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ALL YOU EVER WANTED TO KNOW ABOUT SANDPAPER 
Thurmond Chaff in 

@ 

There are 22 grades (grits) of sandpaper. Grades are based on 
screens through which the abrasives are sifted. Grade 12 is coarsest, 

I 
decreasing in 22 grades to the finest, which is 600 (the higher the num- 
ber, the finer the grit). Some papers are listed as coarse, medium, and 

I 
I fin~pproximately 40, 60, and 100 grit respectively. In addition to 

the 22 grades, there are 9 micron sizes. 60 micron is coarsest 
(approximately 240 grit), decreasing to micron, which is microscopic 
and equivalent to grade 50,000. 

A number of minerals, both natural and manmade, are used for abra- 
sives. These minerals are bonded to several different backings (paper, 

I 
cloth, fiber, etc.) with a variety of glues. All are tailored to spe- 

i cific applications. 

Florida Artist Blacksmith Association--Chapter of ABANA, Inc. 
Established May 18, 1985 Treasury: $9186.08 Membership: 174 

SOURCE FOR WHEELWRIGHTING EQUIPMENT 

FABA member Bill Gichner, whose business is buying and selling met- / @alworking tools, now has wheelwrighting gear for sale. Write to Bill at 

/ Box 8, Bethany Beach, DE 19930, or call him at (302) 539-5344 or (302) 
! 539-6374 [home]. 
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MEETING SCHEDULE--SEPTEMBER, 1992 

The regions have no boundaries-veryone is welcome everywhere. Come to more than one if you can. We hold 
regular monthly meetings in each region (except that we all try to get together at one Statewide Meeting 
quarterly) on the following Saturdays of each month: NE-lst, NW-Znd, SE-3rd, & SW-last. The actual dates 
may vary from month to month; check the schedule below. We also hold short 

C 
board meetings at the quarterly statewide meetings, and a board meeting and general membership meeting at 
the annual conference. Our meetings are informal gatherings around the forge. Prospective members are 
always welcome, of course! Come for all or any part of a meeting. Bring your tools, or just watch. Most 
meetings run from 9 am to 4 pm, and you'll need lunch if you stay all day, unless otherwise noted. 

Sept. 12, 9m: Northwest region meeting, Clyde and Vi Payton's shop near 
Monticello, Florida. J. C. Hawkins will lead a hands-on 
workshop on tong-making. See article on page 4.  

Sept. 19, 9m: Southeast region meeting. Dale & Bonnie Kipp's house, 
- - 

Royal Palm ~each. See article on page 6. 
Sept. 26, 10m: Southwest region meeting, Crowley Museum, Sarasota. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Sept. 12: Last day to get something in the newsletter. 

Oct., 10-11: FABA Annual Conference, Pioneer Settlement, Barberville 
(Sat. & Sun.). Demonstrators will include Clay Spencer 
and Steve Schwarzer. The two-day Conference will also 
feature beginning and intermediate blacksmithing classes, 
a family crafts program, and the unforgettable blacksmith 
and medicine man, Tim Ryan. 

Oct. 10, 8m: Florida State Farriers Association meeting at Visby Prod- 
ucts, 5301 State Road 7, Lake Worth, FL, (407) 965-9602. 
See article and map on page 6. 

Jan. 9-10, 1993Antique Tool, Engine, and Blacksmith Days, St. Lucie 
County Historical Museum, 414 Seaway Drive, Ft. Pierce, 
FL 34949. For info, call Ed Swanson, (407) 468-1795. 

May 14-15, '93 Southeastern regional blacksmith conference, Madison, 
Georgia. Contact conference chairman Willard Smith, 
Route 1 Box 138, Blountstown, FL 32424, (904) 674-8055. 
See article on page 2. 

PLAN AHEAD TO ATTEND THE SOUTHEASTERN REGIONAL BLACKSMITHS CONFERENCE 
Clyde Payton 

In case you haven't heard, our own beloved Willard Smith, original 
President of FABA, has been named the Chairman for the 1993 Southeastern 
Regional Blacksmiths Conference to be held May 14-15, 1993, in the beau- 
tiful little town of Madison, GA. This conference is sponsored by the 
blacksmithing groups in the southeastern United States (including FABA), 
and is held every odd numbered year. 

Willard says that the program is coming along quite well. So far 
he has lined up these blacksmithing demonstrators: J. C. Hawkins 
(Morriston, FL), hammer making; George Dixon (Yellin Ironworks, 
Philadelphia); A1 Pendray (Williston, FL), wootz steel; Russell Odell 
(Greenville, TN), metal spinning; David Court (Northfield, NH), advanced 
smithing; and Frank Ellis (Green Briar, TN) and Ryan Johnson (Hixon, 
TN), beginners classes. Planning for the family program is underway. 

There is yet a good bit of work to be done on this 1993 conference, 
and Willard could use some more help. Call him at (904) 674-8055. 
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September, 1992, MEETINGS 

Sept. 12, 9 am Sept. 5, 9 am 
NORTHWEST REGION NORTHEAST REGION 

Clyde & Vi Payton's shop Tico Rubio 
(904) 997-3627 (904) 749-3327 

Route 3, Box 124-D, Payton Road Pioneer Center for the Arts 
Monticello Barberville 

).\om Tor  GLT To THL C R O ~ L S Y  MOSLU- 

544 QSOTA, , F L o q 0 ~  
x.75 IS SUGGLSTCO IF POSSI~LE 

L 1  Muscur*, 

h PY-L GHOI 
Fear Ic..IUI Sept. 26, 10 am . w ~ r s  
bryr.ro. 

Sept. 19, 9 am 
SOUTHWEST REGION SOUTHEAST REGION 

Dale & Bonnie Kipp (407) 793-0579 
Crowley Museum (813) 322-1000 4271 123 Trail N 
16404 Myakka Road, Sarasota Royal Palm Beach 



The Florida Clinker Breaker, September, 1992 

NEWS FROM THE NORTHWEST-AUGUST 
Clyde Payton, Northwest Program Coordinator 

The northwest region held its monthly meeting (always the second 
Saturday) on August 8 at the home shop of Ed and Nancy Crane in Talla- 
hassee. Except for being hot as Hades, the weather was just great-no 
rain! Nineteen people signed the attendance sheet, which is a pretty 
good turnout for a regional meeting. 

With three forges going throughout the meeting, we had several good 
demonstrations. Mike Murphy made a nail header from a railroad spike 
and then commenced to make nails. New member Jeff Valentine made a 
hold-down dog for his newly acquired 50 lb. Fisher anvil, and he did a 
good job, too. J. C. Hawkins made a hot hardie for Jeff's anvil; he did 
a splendid job of making this hardie from a jack hammer bit with Jerry 
Grice striking for him. Patty Draper made a unique hanging hook, the 
design of which required no nails or screws for mounting it. You simply 
hook it over a two-inch-thick railing (or whatever) and it securely 
stands off to hold a flower pot, macrame, etc. [Editor's note: C'mon, 
Patty; send me a sketch and complete description for the Clinker 
Breaker---Clyde's comments just aren't enough!] Bill Robertson made a 
snake. Jamie Beverly, age 13, made an interesting hook with a forge 
weld, with J. C.'s assistance. Jerry Grice did another anvil repair job 
on a basket case anvil belonging to Ed Crane, I'm telling you4erry is 
GOOD at reconstructing and refacing anvils, but he says he doesn't need 
this kind of business: it's too much work and takes too long! 

For show-and-tell, new member Jeff Valentine brought his brand new 
home-made forge and fired it up; it.sure works well. It was made from a - 
truck brake drum with a real well designed clinker breaker in it, 
designed and made up by Jerry Grice. Bill Payton (Clyde and Vi's son) i 
sent a pair of tree-climbing spikes he'd made in his dad's shop. 

Nancy Crane and Elnora Dickie served up one heck of a fine lunch 
for everybody with chocolate cake and ice cream for dessert. What a 
meal! The Cranes sure know how to put on a blacksmith's meeting! 

The next northwest regional meeting will be held on the second Sat- 
urday, September 12, beginning at   AM at Clyde and Vi Payton's shop near 
Monticello, Florida. Look for directions on page 5 and see page 3 for a 
map. J. C. Hawkins will be the chief demonstrator. He will show us how 
to make tongs. He will also be glad to assist you in making a pair of 
tongs for yourself, so bring about 20 inches of 5/8" or 1/2" square 
stock if you want to make a pair. You may also bring your favorite hand 
tools and your portable forge, if you wish. Everyone is invited; please 
come. 

Lunch will be provided, but you may bring a covered dish if you 
like. Good camping spots are available if you need to spend the night. 
Also bring tailgate sales items if you wish, 

So . . . come watch a real master show you how to make tongs and 
enjoy yourself! 1 

"BLACKSMITH" 

The Rag, the newsletter of the Society for Workers in Early Arts 
& Trades, quotes Rhode Island blacksmith David Ellis explaining that 
the word "blacksmith" is a combination of "black" and "smite." Sounds 
reasonable. 
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NORTHWEST REGION NOVEMBER MEETING 
Clyde Payton,, Northwest Program Coordinator 

The next northwest regional meeting will be held on the second Sat- 
urday, November 14, beginning at  AM, at the Steven Foster Folk Life Cen- 
ter-a Florida State Park-at White Springs. 

This park is easy to find; it is near Lake City. Go to the inter- 
section of 1-10 and 1-75, or to US 441, US 41, and US 90, and follow the 
signs to the park. The meeting will be in the newly constructed black- 
smith shop. You may recall that this is the period blacksmith shop that 
some FABA members designed for the Florida Park Service. 

We will be making hardware items and adding the finishing touches 
to the shop. Please bring your portable forge if you can and your hand 
tools. Stock will be furnished. Bring a sack lunch. 

The trip will be well worth your while just to see the Folk Life 
Center. They have added many period shops and craft buildings to the 
new section. We need your help (there are chores for beginners, too) in 
adding the finishing touches to this new blacksmith shop, so come on and 
join the "anvil chorus." 

DIRECTIONS TO CLYDE AND VI PAYTON'S 

Address: Route 3, Box 124-D Home : (904) 997-3627 
Payton Road Clyde's office:(904) 488-0577 
Monticello, FL 32344 Vi's office: (904) 385-8178 

From 1-10 in Jefferson County to Payton's is 7.3 miles. Directions: 

1. Turn south on State Road 59 (Big Bend Mid continental Truck Stop is 
on the corner); go 6.1 miles to US 27. 

2. Go straight across US 27 (4 lanes); go .3 miles. 
3. At the first road you come to, Old St. Augustine Road (paved, no 

markers) turn left; go east .6 miles. 
4. Turn right onto the first road you come to, a dirt road with a 

green sign saying Payton Road; go south .3 miles to third mailbox 
on right (white). 

5. Turn right into Payton's driveway; blacksmith shop is blue metal 
building in back. 

MORE BOOKS 

One of my favorite wish books is the Norm Larson Books catalog. 
Norm carries the best selection around of books and videos for black- 
smiths. Topics include decorative ironwork, metalworking, jewelry mak- 
ing, foundry work, casting, carriages and wagons, harness, restoration 
work, driving, knives and knife making, and swords. Prices start at 
$3.00 for B r a s s  H i n t s  and Tips and top out at $109.95 for a two-volume 
set entitled Medieval  Ironwork in Sweden. Most of his books, though, 
are in the lower price ranges that my wallet likes best. If you don't 
already have a catalog, write to Norm Larson at 5426 East Highway 246, 
Lompoc, CA 93436, or call him at (805) 735-2095. 
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NEWS FROM THE SOUTHEAST 
Mary Brandenburg 

Last Saturday we had a one of our all-time best meetings. Pete 
Yockey had heard about Dr. Leo Figiel's book, Damascus Steel, and called 
up the author to order a copy. It turns out that Leo lives right here 
in Palm Beach County, so Pete, with great presence of mind,' asked him to 
come and talk to us about Damascus. He did, and-wow! 

Leo brought a tray full of slides of Damascus swords, knives, and 
gun barrels, some from museums and some from his own collection. We saw . 

blades that were hundreds of years old and made by traditional methods 
in Asia. They were remarkable. Leo explained how the steel patterns 
were formed, why the blades are shaped as they are, how the handles were 
attached, etc. Some of the blades were inlaid, and others had channels 
in which decorative gemstones rolled when the blades were raised. It 
was equally interesting to hear Leo describe his buying trips to India. 

Leo brought some swords and daggers from his own collection, so we 
all got a close look at some wonderful old blades. After trying out the 
swords we all concluded that centuries ago swordsmen had small hands 
(only Mary could hold onto the handles comfortably), but strong arms to 
heft those swords in battle. Although beautifully balanced, those 
swords were heavy. My own favorites were the two daggers with jade han- 
dles; they sure were pretty. 
Leo's program was so interesting that those of you who missed it made a 
terrible mistake. We need to get Leo to talk again. Conference Program 
Chairperson, take note! While you're waiting to meet Leo in person, or- 
der his book, Damascus Steel, and ask him to autograph it. Send your 
check of money order for $40 made out'to Leo Figiel to him at 552 Muir- h 

field Drive, Atlantis, FL 33462. - 
We had a good turnout here for our meeting; maybe more folks came 

because we could promise air-conditioning on a hot July day. We espe- 
cially welcomed guests Dave Clendenning, Henry Marchman, Lou Marcati, 
and Louis ~arcati. FABA members attending were Dale ~ipp, Pete Yockey, 
Charlie Stemmann, Ray Roberts, Bill Burridge, and Pete and Mary Branden- 
burg (Mary provided ham and turkey for lunch, plus homemade chocolate - .  

chip cookies to top it off). - The 
southeast's program coordinator, Ray 
Reynolds, was away on vacation, and sure 
will be sorry he missed this one. 

Dale Kipp will host the southeast 
region's next meeting at his home at 
4271 123 Trail N.,- Royal Palm Beach, FL 
33411. See the map on page3. The 
meeting will be to finish the project we 
have been working on to donate to the 
Annual Auction, which will be held at 
the Annual Conference in October. 
There's still a fair bit to do, so come 
and lend a hand. 

FOR SALE: Tools and equipment 
Atha 1 " Top Swage for wagon axles-new 
condition. Best offer. Call Bob Jacoby 
at (904) 353-3143, days. 

A Good Idea 
Portable post vises by 

Charlie Stemmann & Pete Yockey 
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FABA MEMBERS INVITED TO FLORIDA STATE FARRIERS ASSOCIATION MEETING 
Sarah McMurray 

The next Florida State Farriers 
Association meeting will be held in Lake 
Worth on Saturday, October 10, beginning 
at  AM, at Visby Products, 5301 State 
Road 7 (US 441), Lake Worth, FL (Palm 
Beach County), (407) 965-9602. We are 
having two local shoers, Sid Bundy and 
Ron Rubin, do a clinic. Although it 
will be about horseshoeing mostly, FABA 
members will find it interesting. Tom 
Elesius, who runs Visby, has a great 
selection of anvils, tools, tongs, coal, 
forges, and bar stock for saleall 
things FABA members need. Farriers in 
attendance are likely to have second- 
hand forges, anvils, etc., they'd like 
to sell. 

Visby Products will provide lunch. 
See the map to Visby's. For more 
information call Sarah McMurray (FABA 
member and Florida Farriers Association 
Secretary) at (407) 793-1759. 

PRICING MISCELLANEOUS & ORNAMENTAL METAL PRODUCTS SEMINAR 

This seminar will be held October 21-23, 1992, at North Carolina 
State University in Raleigh, NC. The program includes a thorough review 
of fundamentals of metal estimating and suggested format developed for 
material location, contract document notation, quantity survey, and 
estimating techniques. Fee is $690, and includes supplies, reference 
materials, and some meals. For more information, write to Mac McKenzie, 
Office of Continuing Education and Professional Development, Box 7401 
McKimmon Center, North Carolina State University, Raleigh, NC. 27695- 
7401, or call (919) 515-2261. 

EDUCATION OPPORTUNITY 

Allison's Wells School of Arts & Crafts is seeking applications for 
their Artists' Incubator Program. A residency of up to three years is 
designed to prepare the artists for full-time professional work in 
blacksmithing (or other crafts). Intensive studio activity is combined 
with courses in design, business practices, marketing, and craft his- 
tory. For more information, write to Ron Hill, Founding Director, or 
Bonnie Staffel, Program Director, P. 0. Box 950, Canton, MS 39046-0950, 
or call them at (800) 489-2787. 

personalize your business: monogrammed golf shirts ($16) and caps @ ($8). Includes the name of your shop and an anvil. State your color 
and size. Add $1 for shipping each item. Glenn Hodges, 1313 Sugar Cane 
Lane, Nashville, GA 31639; (912) 686-7240. 
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THE LITTLE GIANT POWER HAMMER: A BOOK REVIEW 
Charles F. Ochs 

Title: The L i t t l e  G i a n t  Power Hammer: R e b u i l d i n g ,  History and U s e  
Author: Richard R. Kern 
Available at $24.95 from: Little Giant Automotive Inc., Harlan "Sid" 
Suedmeier, 420 4th Corso, Nebraska City, NE 68410, (402) 87.3-6602. 

Havinq seen this book for sale on Sid's table at the recent blade 
show in ~tianta, a friend bought a copy and brought it around to my 
knife shop. Upon getting a good look at the thing, I picked up the 
phone and called Nebraska to get my own copy, since my friend could not 
be persuaded to part with his. 

If you own a Mayer Bros. or a Little Giant hammer of any kind, this 
book is for you. The company history, along with the vintage photos, is 
really complete and fascinating. Lists of hammer serial numbers for all 
models are included, and I was quite surprised to find out that the ham- 
mer I bought from Clyde Payton in 1985 was manufactured and sold in 
1917. And it still pays the bills at Ox Forge. 

Of particular interest was the listing for international sales, 
which revealed that the company shipped a 50 lb. model to Japan in 1906. 
With no recorded sales to Japan thereafter, I'm assuming they just made 
copies of the Little Giant's engineering excellence. A good bet, I 
think! 

The largest portion of the book is dedicated to the proper assem- 
bly/disassembly of the various models, and everything you ever need to 
know concerning the refurbishing of this type power hammer. The text is 
written in a clear and easy-to-understand fashion with direction for all 
the various processes, from casting new babbitt to machining a new sow 
block. In short, the saddest looking Little Giant hammer could be over- 
hauled with the information contained in this softbound volume, provided 
the owner will supply the elbow grease. 

Mention also should be made of the selection of hammer parts that 
Sid has available. This stock is quite extensive, and he recently was 
able to supply me with a number of hard-to-find parts for a 1929 vintage 
hammer I am rebuilding now. This hammer was a real basket case, but 
with the help of the above book and the friendly advice from Sid Sued- 
meier, it soon will be in great working shape. 

To sum up, this well done 300-page volume of technical and histori- 
cal information holds a special place in my library, and it should be in 
yours as well, since this is one book I probably won't loan out. 

ABANA MEMBER SEEKING LONG-TERM APPRENTICESHIP 

Orlando Martinez is seeking a long-term apprenticeship with a mas- 
ter smith of architectural iron and is willing to relocate anywhere is 
the U.S. He is cooperative and willing to abide by stipulations needed 
for this type of arrangement. He will provide a resume for interested 
person, upon request. He also would appreciate feedback or suggestions 
from blacksmiths reading this notice. 

Contact Orlando at 520 Fountain, Ann Arbor, MI 48103; (313) 741- 
7192. 
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RECENT WORK OF BILL ROBERTS 

Bill Roberts sent in pictures 
of some of his work The hammers 
and the anvils are the little jew- 
elry pieces he's been advertising. 

Tiny (jewelry size) brass 
anvils and hammers for sale, $20 
each. Bill Rogers, 542 Silver Crs. 
Terrace, Ocala, FL 32672, (904) 
687-2959. 
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KNIVES FROM THE UKRAINE - 
Nikolaj Jemeljanchuk sent these pictures and a letter from his home - 

in the Ukraine. 
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Head Hooks 
e 

Ray Spiller made some different heads and Make eyes with eye punch and use a narrow 
faces than were shown in the May June curved chisel to make eyebrows. 
1990 Bits, Vol. 6, No. 3. The feature requir- Around on the sides of the ball, use a curved 
ing the most forging to accomplish is the 
nose. Normally you have to set all the stock 
down around the nose and leave it standing 
out 
On this one, the nose is easy and large. 

But first you have to have a swage for mak- 

I chisel t o  cut an ear shape. Pry up the back 
of the cut to make the ear stand out a little. 

ing a ball, with a stem on both sides. Center punch the ear hole. 
Use a ball swage with 314" stock and make a 
ball about 314" diameter, with a 114" diame- Therc are as more variations of this face 
ter stem. Push the stock into the swage so than can be documented here. Let you imag- 
that a stem about ination run wild. The nose can be reshaped; 
112" long is formed flattened, widened, drawn out pointed, 
on the fiont side of drooped down, etc. The nose and mouth can 
the ball. This be- both be put on the little stub. 

e comes the nose. Ray says don't make them beautiful. After 
you have finished making the face ugly, 

Draw the stem on then forge the bracket. 
the back of the 
ball to 4" long and Behind the 4" of 114" round forged above, 
114" round. flatten a section of the 314" stock about 1" 
Heat the ball and wide and 3" 
clamp stem in the long and cut 
vise. Punch two off. Forge the 
nostrils in the end of the nose with a center end smooth. 
punch. Punch or 

drill and 
Use a curved h o t  chis- countersink 
el to cut the mouth on for mounting 
the ball below the screws. 
nose. You can get a Curve the 11 
little fancier and 4" round to 
make teeth. Cut the hook shape. 
teeth marks in the 
edge of the mouth cut. After I saw Ruy's demo, my eix granddaugh- 
Or make three curved tcrs got coat hooks with Big Bird, Cookie 
cuts with the center cut deeper. Then use a Monster, Ernie and Garfield for Christmas. 
narrow chisel to cut teeth inside the mouth. W l a y  Spc1iccrl992 

Copyright 1992, Clay Spencer. Reprinted with permission from the Bitu- 
minous Bits, newsletter of the Alabama Forge Council. 
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By Joe Elliott - I 
By tenon I mean a smaller 

I 

centered in the 318 round hole I 

shape forged, welded, or end of 518" 
machined to the end of a 'quare. I 518 bar at yellow heat 
larger shape. If the tenon ..... then counter- 
is to be used in joinery it is ..... ' sink the hole, in- 
typically passed through a sert 318" round cold rolled, 
corresponding "hole", and weld into place, and 
excess is riveted over. grindlfile weld flush. 

tenon joint I recently used this in a re- 
If, for example, the adjoining pair job where I didn't have monkeying around 
pieces were 518" square, I would enough material to "pull" a new tenon. 
make a 318" round tenon 1 318" 
long, (5/8", pass through material + 2.) I could cut them on a lathe. 
3/4", twice the thickness of tenon). 3.) Forge tenons by "hand". 
If rotating is .a concern, I could a. Butcher all four sides, leaving 
countersink the far side (heading more than the 318" 
side) of the hole then take a b. Draw material out. 
cold chisel and mark the in- non-rotating tenon c. Swage or file to 318" round 
side.The other options would be to make a square d. Monkey to square up shoul- 
or rectangular tenon. ders. a 

To get a 318" round tenon on the end of 4.) Forge tenons under power- 
518" square 1 basically have four op- hammer. For this I made a 

I spring swage. 
1.) I could drill a 318" hole 112 deep 

To minimize cold shuts, all edges are radically 
chamfered leaving only the bottom 113 of pat- 
tern. By tapering the first pattern the forging 
material is held tight to the edge and little mon- 

r keying is required. 

'Ole Joe's  tenon swage 

By Joe Elliot. Reprinted from the Spring, 1 9 9 2 ,  newsletter of the 4 
Northwest Blacksmiths Association. 
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Quick Dish ing  Tool 

There are many projests we make that involve 
dishing; i.e. wax collectors, cupped bases, tri leg stands, 

etc, Dishing can be done in a swedgd block, but not everyone 
owns a swedge block, and besides they're often inconvinient. 

The tool shown below does not cure the common cold, but it does make 
a great dishing tool, and it's easy to make. Be sure and round the 
edges ! ! 

W E L D Z D  ~ R A C ~ L  

I 

I; +( le f in  E R ~ Q N ~ J ,  

U S E  ft HEAVY W A I  

?i&, ANY &re 
Fi -5~ 3"- 7" ,,q 

D : ~ ~ e t e  f2 - 3qpJ 
3N dhicf yad 

b J A t J t  to b:$h. 

- 
h4t.l i \J 1 3 L i f A t t a i  $I, 

$-ky (Z T); jh :hL TDol A M D  h5 

e 5evekR 1 &-6(&--S- 5; ~ 5 ,  

I 

I By Ryan Johnson. ~eprinted from the May, 1992, newsletter of the 
I ~ppalachian Area Chapter of ABANA. 
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NEWS ABOUT MEMBERS 
r\ 

It's official: PAT IMBIMBO IS NOW FAMOUS-Read about Tallahassee I 
FABA member Pat Imbimbo in the August, 1992, issue of Early American 
Life (EAL) magazine. He is listed in their Annual Directory of the best 
traditional craftsmen in America; if you've seen his work, you'll know 
why he was chosen. Congratulations, Pat! Pat's listed as an old-timey 
boot and shoe maker, even though we know him better as a blacksmith. If 
you don't subscribe to EAL, you can probably find it on the newsstand. 
In addition to the honor, listing by this prestigious magazine usually 
results in being swamped with orders. 

Editor's note: If you would like EAL to include your work in next 
year's Annual Directory, don't count on them finding out about you them- 
selves. It happens, but a surer way is to ask EAL for an entry form. 
Write to EAL at Early American Life, 1993 Directory, P. 0. Box 8200, 
Harrisburg, PA 17105. 

AND ONE MORE FAMOUS FABA MEMBER-Look for the nice color picture of 
Jim Lollis in the September, 1992, issue of Southern Living magazine. 
The accompanying article describes his work as the manager of the Big 
Bend Farm exhibit, part of the Tallahassee Museum of History and Natural 
Science. Great publicity! 

ROMANCE-Jerry and Tycee Grice announce the engagement and forth- 
coming marriage of their daughter, Tonya Lynn, to Jonathan Ladon Asbell. 
The couple plan to wed October 17, 1992, at ~ P M  at East Hill Baptist 
Church in Tallahassee. Friends and relatives are invited to attend. A 
reception will be held at the Elks Club following the wedding. 

NEW BABY-FABA's northern-most member, David Olmstead of New 
Brunswick, Canada, called to find out how we all fared during Hurricane 
Andrew. He also reported that he and Heather just had a new baby, rais- 
ing their total to three little blacksmith apprentices. Congratula- 3 - - 

tions, David and Heather! 
SOUTHEAST'S LOSS WILL BE NORTHWEST'S GAIN-Brian and Felicia Polk 

will move to Tallahassee about October 1. Right now Brian is the park 
manager for Birch State Park in Ft. Lauderdale, where he hosted last 
April's statewide meeting. The State has transferred him to Tallahas- 
see. In addition to blacksmithing, Brian and Felicia do historic reen- 
actment. FABA's southeast members will miss them. 

VACATION SOUVENIRS-Lots of FABA members brought home blacksmithing 
goodies from their summer vacations. Be sure you ask Pete Brandenburg 
to show you the forged check Ray Reynolds brought him. However, no one 
can beat the souvenir Pete Yockey brought home from Ohio: a 450 lb. 
Peter Wright-anvil. If he builds a portable anvil stand, maybe he can 
bring it to meetings . . . . Bill Robertson and Patty Draper are about 
to leave on a trip through New England, and expect to bring back a load 
of blacksmithing gear when they return. 

SMALL WORLD4liff Rogers visited the Campbell Folk School in 
Brasstown, NC, during the second week in August, and did some recruiting 
among the Floridians around the forge fire. Mary Brandenburg spent the 
third week in August there, and enjoyed getting acquainted with blade- 
smith Keith Kilby's parents, Clarence and Carolyn Kilby-neither of whom 
was taking a blacksmithing class! 

BLACKSMITH LOST-We offer our sympathy to Bob Ringer, whose father, 
Floyd Ringer, passed away in August. Floyd has been an inspiration to 
the southeastern FABA members. He started blacksmithing in the 1920s, 
and set up a blacksmithing shop in the Ft. Lauderdale area in 1947. Bob 
and his family will miss Floyd, and so will we. 
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HURRICANE ANDREW VICTIM-Ed and 
Linda Leopard, and their two-year-old 
daughter, Becky, live (maybe "lived" 
would be more accurate) in Homestead, 
which was directly hit by Hurricane 
Andrew. They survived the storm, but 
their nice new house and everything in 
it has been destroyed. The four walls 
are standing, but the roof is gone. Ed 
has it covered with canvas for now. A 
groups of FABA members plans a roofing 
party as soon as Ed can find the 
materials; South Florida is still des- 
perately short of many building 
materials. Ed and Linda are living in 
Ed's brother's motor home, hand-pumping 
water. Some areas will be without 
electricity for months. Remarkably, Ed 
and Linda ' s phone works. Well, sort of. 
They can receive calls and make collect 
calls, but they can't make normal long- 
distance calls-probably because 
Southern Bell has tens of thousands of 
working phones lying around in the 
rubble unattended. Ed is a farrier, and Ed Leopard 
his customers are all as badly hit as he 
has been. Linda is a teacher, and her heavily damaged school can't 
reopen anytime soon. They need our help. 

Get out your checkbook and mail as much as you can to "FABA," care 
of FABA Treasurer Roger Stuart, Star Route 1, Box 207, Crescent City, FL 
32122, (904) 467-9031. Or, give a donation to any FABA Board meder, 
who will get it to Roger. Roger will get our donations to Ed and Linda 
as soon as possible. 

As far as we know, no other FABA member suffered any significant 
damage. We've heard of torn screens, trees blown over, and electricity 
out for a few days, but these are only minor inconveniences. Let us 
know if you know of someone else. 

TEACHING AND LEARNING THRU CORRESPONDENCE 
Mary Brandenburg 

Many FABA members know Pam Howard (Ron's wife), who pioneered the 
concept of family programs at blacksmithing conferences. She and Kitha 
Kierbow (Johnny's mother) planned the first family programs at the 
Southeastern Regional Blacksmithing Conference in Madison in 1987, and 
then went on to do the first family program at an ABANA conference in 
Birmingham in 1988. 

Well, Pam's got another good idea. Pam is a serious spinner, rais- 
ing her own sheep and spinning their wool into magnificent yarn. She's 
also active in the Handweavers Guild of America (HGA), the fiber world's 
equivalent of ABANA. She developed their TLC program-Teaching and 
Learning Thru Correspondence. TLC brings a student and teacher together 
for a year to achieve certain goals. It's kinda like what Lester Hol- 
lenbeck and Tico Rubio did with wheelwrighting under Florida" Folklffe 
Apprenticeship Program. 

Maybe FABA could use a little TLC. What do you think? 
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REPORT ON THE ABANA CONFERENCE 
Tycee and Jerry Grice 

We arrived in San Luis Obispo, California, about 4 PM. All of the 
people involved in setting up the work stations were running around like 
a nest of ants at a picnic. We had opted to go the cheap route and 
stayed in the dorm. Luckily, it was a straight hall route, so getting 
lost (like in Flagstaff) wasn't happening. 

Thursday morning started out with a big breakfast (food was excel- 
lent), meeting up with old friends, and making new acquaintances. By 
8:30 AM everyone was off and running to the work stations. There were 
seven working stations within hollering distance of each other, plus a 
teaching station several blocks away (with a shuttle bus running every 
ten minutes), plus slides and lectures in the buildings. Boy! What a 
choice! What do you watch? The Japanese making a bamboo sculpture, a 
bear head being made from 4" square stock, a fly-press demo and its many 
uses. . . . There was a station set up for the knife makers that was 
on-going. Even a farrier station. Something for everyone! George 
Dixon from the Yellin Ironworks had a hands-on class going most of the 
time and it was always full. 

Jerry ran from one station to the next trying to see as much as 
possible while Tycee went to some of the slides and lectures. We even 
managed to find each other when necessary! 

All of the demos and lectures were during the day on Thursday, Fri- 
day, and Saturday. They started improvising on Friday night and had 
some slides and lectures. 

Saturday night they had a great barbecue followed by the auction 
(yep, we helped there). They brought in over $27,000 with Tim Ryan as 
auctioneer. Peter Happny, auction chairperson, had collected a good 
variety of items from all over the world. 

On Sunday morn we headed out to the airport with a stopover visit 
in Las Vegas to visit Tycee's dad. What? How many people on the plane? 
19? And even Tycee had to bend over to walk down the aisle! Jerry says 
he'll walk before riding a puddle-jumper like that again. Imagine a 
ping-pong ball in the ocean! 

Other Floridians included Alex and Sharyn Klahm, David Ponsler, 
Carl Van Arnam, Jack Klahm, and one of his men, Chip. Some of our out- 
of-state members were also there, including David Olmstead and Bill 
Gichner. Bill's truck broke down on the way out, so he is now driving a 
brand new model! 

FOR SALE 

Inexpensive cold saws! Limited time, 250 mm Italian Okay brand, 15 
degree head, coolant pump, single vise, 110 volt, 51 rpm, 32 mm Arbor, 
$1095, post paid while they last. 6-8 week delivery, model on display. 

Multi-purpose ornamental bending machine combo. 50 ton max. Easy 
to build, does the job on a budget. Curves up to 55" high rails to com- 
pound curves. Bends bronze caps, stair stringers, flat, round, e t ~ .  I 

Hot or cold. 2 units, air over hydraulic, large 6'x8' press and 10 ton 
hand unit & some tooling. Complete plans for $75. Costs $300 plus 1 hp 

4 
min. compressor parts sources included to build. 
Mike DeStefano, DeStefano's Artistic Metals, (813) 646-3055 or 646-1087. 
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ABANA NEWS 
Mary Brandenburg 

ABANA's Chapter Liaison Committee will call FABA in October for 
input for the November ABANA Board meeting. If you have any sugges- 
tions, ideas, questions, or complaints, relay them to FABA President 
Tico Rubio. 

The next ABANA ballot will arrive in the fall issue of the Anvil's 
Ring, which members will receive in September. Be sure to vote. There 
are five positions on the Board open, and eight candidates: Pete Bran- 
denburg (West Palm Beach, FL), Elizabeth Brim (Columbus, GA), Tom Clark 
(Potosi, MO) Joe Harris (Elkview, W)), Jim Patton (Springfield, IL), 
Hans Peot (New Carlisle, OH), Tim Ryan (Gordonsville, TN), and Clay 
Spencer (Madison, AL). 

At least three of these candidates will be slapping backs, shaking 
hands, and kissing babies at FABA's Annual Conference: Pete Brandenburg 
(our Clinker Breaker editor), Tim Ryan (our Auctioneer), and Clay 
Spencer (he'll be demonstrating treadle hammer use at this fall's FABA 
conference). The short biographical sketches that accompany the ABANA 
election ballots will introduce you to all the candidates. ABANA is 
fortunate to have a bunch of good people who are willing to contribute 
their services. 

The Louisiana Metalsmiths Association just formed, and is ABANA's 
newest chapter. That's 40 chapters now in North America1 

Clayton Carr, ABANA's President, reminds blacksmiths who teach and 
demonstrate to make safe working habits a high priority, especially 
while explaining the art and craft of blacksmithing to new or potential 
members. We're all pretty good at this, since reports of serious acci- 
dents are few and far between. Still, says Clayton, we can't afford to 
let our guard down for even a moment, because that's all the time it 
takes to change a life forever. We want safe working habits to spread 
from experienced smiths to those just getting started. 

Please ignore any requests you see asking for business cards, post 
cards, or holiday cards to be sent to Craig Shergold or the Children's 
Make A Wish Foundation. They are NOT soliciting any kind of card for 
Craig or anyone else. This request is many years old, and its continued 
reproduction has become a burden for the Shergold family, the Children's 
Make A Wish Foundation, and the Royal Marsden Hospital, all of whom are 
deluged with unwanted mail that now goes directly to paper recyclers. 

L Craig is no longer a sick little kid, and the Guinness Book of World 
Records has discontinued this category in an attempt to stop the out-of- 
control mail. 

, If you want to do something for sick and dying children, send a 
donation to the American National Red Cross, 17th and D Streets, Wash- 
ington, DC 20006. They REALLY help kids. 

FOR SALE 

Welder SRH444 Miller 3 Ph. 230-460 volts. Secondary arc 400 amp 
DC. $900. Richard Shields, 2787 Ridge Park   rive, Tucker, GA 30084; # (404) 491-6283. 

Small blower with one-inch flat belt pulley. $20. Russell V. 
Collins, 902 Parker Drive, Tallahassee, FL 32303; (904) 385-4156. 

Anvils and post vises for sale. Lewis ~iggleman, P.O. Box 247, San 
Antonio, FL 33576, (904) 521-3515. 
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FRED CAYLOR'S BLACKSMITHING CLASS 

Fred Caylor is coming down from Indiana again this fall to teach 
beginning, intermediate, and advanced blacksmithing classes and blade- 
smithing classes. Fred's classes always fill up fast, and he allows 
only a limited number of participants, so don't wait too long to make 
your reservation. Many FABA members have taken classes with Fred. 

Fred's classes will be held at Walt Anderson's camp near Ocala, 
where there is ample camping space in addition to a good blacksmithing 
shop. The five-day class will start Sunday morning, October 25, and 
continue through Thursday afternoon, October 29. Cost is $150. This 
year a three-day class will be available, starting Friday morning, Octo- 
ber 30, and ending Sunday afternoon, November 1. Cost is $110. If you 
want all eight days the cost is $200. 

A deposit of $75 will reserve your spot. Sorry, no refunds if you 
cancel unless you or Fred find someone to take your place. For more 
information, call Fred Caylor at (317) 769-6537 [days] or (317) 769-6351 
[evenings]. 

CLASS ON LOST-WAX CASTING 

Bill Roberts is organizing a class on lost-wax casting. Bill is a 
jeweler who is experienced in different casting techniques. Contact 
Bill at 542 Silver Crs. Terrace, Ocala, FL 32672, (904) 687-2959. 

SCHOOLS THAT OFFER BLACKSMITHING CLASSES - 
Allison's Wells School of Arts & Crafts, PO Box 924, Canton, MS 39046, (601) 859-5826. a 
Appalachian Center for Crafts, Rt. 3 Box 430, Smithfield, TN 37166, (615) 597-6801. 
Arrowmont School of Arts & Crafts, P.O. Box 567, Gatlinburg, TN 37738, (615) 436-5860. 
Brookfield Craft Center, P.O. Box 122 Rt. 25, Brookfield, CT 06804. 
John C. Campbell Folk School, Rt. 1 Box 14A, Brasstown, NC 28902, (800) 562-2440. 
Colorado Rocky Mt. School, 1493 County Road 106, Carbondale, CO 81623, (303) 963-2562. 
Connecticut School of Wrought Iron Design, P.O. Box 8116 Buckland Station, Manchester, 
CT 06040, (203) 646-8363. 
Cranbrook Academy of Art, 500 Lone Pine Road Box 801, Bloomfield Hills, MI 48013, (313) 
645-3300. 
Haystack Mt. School of Crafts, Deer Isle, ME 04627, (207) 348-2306. 
Penland School, Penland, NC 28765, (704) 765-2359. 
Peters Valley Craft Center, County Road 614, Layton, NJ 07851, (201) 948-5200. 
Turley Forge, Rt. 10 Box 88C, Santa Fe, NM 87501, (505) 471-8608. 

HOW-TO ARTICLE REPRINT BOOKLETS-$2.25 EACH, POSTPAID 

We have reprinted a year of FABA members' how-to articles from 
twelve issues of The F l o r i d a  C l i n k e r  Breaker in two 8 " by 11" book- 
lets. We're selling each booklet at FABA's printing and mailing cost 
of $2.25 per copy. 

The 1990 how-to booklet contains 24 pages of article reprints 
from November, 1989, through October, 1990. 

The 1991 how-to booklet contains 10 pages of article reprints 
from November, 1990, through October, 1991. 

To order, specify how many copies you are ordering of each book- 
let, make out a check or money order to "FABA" for $2.25 per copy, and 
send your order to FABA Treasurer Roger Stuart, Star Route 1 Box 207, 
Crescent City, FL 32122. 
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FLORIDA ARTIST BLACKSMITH ASSOCIATION - Chapter of ABANA, Inc. 
Star Route 1, Box 207, Crescent City, FL 32122 

P r e s i d e n t  (92-93): T i c o  Rubio, P.O. Box 83, B a r b e r v i l l e ,  FL 32105, [ h ]  (904) 749-3327 
Vice-Pres iden t  (91-92): J.C. Hawkins, 13534 NW 160 Avenue, Morr i s ton ,  FL 32668, [ h ]  (904)  528-3348 
Sec. /Treas.  (92-93): Carol /Roger  S t u a r t ,  S t a r  Route 1 Box 207, Crescen t  C i t y ,  FL 32122, [ h ]  (904)  467-9031 
Newsle t t e r  Ed. (91-92): P e t e  Brandenburg, 299 Granada Rd., West Palm Beach, FL 33401, [ h ]  (407)  833-2708, [w] 640-0445 
Program C h a i r  (92-93): B i l l  Rober t s ,  542 S i l v e r  Crs .  Ter race ,  Ocala,  FL 32672, [ h ]  (904)  687-2959 
P a s t - P r e s i d e n t  (92-93):  Lewis Riggleman, P.O. Box 247, San Antonio,  FL 33576, [ h ]  (904)  521-3515, [w] (813)  937-4281 
Board Memb. #1 (92-93):  Clyde Payton,  Route 3 Box 124D. Mont ice l lo ,  FL 32344, [ h ]  (904)  997-3627, [w] (904)  488-0577 
Board Memb. #2 (91-92): P a t  Imbimbo, 2450 Kimberly Lane, T a l l a h a s s e e ,  FL 32301, [ h ]  (904)  656-3494 
Board Memb. #3 (92-93): C a r l  A u s t i n ,  P.O. Box 1601, Zo l fo  Spr ings ,  FL 33890, [ h ]  (813)  735-0257 
Board Memb. #4 (91-92): Dale Kipp, 4271 123 Tr. N., Royal Palm Beach, FL 33411, [ h ]  (407)  793-0579, [w] (407) 694-3779 
Board Memb. #5 (92-93): S t e v e  Bloom, P.O. Box 542, Archer ,  FL 32618 [ h ]  (904) 528-6508, [w] (904)  392-7279 

The F l o r i d a  A r t i s t  B lacksmi th  A s s o c i a t i o U h a p t e r  of  A r t i s t  Blacksmith A s s o c i a t i o n  of  North America, Inc .  (FABA) i s  a 
5 0 1 ( c ) ( 3 ) ,  n o n - p r o f i t  e d u c a t i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  whose purposes  a r e  t o  t e a c h ,  promote, and  p r e s e r v e  t h e  a r t  o f  black-  
smi th ing .  C o n t r i b u t i o n s  a r e  t a x - d e d u c t i b l e  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  p rov ided  by law. FABA i s  a s t a t e  c h a p t e r  o f  t h e  A r t i s t  Black- 
s m i t h  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  North America, Inc .  (ABANA). FABA p u b l i s h e s  The F l o r i d a  C l i n k e r  B r e a k e r  monthly,  and FABA member- 
s h i p  i n c l u d e s  a s u b s c r i p t i o n .  We s o l i c i t  correspondence and unpa id  a r t i c l e s  o n  any s u b j e c t s  r e l a t e d  t o  FABA's purposes.  
Send t o  1532 Old Okeechobee Road dr103, West Palm Beach, FL 33409. We need i t e m s  by t h e  f i r s t  S a t u r d a y  of  t h e  month t o  
g e t  them i n  t h e  n e x t  month ' s  i s s u e .  ABANA c h a p t e r  n e w s l e t t e r s  may r e p r i n t  non-copyrighted m a t e r i a l  i f  it is  c r e d i t e d  t o  
t h e  a u t h o r  and t h i s  n e w s l e t t e r .  You need t h e  a u t h o r ' s  pe rmiss ion  t o  r e p r i n t  c o p y r i g h t e d  m a t e r i a l  u n l e s s  o t h e r w i s e  
noted.  Wr i te ,  and  w e ' l l  p u t  you i n  touch.  

FABA is raffling off a Sandia gas 
forge in October, 1992. You do 
not need to be present to win. 
The forge will be crated and 
shipped to you. This is the gas 
forge in the ABANA plans that was 

RObb Gunter at the 
Sandia National Labs in New Mex- 
ico. Tickets are $1 each or 6 
for $5. Send a check or money 
order made out to "FABA" to Trea- 
surer Roger Stuart, Star Route 1, 
Box 207, Crescent City, FL 

Sandia Gas Forge I 

~l~~.d~ Artist Blacksnit 
I 
m %sociation I, 

RR 1 Box 207, Crescent Y, FL 32112 
Drawing ui 1 1  be held in  October, 1992, the Annuel conference 

You do not nccd to he present to Shipping included. 8 6 1  
Donation: $1 each &6 tickets for $5 Z 

32122. 

Raffle Ticket 
FABA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION ABANA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

Florida Artist Blacksmith Association Artist Blacksmith Association 
Chapter of ABANA, Inc. of North America, Inc. 

Date Name 

Name Address 

Address 
City State Z IP 

Phone : 
City State ZIP 

I I , hereby apply for membership in 
Home Business the Artist Blacksmith Association of North America 
Phone : Phone : and enclose as my annual membership dues for 

one year. Checks must be US funds. Membership 
Spouse's name: includes a subscription to The Anvil's Ring. 

.,-S-S-S-S-S-S-5-S-8-S-S-5-S-8-S-6 
Are you interested in procuring: fi-~-u-u-u-u-u-u-uiru-~ir~ir~ii~ir~b~-" 

VISA [ ] Card number I______-_-__ 6 
[ ] anvil [ ] coal [ ] hand tools Master Card [ ] Exp.date fi-----------" 
[ ] blower [ I forge [ ] post vise 
[ ] other Signature 

[ 1 Full-time Student (1 yr. only) 
Send this application and membership fee of $15 to: $25.00 per year 

[ ] Regular Membership$35.00 per year 
Carol L Roger Stuart [ ] Family Member (one vote) $40.00 per year 
FABA Secretary/Treasurer [ ] Senior Citizen (age 65) $25.00 per year 
Star Route 1, Box 207 [ ] Overseas Membership $45.00 per year 
Crescent City, FL 32122 [ ] Contributory Member $100.00 per year 

[ ] Public Library Subscription $25.00 per year 
Make check out to FABA. The FABA membership year 
begins May 1. New memberships received after Jan. Call (812) 988-6919 to charge your membership to 
31 also cover the following membership year. Mem- VISA or Master Card, or make out a check to ABANA 
bership is a for a family. You don't have to be an and send to: 
ABANA member to join FABA, but many FABA members ABANA 
are, and we encourage membership in both organiza- P. 0. Box 1181 
tions . Nashville, Indiana 47488 
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FOR SALE -1 

Hydraulic Press Brake, 12" knife and die, 12-3/4" clearance between 
guides. Capacity 10-gauge. Missing pump, control, and hoses. 3'x6'x2' 
deep. $100 . 

Pexto 37" foot shear model 137-L, capacity 16 gauge. Almosk new 
condikion. Equipped with air cylinders and foot control.' $1250 . 

Negotiable; will accept antique flywheel engine or models in par- 
tial trade. Bob Strong, 1308 Sunrise Drive, Fort Myers, FL 33917; (813) 
995-4336. 

Anvils, post vises, blowers, etc. Anvils from 6 pounds up to 400 
pounds. All are in very good to excellent condition. $1.50-2.00 per 
pound. Heavy duty post vise with stand, $200. Blowers, electric and 
hand-turned, $25-200. Plus miscellaneous blacksmithing tools. Contact 
Clyde Payton, Route 3, Box 124-D Payton Road, p on tic el lo, FL 32344, 
(904) 997-3627. 

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 
U. S. POSTAGE 

WEST PALM BEACH, FL 
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Florida Artist Blacksmith Association 
Chapter of Artist Blacksmith Association 
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Barberville 
(Sept. 5) 

Monticello DATED MATERIAL 
(Sept. 12) 

Royal Palm Beach 

Sarasota (Sept. 19) 

(Sept. 26) August/ 
September, 1992, MEETINGS 

September 
See detailed meeting schedule on page 2. 1992 

!ember Through 4/30/93 
STEVE & KIMMY BLOOM 
IRONFLOWER FORGE 
PO BOX 542 
ARCHER FL 32618 


