
AUGUST, 1991 

CONTRIBUTORS: 

Walt Anderson 
Steve Bloom 

Mary Brandenburg 
Pete Brandenburg 

Eerik K8uts 
Jim Lollis 

The Florida 
CLINKER BREAKER 

Florida ~rtist Blacksmith Association-Chapter of ABANA, Inc. 
Established May 18, 1985 Treasury: $7677.96 Membership: 158 

FALL FABA ELECTIONS 

FABA nominations are open for the positions 'of President, Secre- 
tary/Treasurer, Program Chairman, and the three odd numbered Trustee 
positions (see the list of offices on page 8). FABA officers and 
trustees serve staggered two-year terms. In the coming election we will 
elect people to serve from January, 1992, through December, 1993. Also, 
Lewis Riggleman is not running for re-election, so he will serve a two- 
year term as Past-President for the same period. 

Secretary Norma Austin will mail out election ballots by the begin- 
ning of October, and count those she has received by November 15. Send 
your nominations to Norma Austin, FABA Secretary, P.O. Box 1601, Zolfo 
Springs, FL 33890, (813) 735-0257. So far, the following people have 
been nominated. 

Position Nominations to Date 

President: Tico Rubio (Barberville) 
SecretaryITreasurer: Brian Polk (Fort Lauderdale) 
Program Chairman: 
Odd Trustees (3) : Carl Austin (Zolfo Springs) * Steve Bloom (Archer) 

Steve Kalb (Fort Meyers) 



The Florida Clinker Breaker, August, 1991 

MEETING SCHEDULE-AUGUST, 1991 (I) 
The regions have no boundaries-everyone i s  welcome everywhere. Come t o  more than one i f  you can. We hold regular 
monthly meetings i n  each region (except that  we a l l  t r y  t o  get together a t  one Statewide Meeting quarter ly)  on the f o l -  
lowing Saturdays of each month: NE-lst, NU-Znd, SE-3rd, ti SW-last. The actual dates may vary from month t o  month- 
check the schedule below. We also hold short board meetings a t  the quarterly statewide meetings, and a board meeting 
and general membership meeting a t  the annual conference. Our meetings are informal gatherings around the forge. 
Pros c t i v e  members are always welcome, of course! Come for  a l l  or any part  of a meeting. Bring your tools, or just 
w a t c r  Host meetings run from 9 am t o  4 pm, and youlLL need Lunch i f  you stay a l l  day, unless otherwise noted. 

Aug. 3, 9 am: NE region meeting, Pioneer Center, Barberville. 
Aug. lo, 9 am: NW region meeting, Ed Crane's shop, Tallahassee. Tico 

Rubio, who shares with Maggi the caretaking respon- 
sibilities at the Pioneer Settlement in Barberville, has 
agreed to present a program of traditional blacksmithing. 
Dr. Hamid Garmestani, a metallurgist at the FSU-FAMU 
college of engineering, will be present to learn what we 
are all about and get ideas for his December FABA program 
at the Junior museum. The usual scrumptious feast will 
be provided by the Cranes (Nancy orchestrating) on their 
beautiful lakeside patio. 

Aug. 17, 9 am: SE region meeting, Bob Ringer's shop, Fort Lauderdale. 
Aug. 31, 10 am: SW region meeting, Crowley Museum, Sarasota. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

July26-28: The 22nd annual Knifemakers Guild Show will be held at 
the Marriott World Center, 8701 World Center Drive, 
Orlando from 10 am to 6 pm on Friday and Saturday, and a 
from 10 am to 4 pm on Sunday. 

July 31: Deadline to make the $150 deposit to confirm your reser- 
vation in the November gas forge workshop. See Walt 
Anderson's article on page 8. 

Aug. 5-9: Damascus Steel class by Charles Ochs, Texarkana College's 
School of Bladesmithing. For information, write to 
Texarkana College, School of Bladesmithing, 2500 N. Robi- 
son Road, Texarkana, TX 75501. 

Aug. 10: Last day to get something in next month's newsletter. 
Sept. 7 ,  9 am: NE region meeting, Pioneer Center, Barberville. 
Sept. 14, 9 am: NW region meeting, Debbie Parramore's Rocky Comfort 

Forge, Quincy. Debbie is one of our few full-time pro- 
fessional smiths in Florida. She makes numerous finely 
crafted items of ornamental and practical value. Debbie 
will show videos of the 1990 annual FABA meeting in Bar- 
berville, featuring Peter Ross of Williamsburg at the 
Settlement's forge-possibly also some film of the '91 
Madison conference. Debbie will make a display of some 
of the work she sells, and be available to answer ques- 
tions about how itts made and marketed. Bring drinks and 
snacks. Debbie and Lee will provide some eats also. 

Sept. 21, 9 am: SE region meeting, Ray & Anne Reynolds, Royal Palm Beach. 
Oct. 11-12: FABA Annual Conference, Pioneer Settlement, Barberville. 
Nov. 9-10: Gas forge construction workshop, Jerry Grice's shop, Tal- 

lahassee. The workshop is full. For details, or to get 
on the waiting list contact Walt Anderson, 7 Soco Trail, 
Ormond Beach, FL 32174, (904) 672-4603. 

Nov. 9, 9 am: NW region meeting, Skeeter Prather's shop, Tallahassee. 
Dec. 14, 9 am: NW region meeting, Tallahassee Junior Museum. 
June 17-21, '92ABANA conference, San Luis Obispo, California. 
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0 ,  HOW TO FIND THE AUGUST, 1991, MEETINGS 
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NORTHWEST REGION NORTHEAST REGION 
Ed & Nancy Crane's shop Tico & Maggi Rubio 

(904) 893-3212 (904) 749-3327 
829 Lake Ridge Drive Pioneer Settlement 
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Aug. 31, 10 am Aug. 17, 9 am 
SOUTHWEST REGION SOUTHEAST REGION 

Dale Kipp (813) 747-6743 
Old Dixie Welding 

Bob Ringer (305) 772-3802 
Crowley Museum (813) 322-1000 
16404 Myakka Road, Sarasota 792 NE 45 St., Fort Lauderdale 
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THE UNION OF ESTONIAN BLACKSMITHS 
Reprinted from E E S T I  SEPP (Estonian Blacksmith) 

Submitted by Eerik Kauts, Editor 

The Union of 
Estonian Blacksmiths was 
founded on July 2, 1988, 
at the Palmse Manor, 
where the 3rd Day of 
Estonian Smiths was 
Held. About 60 
blacksmiths took part in 
the event. On September 
8, 1988, the UEB was 
admitted to the Estonian 
Society of Protection of 
Antiquities. The main 
purposes of the UEB are 
revival of the old 
traditions of smithery 
and organizing courses 
of learning for people 
interested in smithery. 
The UEB seminars on 

. classical smithery 
objects (axe, scythe, The opening ceremony of Estonian Blacksmiths' 
etc.) have already Days - 
become a tradition. At from the 22th to 25th of June, 1990 
the moment, the UEB has 
more than 130 members who come mostly from Harju and Tartu Districts. 

Eerik K8uts (I), President of the Estonian 
Blacksmiths Union, 

Maureen Johnson (c), and Phil Johnson (r) 
from the British Artist Blacksmith Association 



The 

Estonian blacksmiths Vladimir 
Lehter (1) and Hugo Ehasalr (r) 

at the forge 

Making an Awil Stand 

only difficult part of making this amril stand is the 
two seu  of compound mitre cum. The fint one is the 
top and bmom of the main posts T o  get the angle I 
took a framing square and taped a piece of suing at the 
finished height of the stand less 314' for a plywood top. 
I wanted the bottom out 2 incbes, so I pulled the string 
out tight and taped it at 2 inches on the other a.m. I 
then transferred the angle to the 4 x 4  with an adjustable 
square. The length of the string bcnveeo the arms gives 
the length of the 4x4 post. This is the same for all four 
sides of the post and is a good doublecheck of the 
angles. I cut in from all four sides with a back saw to 
keep the angles straight. 

To cut the side straps, I clamped the 4 x 4  down in their 
finisbed relationship aod d m  four lines acrms them 
representing the top and bottom of the straps. 
Measure the widths here to get the lengths of the inside 
straps. (Be sure the top of the strap is below the level of 
the top of the poau so the weight is taken by the end 
graio of the postr) The other angle is 45. or the inside 

length plus twice, the thickness. (Err on the'side of 
la?scneu in the straps the l a g  are doing most of the 
work of holding the stand together.) I h e  top is just 314. 
plywood with a 2x2 edge to hold the amril in place and 
nailed to the 4x4 pu. 1 held the straps in place with 
lag screws. Pilot drilling the posu and clearance drilling 
the strapr I nvembled the stand 1-ly pnd set the 
anvil on it for a time to let it settle before gluing and 
tightening. I had a proMem with this standing "jiggling 
IOCIK" when 1 did heavy work oa a concrete floor. Glue 
seems to have solved ~s problem. If it reoccurs, I'll 
drill threw and replace the l a g  with threaded rods lags. 

Finnish blacksmiths Jsuko Nuuronen 
(1) and Pekka Stromberg (r) 

By David McCord from The Iron Tril- 
lium, newsletter of the Ontario 
Artist Blacksmith Associa- 
tion-reprinted from the June/July, 
1991, newsletter of the Northwest 
Ohio Blacksmiths. 
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Reprinted from EESTI SEPP (Estonian Blacksmith) 
Submitted by Eerik KButs, Editor 

Kui kirves on hldavajalikuks 
tddriistaks eeskYtt jsmedamas 
puutbbs, siis nl:ga ja selle mit- 
nesugused erivormid on asendama- 
tud vliksemates vestmis-, 18iku- 
mis- ja nikerdustnddes. Uks pb- 
lisamaid noa nimetusi on lbuna- 
eesti murdes tarvitatav v;iits, 
millega kuulub Uhte vana lbiku- 
mist ja tahumist tYhistav verb 
vestma, vestama. 

Peaaegu k6iki vancmnid nuga- 
sid iseloomustab puutbbnoale 
eriplrane kiilukujuline ristlbi- 
ge, mis on vajalik eriti vooli- 
misrl laastu lahtikiilumiseks. 
Noapea tehti enamasti kasest, 
v8ir1aluse korral maarjakasest. 
Lbhenemise vlltimiseks on pea 
eesotsa ilmber harilikult vask- 
vbi raudv8rli. 

1989. a. silgisel toimus Eesti 
Seppade Uhenduse ja vzikeette- 
v6tte "ARS-SEPP" ilhisettev8tmi- 
sel Tallinnas terariistaseminar, 
kus osalesid ka sepad Soomest. 
Killas olid Uhingu "Taideseplt 
RY" liikmed Erkki Pbtry, Erkki 
Honkanen, Olavl Osara, I l k k a  Sa- 
lonen ja Jorma Saarinen. Jorma 
Saari~en on ssalmail Uks tuntu- 
maid soome pussi ajnloo asja- 
tundjaid. Fema kollektsioonis on 
iile 600. pussnoa. J. Snnrinen 
niiitas ka ome oskusi selle tera- S e l l i s c l  t gpetab 

rilstz. .valmistamioel Tallinnas. pussnoa v a : m i s t a k s t  . ~ o r A  ~ a a r i n e n  Peamf sed e c o t i  noatiil'bf d XIX s.jUldi 1 

Eerik welcomes correspondence from blacksmiths everywhere. His mailing 
address is: 

Eerik KButs 
PIKK 30-15 
200001 TALLINN 
ESTONIA 
USSR 

HEAT TREATING ANVILS 

Steve Bloom just got two anvils heat treated at Braddcock 
Metallurgical, Inc., 14600 West Duval Place, Jacksonville, FL, (904) 
741-4777. The cost was $1.15 per pound, with free pickup and delivery 
in north Florida. The anvils were caught in the fire when his shop 
burned down : 

However, the company needs to know the type of metal from which the 
anvil was made. The Metallurgical analysis is $135. Steve's Swedish 
anvil was a current commercial model, so he was able to find out without 
a test. He guessed his other anvil was very old water-hardened steel. 
That was close enough. Steve says the Swedish anvil came back at Rock- 
well 55-60, and is better than new. 



T h e  F l o r i d a  C l i n k e r  B r e a k e r ,  August, 1 9 9 1  

FLORIDA ARTIST BLACKSMITH ASSOCIATION - Chapter of ABANA, Inc. 
P.O. Box 1601, Zolfo Springs, FL 33890 

President (90-91): Lewis Riggleman P.O. Box 247, San Antonio, FL 33576, Chl (904) 521-3515 Cwl  (813) 937-4281 
Vice-President (91-92): J.C. Hawkins, 13534 NW 160 Avenue, Morriston, FL 32668 Chl (904) 528-3318 
Sec./Treas. (90-91): Norma & Carl  Aust in  P.O. Box 1601, Zol fo  Springs FL $3890 Chl (813) 735-0257 
Newsletter Ed. (91-92): Pete Brandenburg, 249 Granada Rd., West Palm  each FL 33401 [hl  (407) 833-2708 Cwl 640-0445 
Program Chair (90-91): Steve Kalb, 691 Astarias Circle, Fort Myers, FL 33419, Chl (813) 481-8420, Cwl  (813) 489-1620 
Past-President (90-91):Wil lard Smith, Route 1 Box 138, Blountstown, FL 32424, [hl (904) 674-8055, Cwl  (904) 877-7117 
Board Mernb. # I  (90-91):Clyde Payton, Route 3 Box 124D, Monticello, FL 32344 Chl (904) 997-3627 Cwl (904) 488-0577 
Board Memb. #2 (91-92):Pat Imbjmbo, 2450-Kimberly Lane, Tal!ahassee FL 32361, Chl (904) 656-3454 
Board Memb. #3 (90-91): Joe Farina, 374 River Edge Road Jupi ter  ~ ~ ' 3 3 4 7 7 ,  Chl (407) 744-8323 
Board Memb. #4 (91-92): Tico Rubio, PO Box 83 ~ a r b e r v i  le, FL 32105 (904) 749-3327 
Board Memb. #5 (90-91): Je r ry  Grice PO Box 5914, Tallahassee FL, 32314, Chl (904) 421-4788, C w l  (904) 878-1977 

The F lo r ida  A r t i s t  Blacksmith Associat ion - Chapter o f  A r t i s t  Blacksmith Associat ion o f  North America Inc. (FABA) i s  
a 501(c)(3), non-p ro f i t  educational organizat ion whose purposes are t o  teach, promote, and preserve the a r t  o f  black- 
smithing. Contr ibut ions are tax-deduct ible t o  the extent provided by Law. FABA i s  a s t a t e  chapter o f  the A r t i s t  
Blacksmith Associat ion o f  North America, Inc. (ABANA). FABA publishes The F lo r ida  Cl inker  Breaker monthly, and FABA 
membership includes a subscri t ion.  We s o l i c i t  correspondence and unpaiba- on any-subjects  re la ted  t o  FABA1s 
purposes. Send to: 1532 OldPOkeechobee Road #103, West Palm Beach, FL 33409. We need items by the f i r s t  Saturday 
of the month t o  get them i n  the next month's issue. ABANA chapter newsletters may r e p r i n t  non-copyrighted material  
if i t  i s  c red i ted  t o  the author-and t h i s  newsletter. You need the author 's permission t o  r e p r i n t  copyrighted mate- 
r i a l  unless otherwise noted. Write, and we ' l l  put you i n  touch. 

1990 HOW-TO ARTICLE REPRINT BOOKLET-$2.25, POSTPAID 

We have reprinted a year of FABA members' how-to articles from The 
Florida Clinker Breaker in a 24-page, 8+" by 11" booklet. The book- 
let contains members' how-to articles from the twelve issues of The 
Florida Clinker Breaker from November, 1989, through October, 1990. 
We're selling the booklets at FABA's printing and mailing cost of 
$2.25 per copy. 

To order the booklet, make out a check or money order to "FABA" for 
$2.25 par copy, and send it to: Carl Austin, Treasurer, P. 0. Box 
1601, Zolfo Springs, FL 33890. 

Ronnie Fowler 
S t m  rn 
Dale Kipp 

Lewis Riggleman 
Willard Smith 

Arden Williams 

- 
PABA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

Florida Artist Blacksmith Association 
- Chapter of ABANA, Inc. 

Date 

Name 

Address 

E i t ~  State ZIP 

Home Business 
Phone: Phone: 

Spouse's name: 

Are you in terested i n  procuring: 

[ I a n v i l  [ I coal C 1 hand too ls  
[ I blouer 1 1 forge 1 I post v i s e  
C I other 

Send t h i s  app l i ca t ion  and a membership fee o f  315 to: 

Norma & Car l  Aust in  
FABA Secretary/Treasurer 
P. 0. Box 1601 
Zo l fo  Springs, FL 33890 

Make check out t o  FABA. The FABA membership year begins 
May 1. New memberships received a f t e r  Jan. 31 also 
cover the fo l low ing  membership year. Membership i s  a 
fo r  a fami l  You don ' t  have t o  be an ABANA member t o  
j o i n  FABA, kt many FABA members are, and we encourage 
membership i n  both organizations. 

ABANA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
Artist Blacksmith Association 

of North America, Inc. 

Name 

Address 

E l  t y  State ZIP 
Phone: 

If hereby-apply for membership i n  the 
A r t i s t  Blacksmith Associat ion o f  North America and 
enc t ose as my annual membership dues f o r  one year. 
~ h e c k s . m u n  US funds. Membership includes a sub- 
s c r i p t i o n  t o  The A n v i l t s  Ring. 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1  
VISA C 1 Card number 

Master Card C 1 Exp. date - 
Signature 

t I F u l l  t ime Student (1  year only) 925.00 per year 
I 1 Regular Membership ............. 335.00 per year 
C I Family Member (one vote) ....... $40.00 per year 
C 1 Senior C i t i zen  (age 65) ........ 325.00 per year 
C 1 Overseas Membership ............ $45.00 per year 
C 1 Contr ibutory Member ........... 3100.00 per year 
C 1 Publ ic L ibrary Subscr ip t ion .... 325.00 per year 

Cal l  (812) 988-6919 t o  charge your membership t o  VISA or 
Master Card, o r  make out a check t o  ABANA and send to: 

ABANA 
P. 0.-Box 1181 
Nashvil le, Indiana 47488 
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GAS FORGE WORKSHOP UPDATE 
Walt Anderson, Gas Forge Workshop Coordinator 

The gas forge workshop project is moving along. We now are working 
out the prefabrication of the major parts. Ralph Reese is working on 
preparations for the gas burners, and Charles and Jeffrey Sanders are 
doing the same for the sheet metal parts. We should have everything 
pretty well worked out by the end of the month. 

The advance checks to pay for the materials are rolling in. If you 
haven't sent yours yet, please do it now. Send your check for $150, 
payable to Walt Anderson, to him at 7 Soco Trail, Ormond Beach, FL 
32174. Identify your check as ''gas forge workshop advance." Walt will 
run the finances through his personal bank account and promises a full 
income/expense accounting at the workshop. The balance due for each 
forge must be paid at the workshop. Remember that the total is expected 
to be $250-300. Walt needs your check by July 31 to lock in your posi- 
tion and buy materials. 

Remember, if you later find you can't make it to the workshop, you 
may wsellw your paid position to whomever is on the top of the waiting 
list. Call Walt to work it out. If there's no one on the waiting list 
and you can't find someone to take your place, there can be no refund of 
your $150 down payment. 

Florida Artist Blacksmith Association 
Chapter of Artist Blacksmith Association 
of North America, Inc. 
1532 Old Okeechobee Road #I03 
West Palm Beach, FL 33409-5226 

Tallahassee 
(Aug. 10) 

Barberville 
(Aug. 10) 

Quarterly 
Statewide Meeting 

Sarasota Fort Lauderdale 
(Aug. 31) (Aug. 17) 

August, 1991, MEETINGS 
See detailed meeting schedule on page 2. 
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DATED MATERIAL 

Member Through 4/30/92 
STEVE & KIMMY BLOOM 
IRONFLOWER FORGE 
PO BOX 542 
ARCHER FL 32618 


