to 114 x 2" flat. 
Hosfield bender and many dies. 
Motor shop crane. Welding 
table 5x20' or two 5' x 10'. Misc 
hand tools. 
Call Jeny Grice H(904) 421- 
4788; W(904) 878-1977. 

WANTED - Power roller with 
capacity up to 112" mild steel, 
store bought or homemade. 
Also jewelers hand roller and 
25# Little Giant flat dies. Call 
Lany Tankersley. (904) 375- 
2463 or (904) 336-3858. 

WANTED - All types of old 
cowboy gear : saddles, spurs, 
whips, holsters etc. Call Doyle 
Conner Jr. (904) 922-9435 

7711s drop hammer was manufactured before 
900 h.v Millramas, Cf 'hlte (e Co , ~ ~ o l r n e  Illrnors 
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FABA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
Florida Artist Blacksmith Association, Inc. 

Chapter of ABANA, Inc. 

Date New Renewal 

Name 

Addrcss 

City SLatc Zip 
Home Business 
Phone Phone 
Spousc's namc 

Are you interested in procuring: 
( ) anvil ( ) coal ( ) hand tools 
( ) post vise ( ) blower ( ) forge 
( ) other 

Send this application and a membership fee of 
$15.00 to: 

** I r 

?< 
Patty Drapcr. FABA SecrctaryITreasurtx 
Applecross Forge 
Rt. 7 Box 1082 C 
Tallahassee, FL 32308 

Make check out to FABA. The FABA membership 
year begins May 1. New memberships received after 
Jan. 3 1 also cover the iollowing membership year. 
Membership is for a family. Your don't have to be 
an ABAN'A member to join FABA, but many FABA 
members are, and we encourage membership in both 
organizations. 

ABANA MEMBERSHKP APPLICATION , 

Artist Blacksmith Association of 
North America, Inc. 

Name 

Address 

City State Zip 

Phone 

The abovenamed applies for membership in the 
Artist Blacksmith Association of North America and 
encloses as annual membership dues for 
one year. Checks must be U.S. funds. 
Membership includes a subscription to the Anvil's 
Ring and The Hammer's Blow. 

Credit Card No. 
VISA ( 1 
MasterCard ( ) 
E'qiration date 

full ti& student (1 yr only) $30/year 
regul& membership $3 Slyear 

-%enior ci en (age 65+) $ZO/year Y jrverseas a mai l  $70/year 
overseas surface mail $50/year 
contributory membership $100/year 
public library subscription $25/year 

Call (812) 988-6919 to charge your membership to 
VISA or MasterCard or make a check to ABANA 
and send to: 

ABANA 
POBos 1181 

Nashville, IN 47448 

" 



The Norida CUNKER BREAKER 
FLORIDA ARTIST BLACKSMITH ASSOCLATION 
Bill Robertson Editor 
Rt. 7 BOX 1082-C 
Tallahassee, Florida 32308 

The Florida Artist Blacksmith Association - Chapter of Artist Blacksmith Association of North America, Inc. [FABA] is a 501(c)(3), non- 

profit educational organization whose purposes are to teach, promote, and preserve the art of blacksmithing Contributions are tax- 

deductible to the extent provided by law. FABA publishes The Florida Clinker Breaker monthly, and FABA membership includes a 

subscription. We solicit correspondence and unpaid articles on any subjects related to FABA's purposes. ABANA chapter newsletters 
may reprint non-copyrighted material if it is credited to the author and this newsletter. You need the author's permission to reprint 

copyrighted material unless otherwise noted. 


